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O
ne yearafter the Is raeli off ensive on Gaza Strip th at leftbehind m ass
kil ling, destruction and displacem ent. Its serious repercussions are
sti l l contin uing on the ec onomy and soc iety. Despite the diffic ult

ci rcumsta nces, which are still afflictin g on G aza Strip and i nstitutions
working in it, Women's Affairs Center (WAC) initiatives and efforts to
enrichexperienc e of the feminis t movem ent and civil s ociety in Palest ine
continues to provide decision makers with r esearches and studies on
women's issues, and pro vide ob jective inform ation o n women prior ity
needs.

T hereis p aramou nt impo rtance for studies andr esearch in prov iding va lid
in formation and statistics that would contribu te in po licy fo rmulati on,
developm ent of strategic plans on wo men's issues, a nd adv ocacy a nd
networking tohe lp indef ining pr iorities for requ iredint erventio n. WAC is
now one of the p romine nt research cen ters on the iss ues of P alestin ian
women. This s tudy constitutes sign ificant contribution to enr ich
understan ding of wome n issues , espec ially in light o f the de teriorating
si tuation in Gaza Strip due to the continu ingIsr aeli siege, and d ecrease in
the area o f public freedoms at the intern al leve l. All th is had i ts negat ive
im pact on the r ole of the fem inist m oveme nt and the civ il soci ety
re garding women 's issues andrig hts.

We hope that th is study and i ts conc lusions assist in supporting the
st ruggles of wom en toatt ain thei r natura l rights t oequali ty.

On this occasion, we w ould l ike to express our si ncere thanks a nd
appreciat ion to a ll who contribu ted to the comp letion of this study, and in
particular thescientific s upervisor, resea rchers, all conc erned in dividua ls,
and civil society instituti ons; tha t have j oined us in the field wo rk, and all
thosewho havep articipa tedwith opinion andadvice.
I would also li ke to extend my sincere th anks t o the supporting
institutions, and in particular NDC "NGO Development Center".
.

Nai laAyesh
Director-Gene ral

Acknowledgment:
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WAC has co nsisten tly wor ked on the preparation of studies an d
rese arch on wome n's issu es and needs. I n 2009, WAC has init iated the
preparation of an in-depth researc h study on "Defining priority i ssues fo r
women in Gaza Strip". Where number of l evels a nd sources fo r
info rmation were utilized and ad dressed includ ing men; since they ar e
par tners in decision-makin g, and t heir par ticipatio n was e ssential toattai n
insi ghton their opinions and attitudesrega rdingw omen's issues.

Thi s study contributed to d eepening the u nderstanding an dknowledge o f
the working group , and pa rtner institutions; where the st udy wa s applie d
after the f ieldwor kers re ceived theoret ical gui dance and tra ining b y
specialized trainer on thesubjecto f scienti ficresea rch and method ologies .

Thi s one of the issues, the Researc h and Informat ionPro gram is trying t o
mainstream in the civil society an d femin istmovement, starting with the
upd ating of inform ation on the sta tus of women i n the GazaStrip and the
nee ds, dem ands and vision of thei r proble ms; in a ddition to, presentatio n
of r esults a nd recommendations that would contr ibute to the for mulatio n
of effective intervention strategi es for instituti ons, ac cording to thei r
specialties and wo rk prior ities; and also, strength en the capacity of fiel d
rese archers by ena bling th em to p articipa te in the resear ch proc ess; an d
com municatewith women andtarg etgroups.

Als o, this s tudy co ntribute d to in i ndicatin g to the advoca cy and outreac h
program of WAC the most import ant prio rities to bewor ked on, with the
preparation and im plementation of an int ensive awarene ss cam paign o n
womeninh eritance rights as the fir st priori ty ident ified by women and me n
via thefocu s groups and in terviews.

In t he gene ral fram ework; researc h and in formation prog ram co ntribute s
in improved knowl edge-le d and in formed decisio nmakin g on wo menan d
gen derissu es.

Preface

H edaya Sham un
Research and Inf ormatio n Progr am Coordinator
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W
omen's Affairs Center (WAC) realize d the im portan ce of defining the prio rity iss ues of
women in Gaza Strip under the dynam ic chan gesin po litical, social, e conom ic and c ultural
circums tances. The bu rden on women has inc reased due to t he Israe li offens ivefollowing

t hree ye ar long siege of the Gaza S trip. The Israe li offensive on Gaza strip h as resul ted in
c atastrop hicconsequenceson the Pales tinian p eople and caste d its sha dowon women and ch ildren,
i n addition to the deteriorating econom ic con ditions, escalation of p overty rates, and many other
n egative consequences. Accord ingly, WACrea lized th e essen t iality an d priori ty to identify needsof
v arious women sectors, and identify their opin ion reg arding cases th at requi re the in tervent ion by
f eminist and int ernational organ ization s, and g overnm ental en tities. T he study conta inedfive main
e lements which are lite rature r eview; method ology, p rocedure and r esearch tools; d ata collection
a nd analysis; da ta analysis and analys is; recommendations a nd lessons lear ned; and institutional
a rrangem ents to follow up the re comme ndations.
T he rese arch ha s been focused on (64 ) questi ons tha t addres sed all issues a nd prob lems th at the
women of Gaza strip suffer fro m, in order to get insi ght on the caus es of th ese problems ( wither
d irect or indirec t) and consequential results, th rough d etailed present ation of the problem tr ee and
p resentationof w omenr ights' v iolation s.
T he con clusions (verifi ed thro ugh the use of quantitative and qualit ative tools) ref lected priority
i ssues as per wo men and men desire an d accor ding to informationsources included in the st udy, to
b e as fo llow. T he first issue, which has scored highest pe rcentage, is the denia l of women's
i nheritance and the seiz ure of their money. The second prior ity is the stereo type of women in the
m edia. T he third issue is the im pact of the inte rnal Palestinian situation insta bility o n wome n. The
f ourth p riority is the v ulnerab ility of women to psychological abuse from neighb ors. Th e fifth
p riority is the im pact of women 's probl ems on thepsyc ho-soc ial situa tion. A nd the s ixth priority is
t he coerc ionof w omen to dowork that doesnot respect herdign ity.
T hisrese arch is trying to determ inethe prioritie s issues ofwom enin GazaStri p; in the contex t of the
whole p icture, n ot apar tialpictu re of one side w ithout theother. The f ocus wa s toelic it inform ation
f roma v arietyof source s and us e multip leresea rchmethods to assuret ransparencyand credib ilityof
i nformat ion. Furthermo re, this research aimed at ide ntifying institu tional r esponsibilities to deal
w iththe issues a nd needs ofwom enin the Gaza Strip.
T he mai n recom mendat ions of the rese arch ar e a) the priority need for carryi ngout awarene ss and
e ducational interventions for women to ass ure mo re know ledge and mastery o f their rights,
e special ly in re lations to rights to inheritance ; b) the provis ion of legal re ference that facilitate
womena ttaining legala dvice an dother forms o f intervention; andc) th e need f or urgent andf ocused
p sychos ocial in terventions for women andmen, inord er to help them express their v iews and relief
t hem of the pressures that they face because of the em bargo and the deterio rating s ituation in the
Gaza Str ip.
T he research als o recom mended a) the importance of organiz ing adv ocacy c ampaigns for women
a nd men, to pub licize v iolence and it s forms ; need t o respe ct and recognize wom en, stre ss that
women constitu te half t he society, and women need for family and co mmuni ty support;and b) the
n eed for networking a nd cooperation betwe en civil society institu tions in order to create job
o pportun ities fo r young women andme n, train andrehabilitate them i n their r espectiv e comp etence
a ndpote ntial, an dprepa re them forthe l abor ma rket and itsrequ iremen ts.

Summary

Priority I ssues of W omen in G aza Strip
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1-I ntroduction
1-1 Genera l Cond itionsBackground

1-2 Background of the Status ofW omen in Gaza Strip

One and a half mill ion Pal estinians live in GazaS trip und er thew eight of pover ty and poor economic conditions; whe re
pov erty rat io escalated to reach 8 0% cu rrently. Israeli occupat ion authorities have im posed tight si ege me asures on
Palestinian territories ands tressed isolation of its populat ion inge neral, and Gaz a Stripa nd its re sidents in partic ular. As a
resu lt, size of crisis and humanitarian disa ster sus tained by Pales tinians men and wome n have doubled and tur ned Ga za
Stri p into a large m ass pri son with its po pulations subje cted to arrest a nd com pletely stifled its econ omy (P alestini an
Cen ter for HumanR ights, 2 008)
Gaz a Strip residen ts are suffering from I sraeli Occupati on viola tions of intern ational humani tarian la w and collecti ve
pun ishment since the beginning of occup ation th at conti nued to intensi fy after second intifada' outbr eak in S eptemb er
200 0 and ti ll now. The pol icy of s iege and continuous closure of Gaza S trip, as a method of pr actice through control of
crossings a nd prev entingf reedom of trave l, educa tion an d treatm ent; is e scalatin g thes ituation making GazaS trip like a
tick ing time bomb. Further more, Israelioc cupation violen t polici es is leading toa widen ingcircle of vio lencean dpover ty
that is direc tly reflected on women and children situatio ns (Center for Human Rights, 2008) a nd has negative affect ed
wom en, esp ecially social, e conomicandp sychologicalco nsequences

Gaz a Strip inhabitants hav e been sufferin g from deterio rating s ocial, p olitical and economic circums tances due to t he
strict Israel i siege t hat was inflicted since 20 Sept ember 2007, af ter the I sraeliC abinet d ecision to con sider Ga za Strip a
hos tile terri tory. The emba rgo has contribu ted sub stantial ly ands eriously to hum an righ ts situat ion dete rioration in Ga za
Stri p, partic ularly economic, social and c ultural r ights. T his siege is considered the wo rst and most se vere sin ce Isra eli
occ upation of Pale stinian territori es in 19 67 (Mezan Center for Human Rights , 2007) . This deteriora tion has cast di m
shadows on the live s of Palestinian women in Gaz a Strip, wherehabitual , social, psycho logical, and economicc onditio ns
con tinued to deter iorate. Palestin ian wo men bu rdens c ontinue d to es calate, until th ey reac hed ca tastroph ic leve ls,
especially a fter the Israeli offensive on the Gaza Strip (on 27/12 /2008). 110 women and 355 c hildren were ki lled in t he
Israeli cam paign c alled "Cast Lea d"; whi le the to tal num ber of martyrs of this Israeli o ffensive was 1 ,410 Pa lestinia ns
(Me zan Ce nter for Human Rights, 2009) . The w ar also resulte d in the destruc tion /d amage of 763 h omes h eaded by

Priority I ssues of W omen in G aza Strip
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wom en, and 10,356 houses headed bymen wereto tally de stroyed or parti ally dam aged. T his war on the Gaza Strip, whi ch
last ed 22 d ays onl y, cause d force d displacement of 107 ,330 ind ividual s that l ived in these h ouses (Mezan C enter f or
Hum anRights, 200 9).
On the othe r hand; nine- t housand Palest inians a re still d etained by Israeli occupyingf orces, including: appr oximate ly
(69) woman and (2 48) chil dren (Palestinia n Cente r for Human Rights, 20 09). Th e year 2008, als owitnessed con tinuati on
ofv iolation s of the right to life and attacks on pers onal sa fety on the hands of Pal estinians, wher e 153p eople were killed,
incl uding1 3wome nand25 childre n.
The re is no doubt t hat wom en and childre n are the weake st linkd uringc rises and intern al strife situatio ns. Also theya re,
som etimes, a mean s of pressure an dsubject bettin g. WAC study(2008)identified that the politic aldivision left i ts harmful
con sequenc es onev eryPal estinian family; had its negative impac tonfam ilyand social re lationsh ips; an dcaused cracks in
the relations with the social network of f riends, neighbors and acquain tances. All the previou s have been re flected on
Palestinian women; thus, they bec ame more vulnerable to dome stic viol ence, and to thr eat byc ommunity segm ents a nd
pol itical pa rties, due to the chaosle ft behin dbypol iticalan dsecur ity situa tion inG aza Str ip.
The previous study identif ied that domestic violen ce hasi ncrease dconsiderably after the split, due to po liticalaf filiation s'
con flicts or poverty and unemployment. Women found th emselv es powerless in the face of vio lence a gainst t hem. Al so
many husbands mi gratedf or fear o f harass mentan d arres t (becau se of the politic al affili ation to the other partie s) and le ft
thei r famil ies and children alone, thus cr eating further suffering for women t hat bec ame ho useholds' heads and so le
prov iders.
The studyo f "psyc hologic al ands ocial ef fects on women suffering from loss" ( WAC, 2 008) indicated that women, who
hav e lost th eir chil dren du e to fac tional f ighting, suffer from ps ycholog ical pr oblems; inflammation of the f eelings of
hatr ed and lack of acceptance of the oth er; and fell into a state of iso lation, depress ion and disinte gration of fami ly
relationships.
Moreover, women suffered relentlesslydue to the siege; th e poor humani tarianco ndition s;ands evereshortagein medic al
supplies, m edicines and f ood. During 2008, hundreds of Gaza strip p atients were denied tr eatmen t and tr avel. T he
Palestinian Center for Hum an Righ ts. In2 008, has docum ented th e death of 29fe male an d male patients from Gaza Str ip,
incl uding11 wome n and5 childre n. Thes e deaths wered ue to occupatio n autho rities' d enial to or delay in issu ing trav el
per mits toP alestini ans.
Are port iss ued by "the Pa lestinian Burea u of Sta tistics", confirm ed that female s are alm ost ha lf the Pa lestinia n socie ty.
More than half the women are ma rried. W hile the perce ntage of widow s is about 6%. Also Pa lestinia n femal es outli ve
mal es by3 years.
Dr. LoayShabana( head of the PCB S) said that "the sexra tio is 103 males for eve ry 100f emales. Basedo nthepr elimina ry
resu lts of th e year 2 007 cen sus, 6.4% of w omen(1 5 years and over) are widows and 36.8 % ares pinster s ...". Dr. Shaba na
con firmedt hat ".. th e propo rtionof particip ation in the wo rkforce duringt he year 2008am ounted to 11.7 % for fe malesa nd
64% for ma les in the Gaza Strip .." .
Dr. Shaban also po inted out that " .. the po verty ra te amo ng fami lies hea ded by females reached 61.2% versus 56.9% in
mal e-heade d households in the Pa lestinian Territo ry during 2007 . The po verty ra te amon g hous eholds headedb y women
and include s 7 chil dren or moreto be 79.7 % and 68. 6% for families wit h 5-6 c hildren. The po verty rate has declined in
fam ilies wi th fewer childre n; to be 49.3%f or famil ies with 1-2 chi ldren in 2007.
Wit h respec t toune mploym ent; ac cording to thedefinitio n of "IL O" thepercenta ge of unemployed females (15 yearsa nd
ove r) is 23. 8% ver sus 26.5% for males. W hile u nemplo yment a mong f emale, who fin ished 13 years of scho oling a nd
abo ve, is higher than those among men. Si nce for f emales it is 34.9 % com paredto 18.6% for mal es during the sa me peri od
of t ime. As for fem ales, 1 5 years and over, part icipatio n in eco nomic activiti es, the largest involve ment ha s been in
farm ing act ivities a nd fish ing at th e rate of 27.5%. While in these rvicess ector; the highest partic ipation has bee n the ar ea
ofe ducatio n; atara teof 31 .7%, fol lowedb yhealth at ther ateof 8. 8%. (Ce ntral Bureauof Statistics, 2009).
All of thisd raws ac lear pic ture of Palestin ian wom en real ity; whe re their suffering hasre achedi ts maxim um as a result of
Israeli occu pation and its r epeated attacks on the Gaza St rip, or the impa ct on th e economic con ditions and esc alation of
pov erty rat io. Also increased Pales tinianwomenburdens towards theirfamilies and child ren. In addition , wome nlack t he
sense of securityand safety , due to the unstable situ ation in the Ga zaStrip.

Wo men, in the Gaz aStrip, sufferfr om viol ence, co ercion anddeprivation . These sufferin gs arein flected by thei mmedia te
and extended family, the social network(s uch as: neighb ors, frie nds), co mmuni ty (inclu ding ci vil socie ty orga nization s,

1-3 Research Prob lem
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serv ice providers, unions, private sector workpl aces, schools a nd univ ersities , governmental institut ions tha t provi de
edu cation, health a nd legal services), and international institutions tha t are pr oviding humanitarian assistance. The se
par ties have becom e a cause of problems to wom en rat her than source of pro tection. In addi tion, wo men suffer fro m
occ upation violenc e and it s consequences ; the siege and the repe ated att acks on Gaza S trip. Finally, the y suffe r from t he
pol itical ins tability , the failure toachievea justpeace in the region and the global financial crisis and itsnegative impact on
une mploym ent, poverty and denia lof serv ices.
The re is growingev idence on thep resence of a re lationbe tween t he curr ently pr oblems of women in Ga za Strip and poor
kno wledge of wom en's issues and priorit ies nee ds, and the requird int erventions by governm ental institutio ns, whi ch
suff er from lack of profess ional and financial reso urces. The civ il societ y organ izations , as wel l as, are charac terized by
wea kmana gement skillsand ideol ogyrequ ired for change .
Thi s resear ch necessity and impor tance evolve from being the fir st attem pt to deal with t he full p icture of wome n's issues
inGaza Str ip, to identifyp riorities ; to imp rove the levelo f unders tanding , decisions and policie s based on thek nowled ge
ofs takeholders.
Acc ordingly; thisr esearch seeks to identif y priori ties wom en's iss ues wit hinan in tegrated andcomprehensivefr amework
ofwomen's problem s, their directa nd indir ect cau ses, and thier im plications.

Try to seek answer s to que stions raised un der the themes: the problems o f women; andc ausesd irect an d indirect causes;
and their eff ects. It consists of 64re searchq uestions are as follows :

1-1-1 Theex tentof women vulnera bility to beingk illedduring the repeated Israel iaggres sions.
1-1-2 Theex tentof women' s vulner abilityt ovarious injuries durin g the re peatedI sraeliag gressions.
1-1-3 Theex tentof women' s expos uretodi fferent t ypes of disabili ty durin g therep eatedI sraeliag gressio ns.
1-1-3-1 Theab ility of women with special ne eds toad apt tod ifficult circums tances ( siegeand war).
1-1-3-2 Theef fective ness of NGOsin contrib uting to solving wome nwithsp ecialn eeds problems.
1-1-4 Theex tentof women vulnera bility to loss of aclosef amilym ember d uringt he Israeli attack s.
1-1-5 The ex tentof w omenv ulnerab ility to displac ementd uring the Israeli attacks .
1-1-6 Theim pact of theIsra eli attacks on th e privat e space for wom en. (women pri vacy)

1-2-1 The ex tent of womenvulnerab ility to domesti cphysic ally ab use.
1-2-2 The ex tent of womenvulnerab ility to sexualabuse wi thin the family.
1-2-3 The ex tent of womenvulnerab ility to emotion alor ps ycholog icalabuse with in family.
1-2-4 The ex tent of womenvulnerab ility to beingroped of their own funds and inhe ritance .
1-2-5 The ex tent of womenvulnerab ility to the threa t of vio lencefr om afam ilyme mber.
1-2-6 The ex tent of womenvulnerab ility to beingk illed on the so-c alled"honor kil ling" of a family member.
1-2-7 The ex tent of womenvulnerab ility to incestby afamilymember.
1-2-8 The ex tent of womenvulnerab ility to divorce against her will
1-2-9 Theex tentofwife vulnerabilit y tooffe nsiveandobsc ene lang uage in frontof others.
1-2-10 The ex tentof w ifevul nerabili ty to sup pressio nandsi lencing .
1-2-11 The ex tentofw ifevulnerabili ty to iron yandc riticism of appe arancea ndbeh avior.
1-2-12 The ex tent of wife vuln erabili ty tocon trol and prosec utionan d the control of her circle of acq uaintan ces.
1-2-13 The ex tentof w omenv ulnerab ility to be isola ted from her fam ily.

1-3-1 The ext ent ofw omenvulnerab ility top sychologicalab use fro m neigh bors.
1-3-2 The ext ent ofw omenvulnerab ility tot ribal pre ssure(m arriag e- divor ce)
1-3-3 The ex tent of women vulne rability to har assment and s ocial c uriosity from relatives and neighbo rs
(interfe rencewith priv acy).

1-4 Research Questions

1-The prob lemsof wome n:
1-1 Occupation vio lence:

1-2 Domest ic violence:

1-3 Social networ k violen ce (frien ds, nei ghbors a nd tribe)

Priority I ssues of W omen in G aza Strip
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1-4 Commu nity vio lence: ( Presen tedas1-4 in Ch apter4 )

1-5 Coercion:

1-6 Depriva tion:

1-4.1 The exte nt of vu lnerabi lityofwomento rape.
1-4.2 The exte nt of vu lnerabi lityofwomento rapeat tempt
1-4.3 The exte nt of vu lnerabi lityofwomento sexual harassm ent.
1-4.4 T he exte ntof ste reotypingof wo menin mediaa s femal e.
1-4.5 T he exte ntof lim itation of wom en's are as of work

1-5-1 The extentof womenco erciont oearly marriag e.
1-5-2 The extentof womenco ercionn ot to marry.
1-5-3 The extentof womenco erciont odowork thatd oes not respect their dignity.
1-5-4 The extentof womenco erciono nmulti plemar riages( martyrs wivesa nd divo rced).
1-5-5 The extentof womenco erciont o leave home.

1-6-1 The extentof womende nial from educa tion.
1-6-2 The extentof womende nial from basic needs( food, dr inkand clothing ).
1-6-3 The extentof womende nial from acces s to sou rces ofi nformat ion onavailabl eservic es.
1-6-4 The extentof womende nial from financial resources.
1-6-5 The extentof denial of womenf rom bas ic servi ces.
1-6-6 The extentof womende nial from partic ipation inunion work
1-6-7 The extentof womende nial from partic ipation indecis ion-ma king in the familyandc ommun ity.
1-6-8 The extentof denial of d ivorced women 's right tochild ren cust ody.

2-1 Th e impa ct of Is raeli oc cupation prese nce, vi olent pr actices and ag gressions against Pale stinian people in
genera l, andPa lestinia n women in par ticular.
2-2 The dominanceof patriar chalcul tureove r Palest inianso ciety, in cluding :social customs and traditions.
2-3 Th e contr ol of social trends that are bias ed again st wom en (unjust and gender inequal ity) at fa mily le vel whi ch
give pr eferenc e to mal es over females , or inth eworkp lacein theform of wag es discr imination.
2-4 The pover ty level in theP alestinia n society (90%).
2-5 The availa bilityo f require dmater ials and high pr ices.
2-6 The existe nce off eminist leadersh ips ind ecision-making andstr ategies planning positions.
2-7 The fragi lity of th e civil society, its abil ity to re present women , and weakness of wom en's iss ues lob byinga nd
advoca cycampaigns.
2-8 Th e vulnerability of them edia in docume ntingan d expo sing occ upation crimes against women, family , proper ty
and liv elihood s.

3-1 The impac tof pol itical sit uations tability in there gionon women.
3-2 The impac tof imposedIsr aeli' sie geover GazaSt riponwomen.
3-3 The impac tof Pal estinian interna l situatio n instab ilityon women .
3-4 Th e impa ct of im posed i nternational iso lation on Gaza Strip s ince the victory of "Ha mas" m ovement in 2006
legislative elec tions.
3-5 The impac tof the absence of asoundlega l enviro nment t oserve women' s issues .
3-6 The impac tof the globalf inancial crisisa nd its ec onomic repercu ssions o nwomen.
3-7 The impac tof hig hpopulation increaseso nwomen.

4-1 The exten t of discriminationbetw een ma les andf emales .
4-2 The exten t of wom en's po sitiveim age in t he media.
4-3 The impac tof wom en'spr oblems on thepsycho-s ocialsi tuation.

2-The direct causes of the proble ms ofw omen:

3-I ndirect causes:

4-I mpact:
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4-4 The impac tof wom en'spr oblems on heal th condi tion.
4-5 Th e exten tof wom en mar ginaliza tionan dpoor-u tilization as ah umanre source in thecommuni ty deve lopmental
proces s.
4-6 The increa singga pbetwe enknowledgea nd appl icationf or wom en.

e
5-1 The exten t to whic hgover nment i nstitutio ns cont ributes tosolvin g thep roblems of wom en
5-2 The exten t to whic hcivil s ocietyo rganiza tionsto contrib ute toso lvingthe problems ofwomen

- Identi fy impo rtant indicators for the women 's sector.
- Ident ify prio rities fo r wome n's issu es in th e Gaza Strip; w ithin the cont ext of an integr ated an d comprehensi ve
picture of thewomen's sector.
- Supp ort forp olicy-m akingand inter vention s in fem inist org anizations bas ed on knowledge thatenablem eeting t he
needsof wome nin the GazaSt rip.
- Deter mine in stitutional respo nsibilit ies inde alingwith thei ssues an dneeds of wom en in th e GazaS trip.

- Ther esearch targets women victims of hum an rights violati ons inGazaStri p.
- The r esearch is base d on cau se and effect, a nd deal s with t he full p icture, includi ng direc t and indirect c auses, t he
proble ms that r eflectw omens ituation and the effects of these problem s.
- Theprotectio nof wo menfrom three major problems : violence, dure ss / coe rcionan ddeprivation.
- Promotion of stakeho lders' active pa rticipation inal l researc h stages .
- Takea dvanta ge of do cuments and pr eviouslocal and interna tionals tudiesr eviewl i nall res earchstages.
- Adopt the tria ngulation-exam ination -valida tion approach in collecting info rmatio n requir ed to answer th e resear ch
questio ns. Wh ere eve ry quest ion was answe red through the integration of informa tion from mor e than one sour ce
(questi onnaire , intervi ew, focu s group , and ob servatio n).

All ethical obligations have been taken in to cons ideratio n in this resear ch, whe re fema le andm ale par ticipants (women
and men) privilege s were c onsidered, they werei nformed of the dates and timef or filling thequestionn aire, the resear ch
objectivesw ere exp lained to them, and the y were assured of obta ined inf ormation confidentialit y. It was emphasized th at
the questio nnaires are fille d out withoutn ames or any in dication of the respondents' id entity. During the focus group s,
par ticipants' permission to recordt he sessi ons on table has beenat tained. T herewere noo bjections to that.
The respon dents' privacy, values , opinio ns and decisio ns were respec ted. Nu mber o f respondents' reques ted not to
com plete fi lling the questi onnaire , their desire wa s respected. On the other hand , therew as higher dem and on filling t he
que stionnai re inso megroups; this was acc ommodatedfor withou t jeopar dizing th e resea rch sam ple.
Thi s resear ch also attempted to pro vide in formation for ta rget gro up, thro ughout the ses sions and work shops,a t the lev el
of understa nding a nd awa reness, no psyc hologic al harm or oth erwise w as inflected on them. We hav e respe cted the ir
views andi deas wi th transp arency and high credib ility.
In a ddition to hand ling res ponden ts, wom en and men, with equa lity and justice , we to ok into account their c ulture a nd
env ironment to wh ich they belong. Allpar ticipant s dones o dueto theirw illingness, and without coercion or pressure.

Th e resear ch report contains six chapter s that ar e interr elated in a logical sequ ence. Chapter I: Introduction ; includes
com prehen sive ba ckgroun d on G aza Str ip, the situatio n of women, r esearch problem, rese arch questions , resear ch
importance, research frameworka nd repo rt conte nt. Cha pter II: p resents the the oretical framew ork and literatu re revie w
ofp revious studies . Chapter III: de tails res earchm ethodo logyand steps, and rese arch too ls. Cha pter IV: include s dataa nd
info rmation collect ion and analysis, and i nterpretation of results. Chapte r V: ref lects the findings, reco mmend ationsa nd
less ons lear ned. Ch apter V I reflec ts the institutional arran gements to imp lement the rec ommen dations. The report of t he
rese archals osupplements and refe rences.

5-G overnmental Institut es andCivilSocietyOrganizationsRespons

1-5 Research Obje ctives

1-6 Research Refe renceFramew ork

1-7 Research Ethi cal Con siderat ions

1-8 Research Report Lay out

Thi s resear ch aims to:

Priority I ssues of W omen in G aza Strip
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Literature Review
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2-Literatu reRevi ew
2-1 Introdu ction

2-2 Literat ure ReviewMe thodol ogyand Proced ure

2-3 Results of Lite rature Review andAn alysis:

Thi s resear ch will address the full picture of thes ituation of hum an righ ts andg ender f or wom en in th e Gaza Strip;a nd
based on the direct and ind irect pr oblems of wom en, and influences whi ch are r eflected in thes e proble ms on their live s.
Acc ordingly; revie wed the literatu re in the period from 2005to20 09; tod iagnos e the situ ationof Palest inianwomen,a nd
toidentifyt hepolit ical, economic, social, c ultural and legal impac tonwomenin theGaza Strip.

The researc h team adopted severa l methods for c ollectin g wome n' related literature. Se veral feminist and hum an righ ts
organizations were visited , in orde r to obtain thed ocumen ts ands tudies theyhave on wo men. In stitutio ns were contact ed
via their web pages . Also media have bee n followed. Fin ally con ducted online research on issu es of P alestinia n women
during theyears 2005-2009 .
All informa tion ob tained f rom the studies and work pape rs were examined and content analyze d in acc ordance with t he
prob lem tr ee, whi ch was develo ped as bases f or iden tifying problem s and needs a ssessm ent. Ac cording ly, in t he
rem ainingpart of th is chap ter, ther eviewed literatu re is ca tegorize das fol lows:
- The problems ofw omenvictimsof human rights violations in the GazaS trip.
- Th e direct causes of thes e proble ms. - T he indir ect caus es of these problems. - The im pact of these p roblems and the ir
implications onhum an righ ts situa tion of womenin the Ga zaStrip .

Inc onsistency with the inte rnationally rec ognized human rights principle s; anda ccording to WAC vision as a kn owledg e-
base center , wome n at risk in Gaz a Strip must be protected from violen ce and i ts multi ple form s: duress, coe rcion, a nd
dep rivation .

2-3- 1Women prob lems:

Priority I ssues of W omen in G aza Strip
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A) Violenc e andit s multiple form s

B) Coercion

Occ upation violen ce:

Dom esticViolence

c) D epriva tion

Palestinian women have b een sub ject to repeated Israel i attack s in the ir priva te and public s phere. T he rec ent Isra eli
offe nsive on the G aza Str ip was the mos t severe , where (108) w omen have been kille d, (19) Palestin ian wo men we re
killed in Ga za by the incur sions an d shelling during the period fro m January toN ovember 2008 . (97) P alestinia n women
are languis hing in Israeli jails, of f which (4) are from the Gaza Strip. ( 39) Pal estinian wome n have b een kil led in t he
inte rnal figh ts even ts. Inad dition, (6) wom enwere killed during the incid ents of d isorder and cha os in2006& 2007.Als o,
the Israeli s iege im posed on the G aza Str ip has caused the death of 13 women, a resul t of den ial from travel to recei ve
treatmenta broad(P alestin ian Central Bure auofSt atistics , 2009).
The results of "Had eel Qazzaz" (2005) study abo ut 2005 violenc e, indic ates tha t one of everyf ive wom en inG aza Str ip
cam e under direct i njuryof money and life as a re sult of I sraeli at tacks.A lso, thre e of ev ery four women in theGaza Str ip
had been victims o f fear o r anxiety due to Israeli attacks in the p ast year s. And one of e very two wom en suffe red dire ct
inju ry byoccupatio n; represented in injur y to life of whic h 24% cases o f death, and one of eve ry five women have be en
vict ims of d irect ha rm due to vandalism o f home s; includ ing 14% cases of com plete house dem olition , and 57 % part ial
dam age.

One of every five women in the Gaza Strip is v ictim of physic al viole nce. One of ev ery thre e wome n is su bjected to
psychologi calviole nceand verbal abuse, i ncluding libela nd sland er. One of ever y ten wo mensu ffers fro m social violen ce
and abuse social. T he study showed the existence of multiple f orms of violence, incl uding: v iolence agains t widow s,
divorced an d elder women . The study, als o, found that women c an diag nose an d determ ine the causes and me chanism s
exis t out o f the cycle of v iolence , and there is a n urgen t need to listen to the voices o f women victims; els e femin ist
organizations woul dbetrapped ina viciou s circle( Center for Wom en'sAf fairs,20 05).
Ast udy by "Comm unityVoice" (2008) en titled "Violence agains t women", iden tified th at 74,6 % of wo men re sponden ts
hav e witnessed a f orm of violence against women, whe ther ver bal, ph ysical, s exual, econom ic or le gal viol ence; a nd
accounted that42.3 % of th em have beenvi ctimsof variou s forms violenc e. This, accordi ng to the ir point of view , is duet o:
pov erty, wi desprea dunemployment, custo ms and traditions, andpolitical conditions ing eneral.
In the same contex t (but o n the is sue of inherita nce den ial), "L ayla El -Mdalal " (2005) affirm ed that there is injusti ce
bef allen on women in thef orm of inheritan cedeni al. Whe re the vast majorityofh er research sam ple agreed that the fami ly
system inthe Pales tinianso ciety is unfair to wome n, withh ighpre judicea s aresu ltof society mas culinity , malep referen ce
ove r female , and in differen ce towomen'sr ights in general . Onthe otherhand, the studypointedout that, there is ignoran ce
and lack of women awareness of legal ac tion to f ile lega l suites for atta ining their inhe ritance. Accord ing to a study by
PCB S (200 8), only 7.7%of Palestinianwomen ow nedah ouseor p roperty.

Div orce isi nfluenc ed bydominan t social t radition in theP alestini ancommunity. This is reflected in the tradition al way of
mar ryingof f childr en. Where marr iage isc onducted by the willof parent s in exil e of the free cho ice of both spou ses, ear ly
mar riage of boysan dgirls alike, and the im pactof family i nterven tion on all there solutions of the spouse s. Thes tudy, als o,
noted thatd ivorceis considered an authori tarian to ol against wom en. This makes prevent ionofd ivorcer isks fall undert he
dom estican dcomm unityv iolence that res tricts womenp otential , limitst heir fre edomand threa tens the ir lives. The study
con firmed, divorce occurr ence is a negat ive opt ion that has a d evastat ing imp act on divorce d woman; due to lack of
ava ilability of lega l and social pro tection for her. Also d ivorce w ould h ave dev astating effects on chil dren, and destr oy
thei r future (WAC, 2005) . The C enter f or wom en's Le gal res earch a nd cons ulting (2007) in a pa per enti tled "T he
phe nomeno nof ear lymarr iage in the Gaza Strip", confirm ed that schools dropout is anim portan t factor in early marriage,
and at the s ame tim e one of the m ost im portant outcomes. Thu s, the re lationsh ip between the two is moot. The study
showed the impac t of ear ly marr iage on the he alth, ps ycholog ical and social status of wom en. Ea rly mar riage al so
incr easesth eratesof divorce amon gyoung couple s.

WAC study (2008) on "wo men entreprene urs" ind icated that the main di fficultie s andc hallenge s they f ace are culture of
shame, cus toms an d tradi tions, m arketin g diffic ulties, a nd exp loitatio n by tra ders. T he type of sup port the y need is
mat erial, le gal, soc ial and psychol ogical. A study by Pale stine Ec onomic Policy Resear ch instit ute (2005) iden tified th at
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fina ncialsu pportis the mos t impor tant requiremen tfor Palestinian wome n to star ta proje ct.
In the process of as sessing the needs for womenand girls in Sloan area - J erusale m gove rnorate; "Sama Oidah" noted th at
atta ining an emplo yment opportu nities is one of the most impo rtant needs for women, follo wed by the nee d to raise
com munity awaren ess on gender issues, t hen edu cationa l and re creation al programs fo r wome n, then legal se rvices f or
wom en victims of violenc e, andf inallyca pacity building of girl s and yo ung women on various life sk ills. Als o women
nee d for be tter educational service s ... inp articula r educat ional fa cilities in schoo ls, and the open ing of s econda ry schools
(Ce nter for Women 's Studies, 2008 ).
Acc ording to PCBS (2007 ), The unemployment rate for women during the ye ar 2001 amoun ted to a bout 14 .1%, a nd
con tinuedt ogrowduring th e years 2003,2 004and 2005to reach1 8% in t he second quarter of 200 7.
The study t itled "th e needs of wom en and menaf ter thew ar onG aza" b y UNIF EM (20 09) ide ntified t hat ther e is equ al
con cern am ong women re garding dome stic and Israeli occupa tion vio lence. Domes tic viole nce ha s increased mo re
among families tha t relocatedfrom their p lace of original domicile to other place s, and in the sou thernp arts of Gaza Str ip.
Dom estic v iolence is the main problem facing t he safe ty of women a nd girls in soc iety; while general and politic al
vio lence is the fun damental prob lem fac ing the securit y and s afety of men and boys. Ther e are no legal or pub lic
mec hanism s thatcan protect men and wom en' vic tims of social and polit ical vio lencein the Ga za Strip . Violence against
men is a pu blic offense, w hile vio lence against women is consi dered a private family issue. H ousewives are the most
disa dvantagedcom munity segment regard ing acc ess to ba sicneed s andco mprehensivep rotectio nfrom violenc e.
UNIFEM(2009), in the sam estudy , noted that ther e is a pr eferenc eto sati sfy then eeds of boys whenther eshorta geof food
in the fami ly, and the ones with lo west pr iority a re the e lderly. A fter th e war, the time spent b y wome n in co oking has
bec omeles s;dueto the limited ava ilability of cook ing gas and the decline in food security.
The re is a b ig drop in hous ewives' sources of income after the wa r comp ared tom en. Before the war, 20% of w omena nd
10% of men affirmed that t heyreliedon the reliefa ndassis tancefr om UNRWAas a primarysour ce of inc ome. W hile, 40%
ofm enand women depend edon"theintern ational relief agency" as aseco ndarys ourceo f income before andaft er the war.
The re is ac onsensu s betwe en men and women tha t wives bear ag reater b urden, than the ir husbands, in the prov isionof a
secondary income for thefamily.

Bas ed onre viewand analy sis of relevantli terature , proble ms of womenin the Ga zaStrip canbe summar izedas follows :
Violence probl ems:Th is includes all f orms of violenc e again stwome n;namely:

- O ccupa tionvio lence: th e killing, injury , disabi lity, loss , anddisplacem ent.
- F amily violence: physi cal, sex ual, em otional or psyc hologic al abus e, economic abuse, th reats of violenc e,
murder on the bac kgroun dof the so-called "fami lyhonor ", inces t, earlym arriag e, andd ivorce.
- C ommunity vio lence: r ape, sex ual hara ssment , stereo typing of wome n, and stereoty ping of women 's work in
specificar eas.
- S ocialv iolence: insultin g and obscene language direc ted to th e wifei n front of other s, suppr ession, silencing,
rid icule, appearan ce and behavio r criticism, con trol, pro secutio n, circl e of acq uaintances con trol, and isolati ng
fro m fami ly.

Coerci on: whe rewom en suffe r fromc oercion in seve ral form s andle vels:
-F orcede arlyma rriage.
-C oercion not tom arry.
-C ompuls ion onwork tha t doesn ot respect thed ignityo f women.
-C oercion on poly gamy- Examp le: (mar tyrs wives of the ).
- C oercion on mi grationf rom the ir homes.

Depriv ation:womens uffering from:
-Deprivat ionfrom educa tion.
-Deprivat ionfrom basicn eeds(f ood, drink, and clothing ).
-Denialo f access to infor mation resource s about availab le servi ces.
-Deprivat ionfrom financ ial resources,a nd acces s toma terial re sources .
-Deprived fromparticipa tion inu nion wo rk.
-Deprived of part icipation in dec ision-m aking in thefam ilyand community.

Con clusion s
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2-3- 2Direc tCause s
Hum an Rights Wa tch (200 6) noted in its report on "Viol ence against Pa lestinia n Women and Girls" th at only a limit ed
per centage of rape cases ar e brought up to justice; and tha t Palesti nian jud iciarys ystemi mposes onerous burden s of proof
and legal p rocedur es on ra pe vict ims, which prac tically shuts the door in front of filling of co mplaints. In pra ctice, t he
pos sibility of filing complaints. This refle cts the laws pa ralysis and lac k of eff ectivene ss, whi ch nega tively a ffects t he
prevalence of viole nce and expansion of its cons tituency . The Human R ights Watch ha s asked the Pal estinian Nation al
Aut hority, as an urgent priority, to work on the prev ention of vio lence a gainst w omen and girls, and promo te
accountabil ity for crimes of violence, thr ough ef fective investig ation and pros ecution . Furthe rmore, the nee d to ena ct
laws that c riminal ize all f orms o f domes tic violence, a nd to re peal le gal prov isions that per petuate violenc e against
wom en and girls or toleran ce towa rds the m. The report pointed out that: "TheP alestinia n NationalAut hority" conside rs
security wi thin the contex t of occ upation only, a nd completely ignores actual s ecurity problem s threatening women in
thei r homes . Anda s such, PNAnot onlyrefrains f rom tak ing the necessa ry meas ures to prevent violenc e agains t women,
and to inves tigateincidents , andpunish pe rpetuato rs, whic hputsthe lives of wom enandt heir hea lth atst ake;but also de ny
the victims from rights def ined by the inte rnation al law of human rights , includ ing thei r right o f non-d iscriminationa nd
the effective judicial treatm ent ofin flicted abuses.
Som e of the directc auseso f wome n's prob lems in GazaStrip areextreme poverty, which they liv e in and try toci rcumve nt
toa chievea cceptab le living. WAC (2006) studyen titled" the reali tyof women in rural ar eas inM awasi - Rafah" noted th at
wom en living in ex tremep overty continu ous look for a s ource of securit y andp rotectio n for the ir fami lies, thr ough the ir
que st for ba sic nee ds that meet the minim um livi ng requ irement s. The s tudy sh owedthe poor c onditio ns of womena nd
thei r sense of social isolat ion, des pite the Israeli withdra wal, an d Azln suffer f rom ps ycholog ical eff ects of the Isra eli
occ upation and set tlers fro m the barriers a nd insu lation i nspections and violations of th e dignit y andfr eedoms and their
fam ilies. so ; demanded int ensified psycho logical suppor t, and th ey aske d the women's institut ions interested in helpi ng
them through proje cts gene ratingi ncome, and empowerm ent; as t he pove rty cycl e for women an d make s themv ulnerab le
tom ultiple types of violenc e, andf orcedthem toac cept lo wer leve ls of op portuni tyandtr eatmen t; inord er to obtaina lit tle
for themsel ves and their families, a nd even makes them skipping their needs as womenin orderto provide a livin gfor the ir
chil dren an dcarefo r them.
Loa i Shaba na andJ awadE l-Saleh (2008), ina study entitled "The challenges of women's partici pation in the lab or mark et
and the interventio ns that", prese nted th at Wom en part icipation in the workfo rce is general ly low i n the P alestini an
terr itories, and it is parti cularly low in the pr oductio n proce ss, espe cially in the the Gaza Strip . The s tudy al so
dem onstrat ed that the low female participation is due to social, cultural and ec onomic reasons , result ing in th e limit ed
num ber ofe conom ic activi ties that they co mpetein .
In the conte xtof wo men'sparticipation in the media fielda nd thei r ability to cove r women 's issues, thesuccessiv e series of
eve nts and the ins tability of the s ituation in the Gaza St rip has led to a n unpre cedented setback for P alestin ian med ia
wom en, ha s offere d Hedaya Sham on (2009) pres ented the sadp rofessional real ity of P alestinia n media wome n in Ga za
Stri p, wher e 53 out of a tot al 100 l ost their position in the broadca sted, pr intedand visua l media . As a re sult of June 2007
eve nts, ma ny med ia instit utions were clo sed do wn, which cau sed a s erious unprece dented setback in the history of
Palestinian media- women. The s tudy sh owed th at 49.2% of P alestinia n medi a-women work witho ut a con tract th at
protects their rights . Thest udyresults iden tified th at there is a gen eralsen se of di scriminationbe tweenf emales and males
in t he med ia field, where 23.7% of them confir med thi s feelin g. The journali sts unio n is als o discr iminative against
wom en, since 84.7 % of media-women do not hav e membership in the jo urnalist s union; also the re is no represe ntation of
wom eninthe union board.
Nim aAbuH elo (2008), in the study entitled: "soc ial skills and the ir relati onshipt o decis ion-mak ing for women leaders in
the Palestin ian civ il socie ty", exp lained the imp ortance of wom en leaders' ro le in the Pales tinian s ociety. T he study
showed tha t 67.1% of wom en lead ers inP alestini an civil society have good leve l of soc ial skill s, withs ocial co ntrol sk ill
hav ing the highest rate for socialsk ills (81 .2%), fo llowed bysocia l expre ssion (6 5.4%), and soci al sensi tivityca me in last
(49. 8%). T he study also noted that wom en lead ers in t he Pale stinian civil society h ave hig h level of abili ty to ta ke
dec isions(76.5%).
Salwa Thabet (2006) and Nima A bu Helo (200 8) have indicated that civil society organizat ions' (C SOs) r ole in t he
dev elopme nt of Pa lestinia n wome n is go od. The CSOs are stil l focuse d on m eeting women practica l needs , such as:
hea lth servi ces, rel ief and the requ irements of dai ly life, b ut didnot focus enoug h on the develo pmenta spect.As well a s,
the presence of ro le differencesi n CSOs with re spect to preparing, train ing and developing of Palestin ian women; due,
mai nly, to sexvariable.
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Reg arding women role in political partici pation, A l-Masr i andE slim (20 08) study emph asized that Palestinian women 's
pol itical pa rticipat ion was weak, ( 48.4%) of thet otal sam ple. Di vorced women are mo re educa ted. Wo men members in
pol itical parties a re the most involved in pol itical a ction. T he most important im pedim ents to wome n politics
par ticipation, in or der of importance, are self-con straints , follow ed byr eligious obstacles, then politic al obsta cles, th en
socio-cultu ralcons traints, theneconomicbarriers, and las tly legal obstacl es.
Hed aya Sh amun (2006) sh owedthat the proporti on of fe male members in polit ical par ties is 15%, com pared to 85% of
wom enthat haveno affilia tion toany polit ical par ty. About 42%of wome nbelieve thatwork in t he polit ics impr oves the ir
stat us in so ciety;w hile 37% consider that politica l partic ipation will not lead to a positi ve impa ct in wo men liv es. As f or
par ticipation obstacles, the y were r epresen ted in th e priva te spher e of the family and surr ounding s, andt he gene ral sphe re
represented in thedominan t culture, economic conditions , and leg al discr iminatio n.
Hal a Manna (2006) in her study e ntitled: "The p articipa tion of women in loca l counci ls in the Gaza Strip", offered an
ana lysis fro m gender pers pective , which stated that the main bottlene ck for women appoint ment is the no n-bindi ng
reso lutiont o includ efemal e member in all the local counc ils. The problem is that this dec isionwas not im plemented, sin ce
it la cked bi nding im plementation mechan isms. The study also sh owed th at thep roportio n women representatio n in loc al
bod ies does not ind icate or implya ctive pa rticipat ion. The studyf oundth at 85,6% of women did not feel anypositivero le
for local co uncils in their lives, T he mun icipalities did n ot have specia l interes t in developing the sta tus of w omen, as
73.3 % of researched wome nindica ted.

Bas ed on r eview a nd ana lysis of relevan t litera ture, d irect ca uses of women 's' pro blems i n the G aza Str ip can be
sum marize das follows:

- Thepresence of Israe lioccupationan d its vio lentpra cticesandaggr essions against the Pale stinian peoplei ngener al;
andPa lestinian wome ninpart icular.
- Thedominan t malec ulturein Palesti niansociety, inc luding customs and tra ditions.
- The control of bias ed anti -women social trends (injusti ce and gender inequa lity), at family level w ith ma le
prefere nce ove r femal e or atworkplac e withwages discrimination.
- Rising povert y levels in theP alestiniansocie ty (90%).
- Neces saryma terials shortage of and highpri ces.
- Women leade rships' l ack of presence indeci sion-ma king andstrateg ies plan ningpo sitions.
- Inform ations ources shortage abouta vailabl eservices.
- Civ il societ y fragil ity of a nd its a bility t o repres ent wo men, and weak lobbyi ng and advocacy campaigns on
women 's issue s.
- Media weakn ess indocumen ting and exposi ng thec rimeso f occupa tionaga inst wo menand the fam ily, pro pertya nd
livelih oods.

Wo men an d Arme d Strug gle "Women and armed confl ict" study pres ented in the Fi rst Conference of Ara b Women
Org anization (200 6), state d that internati onal co nventio ns affir med h uman ri ghts res pect in times of peace and war.
Bei jing pla tform for Actio n identi fied (ad opted by the Fourth World Co nferenc e on Women) th at thel ack of r espect f or
wom en hu man rights, and the inadequate promo tion and protect ion of th ese rig hts, is "a matter of serious concern". T he
Platform for Action reaffi rmed th at wom en hum an righ ts are part of th e inter nationa l human rights; and th at the fu ll
enjoyment of all hu man rights is cr itical fo r women empow erment and the enjoym entofa utonom y.
Gha daAbu Giap(2008) in a study on "The impact of thes iege on the Pale stinian family f rom women sta ndpoin t" noted to
the deterior ation of families economic situ ationsw ither o n the lev el of househol d head l oss of w ork or the level of family
monthly income de crease. Also,familiesa re suffering fro m debt accumu lationand risin g prices of commodity and goo ds
due to thes iege. As for the siegeim pact on the soc ial statu s of the family; 28.3% of samp le hasi ndicated increa se in ear ly
mar riage in cidence and on the other side forced n umber of young ment o postp one ma rriage. A lso 30 .5% of f emales in
sam ple ind icate the occurrence of divor ce with in their families. At t he leve l of Pa lestinian famili es psyc hologic al
situ ations, 6 0.5%of the sam ple expressed that vio lence against womenan dchild ren has increase d during the pe riodoft he
sieg e. Exam ined sample also note d an in crease i n nervousness, tension and anxiety within fa milies. As for e ducatio n;
stud ents' fa ilure rates have increased, attain ing low grades , associ atedwit h increase scho ols drop outrate .
Wit h respec t to hea lth status, thest udy poi nted ou t that 58 .7% of t he sample thought that the siege hasca used individua ls'
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inab ility to receive treatment abroad, as well as t he inab ility to afford t reatmen t costs. As for CSOs r ole, 35. 5% of t he
sam ple bel ieves that CSOs are ful filling i ts role i n mitig ating the effect s of the siege o n families, with er on th e level of
vio lence against wo menand childr en, orthe diree conomi c situati on of Palestinia nfamilies.
Acc ording UNRWA, 44.9% of pre gnantw omenin the Ga za Strip sufferf rom iron defici t which causesa nemia, as a resu lt
ofthe deter iorating quality of heal th carei n the oc cupied Palestin ian terri toriesd uring2007, and as a res ult ofrestrictio ns
imposedby Israelon Palest iniansf reedom of them ovement (Youssef Ibra him, 2008).
In a survey on heal th providers an d benef iciaries, the res ults indicated th at the proportion of he alth problems b ecause of
chil dhooda ndmaternityca re or fa mily pla nningor birth i s 17.5% in the P alestin ian terri tories, w ith18.7% for West Ba nk
and 14.4% for Gaz a Strip. When examin ing hea lth prob lems in cidences and distributi ng on patients (accord ing to t he
hea lth secto r, which went t o for am edical c onsulta tion) da ta indic ate that thehigh est perc entage of patie nts (26.9%) goi ng
to the gove rnment sector were for matern al and child ca re, family planning, or giving birth. W ith reg ard to the priva te
sector, 14.4% of visits wer e due to maternal and child car e, famil y plann ing or g iving bi rth. Asf or clinics andh ealth ca re
cen ters, they provided preg nancyc are serv ice by2 4.8%. W ith reg ard ton on-governmental orga nization s;, thep roporti on
ofv isits due to mat ernityandchildhood, fa mily pl anning, or givin g birth is 22.5% , andthe servic e provi des for pregnan cy
care women is 66.1% (Central Bur eauofS tatistics , 2005).
WAC (2008), inas tudyen titled"T he impa ct of the siegea nd thep olitical division on fam ilyand socialre lations hips int he
Gaz a Strip" , affirmed that domestic violen ce has increase d signif icantly after the split,b ecauseof differ enceso npolitic al
affi liations or beca use of p overty and une mploym ent res ultingf rom the siege. T he spli t has ripped apa rt bond s in ma ny
fam ilies.
WAC (2007) a study entitle d: "Wo menin the Gaza Strip: t hesiege ; impoverishm ent; and security disord er", indi cated th at
the majority of women opposed internal strife a nd beca me rest rained a nd anx ious of drainin g of the ir mobi lity in t he
pub lic sphere, and loss of safety f actor in private and public live s. The s tudy als o reflected wom en vulnerabili ty, almost
dail y over m any months, t o bombardment, and th e effect s of the siege that depr ived the population of most ba sic need s.
The continu ing situ ationo f impov erishme nt is bo th cause and res ult of domestic violence preva lence; t hereby increasi ng
the sufferingof womenand theirch ildren.
MonaAl-S hishnia (2006) i n a stud y on "cu ltural tr ansform ations and thei r impac ton the phenom enonof violence against
wom en in P alestin ian soci ety," explained that vio lence against women manifes tations are: ph ysical, e conomic, verbal,
mental, sexual and moral. As for the level of vi olence a gainst women in soci ety; var ies depe nding on the number of
var iables;e ither:a woman 's age,le vel ofe ducation, typeo f famil y andpl ace of r esidence, where violence pract iced mo re
ony oungwomenin age, le ss educated, and living in exten ded fam ily , as well as women in thevi llages. T he stud yshowed
var ying cau ses ofv iolence; which was mo st impor tant: social reas ons, fol lowedb ycultur al andeconomic causes and leg al
reas ons.
Wo man Ce nter for Researc h andDevelop ment (2008) in a survey on "Th e impac t of cuts salarie s of Palestinian women ",
iden tified t hat abo ut 77% of the househo lds (wh ich we re prov ided fo r by women before sa laries cu tting) have be en
dep rived of such su pport. T he poll showed that 89 .2% of r espond ents do not have other s ource(s ) of inc ome. At the soc ial
leve l, thenegative effect on working fema les' fam ily and social relations ranges between 50 to9 0%, and about 7 8,7%d id
not receive any external aid . Finally; show that th e 44,5% of thes ampleh ad been negatively aff ected by politic al choic es
due to siege .
Cen ter for Women 's Lega l Research an d Consu lting ( 2007) in a stud y titled : "Discriminat ion in men and women
pun ishment for the crime of adulte ry", sta ted that , Islamic law ha s equate d between men and women;while ap plied laws
disc riminat es in the sent ence to be tou gh on adultero us wif e and d iluted on adu lterer h usband . The s tudy al so
recommended the stoppin g of dis crimina tion against women as reflected in som e laws , because such discrim ination is
con trary to the prot ectionof human rights in Palest iniansociety,a ndconst itutesa blatant attacko nwome n's righ ts.
Eur o - Mediterranean Human Rights Network ( 2006) i n the re search titled "achievin g gend er equa lity in t he Euro -
Mediterran ean area : change is pos sible an d neces sary" cl arified t hat, change is both pos sible an d necess ary. Th e resear ch
que stions the preva iling st ereotyp es image of the region, which is drawn by conservati ve, static, andr igid reli gious a nd
trad itions that ares ubject t o change that womens uffer fr om opp ression, and we re not aware of what is going on around
them . The research shows that change is possible and th at the m ost sen sitive is sues fo r wome n relating to: fa mily law,
dom estic violence, the righ ts associatedwith pregnancya nd chil d birth, and the struggl e to ach ieve gen der equ ality. T he
rese archsh ows tha tchange is necessarybecauseo f the eco nomica nd soci alchanges expe rienced by thecommunities.
Kar em Nas hwan(2005) in a criticalandco mparat ive stud y on the " Draft Law of Persona l Status " noted that, fam ily law s,
alth ough nu merous , clear d iscriminate betweenm enandw omen on thebasis ofs ex, espe ciallys ince the ses inhe rited laws
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hav e beend evelope dwith mascul ine cont ext and arerepr esentati veof the economic, his tory, an dSocia l histori cal trend s.
The y all contribute d to the mascu line stru cture o f family relations caus ing the most se rious v iolation s in the family in
gen eral and to wom en inparticula r. With the comprehens ive Pale stinelegislativ e revolu tion witnessed sinceth e electi on
ofthe Legis lative Council in 1996 and tod ate has sought t he feminist mo vement , and wi th thesupporto f political parties,
to develop family laws on the lad der of prioritie s within the leg al requ irement by ame nding a nd standardizing, whi ch
promotede quality between menand wome n.

Bas ed on r eview and analysis of relevan t literat ure, in direct c auses o f wome n's problems in the Gaza Str ip can be
sum marize das follows:

- Politi cal insta bility in the reg ion.
- Israel i siegeimposed on theGazaStr ip.
- Instab ilityof the inter nal Pale stinian situatio n.
- Inter national isolati on impo sed on the Ga za Strip since the victory of " Hamas " move ment in 2006 legislati ve
elections.
- Thela ckofa soundle gal env ironment thatse rves women'si ssues.
- Theg lobal fin ancialc risis and its eco nomicr epercus sions.
- High populat iongrowth(3.4 %).

Fad l Abu Hein (2008) in a study titled: " the Isra eli siege and its psycho logical effects on the Palestin ian population in
Gaz a,", states that 55% of the pop ulation suffered from average anxiety , and4 2% of c ases of averag e depre ssion, a nd
both need psychol ogical guidanc e and in terventi on. 12% of the populat ion suff ers from seriou s conce rn, and 9% suff er
from sever e depre ssion and are, thus are in dir e/urgen t need f or treat ment, psychiat ry, recr eationa l places , and se lf
exp ression in light of siege. Andthe result ing inte rnal div isions drew Pale stinian society and res ulted in the case of hatr ed
and reveng e toward s each o ther. And that 60% of p arents have be comem ore viol ent and nervou s agains t the mo ther, 77%
of m others have be come m ore ner vous wi th thef ather an d childr en due to the si ege, 84 % of mo thers have bec ome mo re
fear ful and isolated thanbefore.
In t he context of th e effec ts of wa r on the mental health of the p arents R awya Hamam (2009) showed that the avera ge
num ber of parents exposur e to tra umatic events a mounte d to ap proxima tely 14 trauma tic even t per in dividua l, and th at
95% of mal es were exposed to trau matice vents co mpared to98% for fem ales; and accounted fo r 97.2% of theparentsd id
not feel safe in their homes during thewar, and they arenot able to protect their lovedones .
"Mervat Mokbel an d Wafa a Youni s (2008 ) study highligh ted the "psycho logical and soc ial effects of womenlo sing the ir
sons for security c haos an d by the Israeli occupa tion" that wom en are the subj ect of s tudy, th e need for psyc hologic al
support mo re thanf inancia lsupport to sup port them . Thes tudy als o emph asizesth at feelings ofh atred an drevengeandt he
non -accept ance of othersi s still ra ging in the hear ts of mothers su ffering from loss, and have mixed fee lings to ward the ir
chil dren'sd eathsre sult oft he fight ing between the "open" and"Hamas"a s it did not feel proud; t he fact that thei r childr en
are notmar tyrs.
Am al Taleb (2008 ) in the study e ntitled: "the de gree of satisfac tion of basic n eeds and their relationship to degree of
mar ital har mony," identifi ed that need for self-es teem got the hi ghest de gree of satisfac tion, while the need for securi ty
cam e as the very least requ irednee d;as ar esultof incursions andassassin ations, a s wella s a resu ltof Inte rior conflictsa nd
inte rnal fig hting.T his resu lt came in cont rary to t he view of the" Maslow" that f ulfillment of ba sic needs be gr eater th an
the saturation in the needsof highe r educat ion.
Slama Zuaiter" (20 07) thro ugh the studye ntitled: "The s ociolog ical dim ension of wom en's work and i ts impa ct on the ir
pos ition in society that" sh owed that, wom en's work contr ibuted t o the so cial stat us distinguishe d them, and the existen ce
ofa directc orrelationbetween the valuesd ifferent sociolo gical di mension to thework of women .
In the conte xtof women'shealth;h as expla inedShabana( 2009)that thea bortion rate of 7 .1% int he Pale stiniant erritorie s,
by6 .4% in the Wes t Banka nd8.1% inGaza Strip in2005 and 200 6, and the percentageof Caesa rean se ctionsre corded in
the hospita l, "heali ng" reached 32 % at the end of the yea r 2008a nd 29% in Jan uary 20 09 of al l births that too k place in
thes e months, the average rate inn ormal c onditions was up to 15 %, and Shabana pointed out that there is incre ase in t he
num ber of births i n Janua ry 2009 up to 5000 cases com pared Regular monthl y rate before th e war, a 4000 case, th is
incr ease may be at tributed to an increase in the n umber of prete rm birth s durin g the war. Meanwhile beneficiaries;s ee
mostof the women (85.6%) thanthose wh odid no t receive post-n atal care , the ab senceof health problem s after birth ist he
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mai nreason for the non-selectedan dpost- natal ca re. While showi ng that thelack of service wast he reason, too, behindt he
non -selecte d andp ostnatal care, where the percen tage rea ched38 .6% in the Palestiniant erritorie s andthe risein the Ga za
Stri p increa sedby4 timesthat in the WestB ank (44%, 10.8 %).
Suhad Obie d (2006 ) in her study" stress and jobs atisfact ion of w omen in leadership po sitions in the Gaza Str ip," not ed
that , the pr oportion of wo men in leader ship po sitions who are subjected to psychological p ressure is 61% , and t he
per centage of job s atisfact ion is 66%. Psycholog ical pre ssures s ustained by Pal estinian wome n are: political pressure s,
fam ily pre ssures, work pressure s, comm unity pressur es and current period pressures (law lessnes s and econom ic
pressures). The stu dy verif ied that the grea ter thework pressures t he less job satis faction in marr iedwom en. Because th ey
suff er most pressur e andpa in, whe re customs and traditions make women bear the respon sibilitie s of the home, i nadditi on
towork responsibil ities.
UNIFEM( 2009),e xplaine d that, the bigge st healt h proble ms wom en, which suff er from , is thet raumaa nd psyc hologic al
stre ss resul t ingfrom thewar.

Bas ed on r eview and analysis of relevan t literat ure, in direct c auses o f wome n's problems in the Gaza Str ip can be
sum marize das follows:

- Distinctionb etween malesand fema les.
- Thenegative imageo f wome nin the media.
- Psych o-social conseq uences .
- Healt hconse quences .
- Marg inalizat ionofw omenan dtheir poor uti lization as ahuman source in the community develop mental process .
- Increa sing ga pbetwe en wom en' kno wledge andapp lication .
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3-Researc hAppro ach an d Meth odology
3-1 Research Approach

3-2 Research Met hods

The research was based on descriptive-a nalytic al appro ach, to analyz e the compreh ensive and integrated picture of
wom ensituation in GazaS trip. The predic tive approachw as used for setti ng wom en prio rity issues andp roblems, to ass ist
dec ision makers in femini st organ izations and donors in policy and appropriat e interventions develop ment to impro ve
wom en's status inthe Gaza Strip.

Sev eral Res earchm ethods were us ed asfo llows;

4 0 studie s, resea rches a nd work ing pap ers, on Palestinian women in all fields since 2005 a nd
unt il 2009, were reviewed . Furthe rmore, Arab reports and studie s, and o ther iss ued by humanr ights o rganizat ions we re
exa mined. This has beende tailedin thebeg inning of thest udy.

Was design ed as scientific research tool to measu re quant itative d ata. Where the team w as able to
design a questionn aire for women and another for men, in an attempt to measure trends and views of w omena nd men in
dete rmining priorit ies of women's issues in Gaza Strip. It include d resolu tion of the stud y, andp ersonal and dem ograph ic
data . Wome n's que stionnaire conta ined 60 questions, covering al l social, psycho logical, econom ic and cultural problem s
of women; while m en' qu estionna ire inc luded 25 quest ions in the prob lems a nd issue s of women. T he que stionnai re
con tainedboth ope n-ended and clo sed questions. Closed question s answers were basedo n (Lick ert scal e) of mu lti-choi ce
byg ivinga valueof zero to 4.

7 fi eld wor kers act ed as fa cilitator s of women and menq uestionnaire fil ling ses sions, t hen invested tim e byc onducti ng
focused gr oups meetings to wom en and men views r egardin g women's issues in Gaza St rip. The repor t includes
outstanding testimonies from wom en, and whatm en in the se grou ps, aswellasfieldwork ers mo st impor tantobs ervatio ns
ongroupsa ndhost organizations.
Coo peratio n and coordina tion wa s made with p artner i nstitutions, acc ording to certa in criter ia. The first is based on
geo graphic aldivisi on, and second is conce rnedwi thsample chara cteristic s; as fo llows:

Gaz a has been divi ded into (5) go vernorate as fol lows: Gaza - North - C entral - KhanYunis - R afah. Each pro vince was
div idedasf ollows:
Nor thernGovernor ate: (Ja baliya- Jabalia town -B eitHanoun).
Gaz a Gove rnorate:

- East i ncludes : (Shoja eya - Tofah- Za ytoon- Sha'af - Mount Rayyes)
- West and include: (Te lHawa - Sheikh Ajleen - beach camp- port are a).
- North and inc lude: (S heikhR adwan - Zarqa area - Galaa).
- South and inc lude: (S abra-Aldhadih).
- Midd le and include: ( Remal - Daraj - Downt own-S aha - We hdasreet).

Mid dle Gov ernorate:
- JohrA Ldiek- WadiGaza - Maghazi - Messa dar.
- Deir e l-Balah includi ng (city - camp) .
- Nusei rat - the flower - Mughr aqaare a - zone Zawaid a

Kha nYunis Governorate:
- Easte rn Regio n: Kara ra - Khu zaa -Abassan( oldand new)- B ani Su haila vil lage -F okharyarea.
- Cente r of Kha nYounis: Khan Younis city -G izanAl-Najjar - Sattar (eastand west).
- Weste rn Region: KhanYunis Mawas i - Maja yda - Ha ssan al -Najjar
RafahG overno rate:
- Shoka town.
- Nassr town.

Raf ahmunicipality includi ng:
The city (Su ltandis trict -M awasi - Western Rafah ).

3-2- 1 Liter ature re view:

3-2- 2 Ques tionnai re:

The first cr iterion, geogra phicald istribut ion:
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Sha bourac amps district.
ElGeneina - Tanweer area -Al-Salam - Brazil

Men: f rom 20- 50year s (students - wo rkers -unemployed).
Wome n: from 20-50y ears (students- worker s - housewives) .

the number of wom en andm en ofe ach inst itutionwas acco rdingt osample distribution

Gaza S trip has been identified as geo graphic bounda ry for r esearch total po pulatio n cover ing its f ive governorate s.
Resear ch' time -frame has been define d to bef rom the beginn ingof2005till n ow. ResearchcoversP alestinia n women
from2 0-50 years (students - workers - house wives). And me n of 20- 50 year s (stude nts - workers - are unem ployed ).
Resear chpopu lations izes of womena nd men havebe en (109 ,537) an d(112, 647), re spective ly.
The si zes of r epresen tative s ample o f wom en and men ha ve been calculated us ing a co mputer to ach ieve 95%
Confid ence Le vel and 5% Co nfidenc e Interval. Accordingly , the res ults can be gen eralized to the wholep opulation.
The representa tivesam ple, for women and men, was 3 83.
The represent ative sample was distr ibuted, in such a way, to assure it ha ving proper represent ation o f resear ch
popula tionspecificatio ns ofage, geog raphicr egiona ndwom enandm enoccupations.
Reach ing thetargetgr oup relied field workers , whowere trainedand then de legation to part ner CSO s accor ding to its
geogra phical location, and its potentia l topro vide the sample as set fo rthabove. The collabo rationw ith18institutio ns
for the mobiliz ationof researc hcivilq uestionnaires, a nd(38) Founda tion for the implementa tionof focuseg roups.

Tab le (1):D istribut ionofre search femalepopulationover Gazago vernor ates

The second criterio n, acco rdingto the fol lowing specific ations:












Res earchTotalPo pulatio n and S ample:
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3-4Fi eld Work:

3-4-1 Fieldwork team:

3-4-2 Fieldwork teamtraining:

3-4-3 Field work m echanism:

Focus groups:

6 fieldworkers / m eetings facili tators were s elected from among WA C staff, whic h had previo us experienc e in fieldwor k
and in the studyfield

One d ay training was provided for the team, in which the research ide a, execution plan andelem ents were presented. Th is
includ ed the presentation of th e research p roblem tree , research tools, revision of question naire and re sponse to an y
questi ons that migh t be aroused by the target sample mem bers. Also the research m ethodologya ndin dealing with CSOs t o
identi fy and reach the research sample afte r the application of selection criteria (age and ge ographic are a, occupation ,
numb er of eachgroupof women or men). It was alsoemp hasized to tak e advantage of thesegroups byconducting thefocus
groups meetingaft er the filling the questionnaire with the m collectivel y. The Focus groups were set todiscuss raised issue s.
Emphasis wasgive n to takingn otes andstate ments of the target group, andpresenting their views andperspec tives.

Coordina tion and networking was made with 18 CSOs covering all of G aza Strip, to contribute in compiling of
required categories ac cording to research populationcharacteristics, whic h amounted to 383women andmen.

Data col lection using the questionnaires for the research required the period from 7 June until 18 June 2009. A ll
received filled questio nnaires were reviewed and verified. T he questionnaires that we re damaged, lost or did no t
fulfill the conditions were excluded . The endres ult was as fol lows:
- Women: (387) quest ionnairesreceivedand(4) excluded- M en: (332) questionnaires received and ( 51) excluded .

-Set numerical es timates for the studysamp le responses .
-Enter the numeri calestimates on the statis ticalanalysis program(SP SS).
-Use of statistical treatments in the program ; which fit the studyquestions, namely :
-Fre quency.
-Ma thematicalAv erages (mea n, andmedia n).
-Relativeweights according to averages.
-Extract somegra phics repres entationsof Mathematical averages.
-Res ults interpretation.
In addition to des criptive stati stical analys is, multiple l inear regress ion analysis was perform ed; in order t o
ident ifywomen's prioritiesiss ues thatmust be dealt with byCSOs

(38) F ocus groups were organiz ed as oneof the qualitative research m ethods; toatt ain in-depth informationa ndqualitativ e
inform ation to be integrated wi th the questi onnaires analysis results. Thus have objective evid ence based information i n
dealin g with issue s and problems faced by women in th e Gaza Strip . 82 specialis ts and exper ts participate d in the focus
group , each in her/ his area of specialty. All the meetings were tabe-re corded, including themes , comments a nd answers t o
the questions of th e research se arch by spec ialization; and then each fieldworker fully replaye d the meetin g, determine d
answers for each question by the focus group , and recorde d the answer s in the designated table.
In this context,foc us groupsfor thefollowing categories were coordina tedand impl emented:

- Media mena ndwomen, andwriters.
- Socialworke rs and psychologists from mentalheal th institutions.
- Representat ives of femin ist organizat ions (Femin ist organizat ions and leaderships) - R epresentatives of civil an d
private sector s.







Field workco ordination:

Questionnair es:

Questionnair es DataEntr y:
Datawere enteredand analyzedas follows:
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- Experts in th efieldofwom enanddeve lopment.
- Representati ves of human rights organ izations.
- Women and m en with the samecharacteristics as the samplestud y.

1- In the focusgroupfor Media men andwom en, andwri ters:
- Towhatdegr ee is thestere otypingof w omen asfem ale?
- To whatexte nt is media weak in documenting and exposingocc upation crim es against women, family, property an d
livelihoods?
- Towhatexte nt there isap ositive image of womenin the media?
- Towhatexte ntare government institut ions responsivetosolving women prob lems?
- Towhatexte ntare civil so ciety organiz ations responsive tosolvingwomen pr oblems?

2- In the focusedg roupfor men tal healthins titutionsrepr esentatives:
- What is theimpact onwom en private s pace during I sraeli attacks (womenprivacy)?
- Towhatexte nt is women's vulnerable t odomestic p hysicalabuse ?
- Towhatexte nt is women's vulnerable t odomestic sexualabuse?
- Towhatexte nt is women's vulnerable t oemotional o r psychologicaldomestic abuse ofprisoners?
- Towhatexte nt is women' s vulnerable t o threat of vi olence from a familymem ber?
- Towhatexte nt is women's vulnerable t obekilledon the so-called "honor killing" bya familymember?
- Towhatexte nt is women' s vulnerable t o incestbya familymemb er?
- Towhatexte nt is women' vulnerable to divorceagainst her will?
- Towhatexte nt is women's vulnerable t opsycholog icalabusefrom neighbors?
- Towhatexte ntare women ' vulnerable to rape?
- Towhatexte ntare women ' vulnerable toattempted rape?
- Towhatexte nt is the impa ct of women 's problems on thepsycho- social situat ion?
- Towhatexte ntdogovernment instituti ons contribute to solving the problems of women?
- Towhatexte ntdocivil society organiz ations contributetosolving theproblem s of women?

3- In the focusGro up for femin ist organizations and leaderships:
- Towhatexte nt is the stere otyping of women as female?
- Towhatexte ntare women 's deniedbas ic needs (food, drink,and clothing)?
- Towhatexte ntare women deprivedfro m accesstos ources of inf ormationon availableserv ices?
- Towhatexte nt is women's deniedacce ss toher financial resources (inheritanc e, work(Salary) and personal expense ).
- To what extent are wome n' deniedacc ess to material resources (Basic Services) (health, educational, psychological
andemploymentservices) ?
- Towhatexte ntare women ' deniedparticipation in decision-making in thefam ilyandcomm unity?
- What is the impact ofthe I sraeli occupationandits violent practices and aggr essions again st the Palest inianpeople in
general;andP alestinianwomeninparticular?
- Howdomina nt is the patriarchalcultur eonPalestiniansociety includingcustoms andtrad itions of the society?
- Howdomina nt is social tr ends biaseda gainstwome n(injustice a nd gender inequality)at th e level of the family, male s
preferenceto over females, or inworkpl ace, discrimi nation inwages?
- Towhatdegr ee are wome nleadershold ingdecision -makingand strategies planningposit ions?
- Howfragile is civil society andwhat is its ability to representwom en;andweak lobbying a nd advocacy campaigns o n
women's issue s.
- What is thee ffect of regional politicals ituations' sta bilizing the in theregion on women?
- What is impact of theIsraeli siegeimposedontheG aza Stripon women?
- What is impact of instabil ityof theinte rnal Palestin ian situation onwomen?
- Towhatexte nt is the discr iminationbe tween males and females?
- Towhatexte nt is women image in mediapositive?
- What is theimpact of wom en's problem s onthepsycho-social sit uation?

Thequestions aske d ineachof the focus grou ps wereas fo llows:
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- To what extent does The marginaliza tion of wom en and poor use of them as a source of human in the process o f
community de velopment?
- Towhatexte nt is the gap i ncreasingbetween theknowledge and application in the caseof w omen?
- Towhatexte nt is the gove rnment instit utions contri bution tosolv ingwomen' s problems?
- Towhatexte nt is CSOs contribution to solving wom ens' problem s?

4- In the focusGro up for Repre sentatives of civilandpriv ate sectors:
- Towhatexte nt is the gap i ncreasingbetween theknowledge and application in the caseof w omen?
- Towhatexte nt is the gove rnment instit utions contri bution tosolv ingwomen' s problems?
- Towhatexte nt is CSOs contribution to solving wom en's problem s?
4Focus Group for Represen tatives of Human Rights Organization :
- Towhatexte ntare women vulnerable t obeing killed during the r epeatedIsraeli aggressions?
- Towhatexte ntare women vulnerable t o loss or injur yof closefamilyduring the repeatedIsraeliaggress ions?
- To what ex tent are wom en vulnerab le to displac ement and transition from place of residence dur ing the Israe li
attacks?
- Towhatexte ntare women vulnerable t o take over of their heritage and ownfu nds?
- Towhatexte ntare women vulnerable todivorceagainst her will?
- Towhatexte ntare women vulnerable t o tribalpress ure (marriage - divorce)?
- Towhatexte ntare women vulnerable t o rape?
- Towhatexte nt is women denial of part icipationinu nion work?
- Towhatexte nt is women denial of abso lute right to custody of ch ildren?
- Towhatexte nt is the impa ct of the abse nce of a soun dlegalenvironment toservewomen's issues?
- Towhatexte nt is the gove rnment instit utions contri bution tosolv ingwomen' s problems?
- Towhatexte nt is CSOs contribution to solving wom en's problem s?

5- Fo cus Groupfor community activistsinw omen's issue s andgender :
- What is theimpact onwom en private s pace during I sraeli attacks (womenprivacy)?
- Howto iden tify areasof work for wom en?
- Towhatexte ntare women vulnerable t o forcedmarr iage?
- Towhatexte nt are women vulnerable t obeing force don work th at does notrespecther dignity?
- Towhatexte ntare women vulnerable t o forced tobeingone of m ultiple wives (polygamy)?
- Towhatexte nt are women vulnerable t obeing force d to leavehe r home?
- Towhatexte ntare women vulnerable t obeing deprivedfrom education?
- To what extent are wome n vulnerable to being den ied access to her financial resources ( inheritance - salary/work -
personal expe nse).
- To what extent are wome n vulnerable to beingdenied access to basic services (health, e ducational, psychological,
employment s ervices)?
- Towhatexte ntare women vulnerable t obeing denie dparticipation indecision-making in t he familyand community ?
- Towhatexte ntare women vulnerable t obeing denie dabsolute custodyright o f her children?
- Howmuchc ontrol does th epatriarchal culture have over Palestin ian society i ncludingcus toms andtrad itions?
- To what ext ent are socia l trends bias ed against women (injus tice and gender inequality) control over the famil y
(males' prefer enceoverfem ales), orin the workplace (wages discrimination)?
- To what ext ent are CSOs fragile and ability to represent wom en, and weak lobbying campaigns and advocacy to
women's issue s?
- What is thee ffect of stabi l izing thepol i tical situation in theregion on women?
- What is theimpact of the I sraeli siegeimposedonthe Gaza Strip on women?
- What is theimpact of the i nstabilityof the internalP alestiniansit uationonwomen?
- What is theimpact of the a bsenceof a s ound legal environment to serve wome n's issues?
- What is theimpact of high population i ncrease for women?
- What is thee xtent of discr iminationbe tweenmales andfemales?
- What is thep ositiveimage of womenin the media?
- What is thee xtent towhich government institutions to contribute tosolving th eproblems of women?
- What is thee xtent of civil society organ izationscon tribution to solving thepr oblems ofwomen
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Interv iews:

3-4-4 Problems and difficulties faced byt he field work ers:

3-4-5 Notes Offield workers:

3-5 T he Collection andAnaly sis of Docum ents:

Relied on the interview as qua litative rese arch tools to obtain information and explanations more accur ately than th e
specialists and experts; where the intervie w took plac e with (6) characters, including leg al, experts i n the field o f
development, wom en, and experts in the f ield of wom en's health, and rehabili tation specia list for spec ial needs, an d
workers in publica ndprivate se ctor .

Some institutions were flexible and very active in coop eration with the facilitato rs and prov ided space, e quipment an d
logist ics (appropri ate chairs, pe ns and good hospitality); and contrib uted in helping the facilit ators of the t arget group o f
illiteracy, or find it difficult to read and w rite. Also co mmitted to providing ca tegory acco rding to the specifications
requir ed and the required num ber; While some institu tions were not required flexibility and optimal c ooperation o f
meeti ngs. Andmor e or lessthan it's required , and thisis w hat happened with one o f the groups of men, though; facilitator s
tried t o intervene, as appropriate for development of the institution. O ften; institutions werecooperativeand effectivewit h
the exception of a few institutio ns; such as, for example: Foundation apologized for the two groups before embarking o n
one hour only. Th is is the firs t experimen t with 18 community organization in the five go vernorates of Gaza, but a
rewar ding experience and worth yof documentationandd issemination as meaningf ulandasapp ropriate.

- Women have a susceptibi lity to talk about theirpro blems, even i f sensitive, w ithsomeeffo rt from the r esearcher; bu t
to ensure conf identiality.
- Women dem anded that th ere be awareness of the va lue of women and mensho uld be respected.
- Women are very intereste d in that raise d suchresear ch, and hope a lot.
- Targetgroup have various levels ofaw areness.
- There is grea t cooperation by the target group todiscuss women's issues.
- Discussed th e men and women with courage and admitted som e of the injustice of men against women, calling it
unfair andunc lear.
- Men's desire to identify th eresultsof the studyas wellas women.
- Some of the men categorically refused to answe r some questions such as sexual har assment or deprivation o f
education.
- Seemed clea r for some women to ack nowledge sexual violence; reference or recognitio n, but Mutte rings fear an d
concern expre ssed that.
- The women on the proble m of depriva tionof childr en in Mrs. ca se of divorce, and reporte d two cases where childre n
taken fromthe ir mother if t hebirth.
- Was observe d in women s peedof absorptionofthe issues morethan men.
- Has been the topic of polygamyis anexpandedand large, and itw as clearthe men supported the idea of polygamy but
rarely are.
- The unemplo yment of wo men to men and leisure increasedmar ital problems , family, and formed addit ional pressur e
towards them.
- Women were adversely a ffected by cu lture, where men made tyrants, and forced their w ives to go out to search fo r
coupons inthe institutions.

Toan swer research questions fr om a variety of sources v arious docum ents were c onsulted including report s and data that
can an swer these q uestions and are in support of the responses obtaine d from other sources, and make all of the answers i n
anobj ective anda h igh transpar ency andcre dibility level s, andhasone of the resea rchers togo a nd visit seve ral institutions
and access to docu ments and information r elated to rese arch. In add ition to infor mation and documents th at are locate d
across the pages an d websites of the organiz ations of civi l and human rights, gover nment; and t hen worked on the analys is
of these documents using the m ethod of con tent analysis , the search f or answers to questions th at have been agreed by th e
resear ch team.
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Information Analysis and Conclusions



32

4-I nforma tion An alysisand Con clusion s:

4-1 Descrip tiveAn alytica lApproach:

4-1- 1Women Prob lems

Qua ntitativ e and qualitativ e inform ation were co llected during t he mon th of June 2009 ; wher e a team of field worke rs
com pleted two rese archquestionn aires for women and me n, andorganize d (38)f ocus groupmee tings,(6 ) interv iews wi th
com munity activis ts, as well as no tes byf ield wo rkers and revision of do cuments; to an swer the resear ch ques tions. T he
resp onses f rom dif ferent sources f or each questio n haveb een tria ngulated to rea ch obje ctive conclusio ns. The re wasn ot
much differ ence in views between men an d wom en's vie ws, rather, ther e was c onsensus on ma ny issues that have be en
made. Exceptfor a smallpe rcentag e, there was var iancein diagnosing the problem s of wo menin the Gaz a Strip.
The following tab le conta ins ans wers to researc h questions acc ording to various sour ces of informa tion and resear ch
met hods of quantitative and qualita tive:

- Pales tinian women a re subjected to the death, inju ry and disabilit y and d isplace ment due to Isr aeli atta cks is t oo
large. - Israelia ttacksa ffect th eprivac yof wo mensignificant ly.
- Thea bilityof women withsp ecialne eds toa dapt is not mor e than10%. Adaptation is very difficu lt due to the siege,
and the difficu ltyof attainingsupplem entary devices.
- Women aresu bjected tosexual viole nce by70%, bu t the rec ognition is oneo f the ta boos of society.
- There is large propor tion of violation andd eny of w omen rights to inheritance or their own fund s; andwomena re
evenki lled inorder to seize the ir inher itance.
- Women arek illed on the "honor killin g", and suffers exualharassme nt, thre ats of vi olence, and abuse.
- Women aresubjected to psyc hologic al abuse fromneighbor s, andto ridicule and ve rballya busivehusband or fami ly
membe rs.
- There is coer cion of women to the work that does not resp ect her dignity. - Wom en are deprive d of the ir right to
custody of chil dren.
- Women ared eprived from pa rticipat ing inde cision- making in thefamilyand comm unity.
- Women aresu bjected tohara ssment and curi ositySo cial rela tives an dneighbors.(I nterfere nce with privacy).

Con clusion s regar dingWo men Problems
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4-2: Predictive app roach:
Multiple-re gressionanalys is wasa pplied through the entr y of indi catorscontaine d in the women questio nnairea s follows:

The dependan t indica tor was : the ex tent to which civil so ciety or ganizat ions we re able to con tribute t o solvi ng
women 's problems 5-1 ."
The independe nt indic ators wereques tions:
1-1-1, 1-1-1,2- 1-3, 1-1-4, 1-1- 5, 1-1-1 6, 1-2-1 , 1-2-2, 1-2-3, 1 -2-4, 1 -2-5, 1-2 -6, 1-2-7, 1-2-8 , 1-2-9 , 1 -- 2-1 0, 1-2-11,
1-2-12 , 1-2-13 , 1-3-1, 1-3-2, 1 -3-3, 1- 3-4, 1-4 -- 1, 1- 4-2, 1-4-3, 1-4- 5, 1-5-1 , 1-5-2, 1-5-3, 1 -5-4,1- 5-5, 1-6-1, 1-6-2,
1-6-3, 1-6-4, 1 -6-5, 1- 6-6, 1-6-7, 1-6- 8, 1 --2. 2-2, 2-3 , 2-5,2- 7, 2-8, 3 -1, 3-2 , 3-3, 3- 4, 3-5, 3 -6, 3-7, 4-1, 4-2 , 4-3, 4- 4,
4-5, 5- 1(wom en Ques tionnair e,Annex number)
Multip le linea r regres sion analysis addressed the ful l picture of wom en's iss ues; wh ich inc luded th e main directa nd
indirec tproblems, the ir causes and the ir impa ct.
The co rrelation coeffi cient (R2) was 92%, an d the p ercentag e of err or for m ultiple linear r egressio n mode l reach ed
0.2219 .
Result s of thea nalysis included the pr ioritizat ionofw omen's issuesa nd weig hts are:

Fi rst prior ity:1-2- 4 the vu lnerabi lityofw omento takeover theh eritage and the weight of its ow nfunds (19.9%).
Se condpr iority:4 -2 over the posi tive image ofw omenin themedia weight (19.6 %).
Third prio rity:3-3 theimp act oft heinsta bilityof the internal Palestinian situatio nonwomenwe ight (17 .9%).
Pr iorityfour: 1-3- 1 overthe vulne rability of wom entops ychologicalab use from neighbors wei ght (15. 1%).
Pr iorityfive:4-3 theimpact of women'sp roblems onthe psycho logicals ocialweight (1 4.1%).
The sixth priority : 1-5-3 over the coercio n of womento workd oes not respect the dig nity of women by weig ht
(1 2.1%).

The total weight of the prio rities of the first six iss ues of women98.7%, a nd this means the unim portan ce of other issue s.
Acc ordingly, should be a focus on the leg acy of women as a fir st priori ty for in -depth study, and buil ding co mmunity-
based interv ention mechan isms.
Stories of women:

Violence is w idespre ad and in all its forms and ma nifestat ions in rural ar eas and civil so ciety, which a domina nt
culture toward s wome n; at all age cate gories, but most preva lent typ es of vio lence, according to the focuse d worki ng
groups , is verbal and psyc hologic al abus e including p romise of insu lts, swearing, sarcasm , moc kery a nd
margin alization. Ther e are als o coerced to m arry mu ltipleti mes, and early marriage, and t he impo sition of specif ic
discipl ines of s tudy module on the fem ale.
- Oneo f the wo menre ferredto her hu sbandconstant i nsultby saying : "the In sult I he ar is kidding".
- Ando thers thatsaid: "Words we hear are a dr op in as ea of wh at wefa ce ever yday."
- Theth ird: "If I didno t forget the laughter, Iw ould ha ve exploded."
- As two university st udents e xplaine d (28 and 25 years old), thei r sufferi ng due to family sham e/ridicu le for n ot
beingm arried at this a ge; as s uffering indigenous with the m other a nd her words and then the nei ghbors. Although
they ar e educated but they ex pressed their f ear that they loss their ambitio n (to get rid of humiliation, a nd live in
dignity ) as a re sult of despera tion of surrounding co mmunity. Though they want to help b uild the commu nity, th ey
feared one day beingweakene d, andf orced to marry someon e theyd onot li ke or someoneu neduca ted; jus t to get r id
of hear ing ther hetoric of thelate marr iage.
- As for polyga my; on e casere ported that her husband marrie d 9 oth er wome n, andd id not s pare he r andhe r childr en
livinge xpense s. He also lefth ere with his handicappe d sister. She do es nothave ani dentity card and there is no proof
of her personal ity, thus cannot seekas sistance froman yorgan ization s.
Wome n also s uffer fr om the multiple marri ages (a s a form of vio lence), especia lly as i t is aga inst the ir will, as
indicat edbythe statem ents of women in thefocus gro up:
- "We are agai nst it bu t our ha nds are tied bec ause we are women?" That is what one of the women on the subject of
polyga mythat women are powerless.
- Onewomans aid: "questions (referri ng to questionn aire que stions) was touching the verycore ofw hat I su ffer fro m,
sinceI was ma rriedat the ageof 14, and divor cedagainst my will (becauseI part of e xchange marria ge), thought Iwas
happily marrie d to my first h usband . Later married at the a ge (17 years o ld ) I was rema rried to a man who was
previo usly ma rried, an d now I'm at the age of (26) ye ars and has rais ed his daughte r, but he ignores me, ke ep calli ng
thepro grams, "Voiceof the Pe ople" a nd speak s with t he girls over th e mobile ; although wel ive inpo vertya nd need . "



























Priority I ssues of W omen in G aza Strip



47
Wome n�s Affairs Ce nter - Gaza

She adds:"..If hitme, it would beeasier thanwhatIex perienc e ..". W henask ed: does he harm youdu ring intercours e?
She tim idly be came s ilent and shy an d lowe red her head. In anothe r question: Doe s he ask you to do things duri ng
interco urse tha t youdo not approve?S he replied:"..He asks, but I do notcons ent."
Female and male grou ps conf irmedthat thewife is v ulnerab le to sup pressio n and is olation : There are wives thatg et
suppre ssed by her spo use, and preve nted fro m going out to share the wor k of the civil in stitutions, exc ept if it is
justifie d thatit was going tobr ing a foo d-stam p.
- In the story of schoo l teacher wife, he forc ed his wife to refrain from vi siting h er famil y for 15 years, given t he
proble ms amongthem were:" They ar e basica lly hisuncle'sh ome."
- One p articipa nt spoke about herself : "Myh usband isolated me for 9 months from my fam ily. I was pregnant at t he
time,a nd thei mpacto f separation was negati ve on the health of mea nd the baby. As a resul t the ba by remained to be
almost half kil ogrami nweigh t, becauseof my continuous thi nkingo f my fam ily;no t seeing anyone of myf amilya nd
getting strande dat hom e."
The majorityo f group s unanimous ag reed on wome n deprivationo f their in heritan ce, and there is no appl ication of
Islamic that gi ves wom en the ir rights to inhe ritance. The den ial stem s from males bullying of females, and outdat ed
traditio ns and concep ts. Wom en are deprive d from marriag e due to inheri tance; a lso wom en are killed i n order to
seizetheir inhe ritance .
- One woman confess ed that s he was forced to relinq uish her share of the in heritanc e to her brother, so tha t she ke ep
brothe rly relat ion, as she called it, "My broth er is better to me than money " However, she said: " I am no t satisfi ed
interna lly; my children and Ineed the money, but customs and traditions arethus."
- Onec ase said that her husban dhastake her inheritan ceforcefully,a nd justi fied itto her that he wanted toe nter into a
project . The pr oject failed, an d nows he suffers frustr ationand loss. This has had an egative impact on her h ealtha nd
psycho logical status; because she lost a larges um of m oneythatshec onsider alifesa ving.
- Onewomanr ecounte dwhat happene d to her , saying : "Weare 4brot hers and 4sisters, theo lder bro ther sol d oneac re
of our property (20 ac res) tod istribut e its pric e over t he siste rs, and t he rest of the2 0 acres was for him and our oth er
brothe rs. Ther eare stil l financ ial issue s pendi ng withouthim admittin ggave us more thanhi m. "
Therei s discri minatio n betwe en male and fem ale by the family ands ociety, whichwas reco gnized by man y mena nd
women .
There is a fana tic view regard ing the concep ts of ho nor, the word " honor" means " girl", m eaning "virgin ity" in t he
eyes of women and me n in society. Th e mista ke cann ot be for givenevenbym arriage , but the penalt y is enforced on ly
onfem ales and not ma les.
- Onew omans aid: "Th ere are somepe opletry to cover the subjectby marrying off th eir daug hters."

The oth er said : "Even if marri ed, fam ily kill her." A third added: "She deser ves it; a ny female lenie nt with her honor
deserves to be killed." Whenthe resea rcher a sked her :Areyo u infavor of th e murde r of the girl aga inst the backdr op
of honor? She replied : "Yes." Resear cher the n asked her again: even if she got ma rried? She rep lied: "E ven if s he
remarr ies; this is hon or." Th is give s us the meani ngs of the con cept of honor among women, and that is t he
mainte nanceo f chastit y of women;an d there is no tal k about amanwhothep erpetra tor; asnotcover ed by th e conce pt
of honor.
Wome n were affected by the siege of the Gaza S trip, and incre ased the incide nce of poverty, poor econom ic
conditi ons and health , and their abili ty to in tegrate i nto society, wh ere Pat ten look ing for better ways of living f or
themse lves and their fa milies.
There is wea kness o f certa in instit utions and gov ernmen t depa rtments , and th ere are serious attempts in t he

institut ions of civil society; bu t not sufficient , and many civ il societ y organ izations are imp lement ing projects onl y;
withou t regard for sus tainabil ity, and the cum ulative effecto n the ta rget gro ups and in the absence, of many of the m,
transpa rencya ndcred ibility.
Wome n suffer fromh ealth problems is the most: poo r nutrition, and anemia .As wel l as the inciden ce of ab ortiona nd
fetaldeformity, andwomenh ave bee n psychological ly with the con tinuedh igh rate of soci al press ures and the sie ge
and the war sit uationa nd beyo nd. -T here is a consensus tha t the issu e of de priving women of custo dy is the issue of
widespread:one wom an said: "Becau se of sons women acce pt humi liationa nd insu lt." Ano ther said : "curse sons th at
humiliate wom en, wha t theydo tous. " Onewomansa id a sto ry about a fema le colle ague:"After the divorc e fromh er
husband, shep ut herso n inan orphanage fearing that her husband wo uld take him from them ."
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Therei s anurgentnee dfor women and menalike for psychol ogical r elief, as a result of socia l, political and econom ic
pressu res, many wom en took refuge to meetings in mosques. Psychological trea tment became a cceptab le by t he
community after thew ar as identified by thegroups.
The working g roups c onfirmed that the ima ge of women is stereotypes in the me dia, and the ina bility o f femin ist
organiz ations to offer an alt ernative or an appropriate co ntribution to im prove this picture. - Says o ne of t he
partici pants in a focus ed action: "the community pu t the woman in stereotype molds; Examples include: clothing,
women mustbe in ace rtain im age, and act ac ertainway, and they ar e evendegrade the ima ge in th e media ; accusi ng
her of being tal kative, emptya nd look ingforp roblem s. Femi nist organizatio ns need to do true gende r awareness.�
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Recommendations and lessons learned
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5 -1Recommend ations
1 .Nee d for aware ness and e ducat ional inter venti ons with women to em power them of their right s; esp ecially with reg ards to
i nherit ance, and t he provision of legal servi ce to facilitate women 's attainment of legal advic e and othe r form sof interv entio n.
T hus it is i mportant to do aware ness and educa tion, camp aigns for wome n and men alike, in their rights , and expl ain th e
p rocedures that co uld b e take nfor wom ento obtain their right s.
2 .Urge ntne edfor interventi ons andfoc used psych osocialint erven tion with w ome n and men. Inord er to help them expre ss their
v iews, and d ischarge th e pressures that t hey facebe cause ofthe sieg e and the d eteriorating situa tion i n the G aza Strip.
3 .Nee d to organi ze media ca mpai gns, for women and m en, t hat a ddress the defini tion o f vio lence and its forms, im port ance of
wome n resp ect a nd self-esteem, s tress that wome n constitute half ofso ciety, and t heir n eed forfam ily a nd commu nity support.
T he im porta nce of sup portin gwomen in recognition of their right s and oppo rtunit ies to parti cipate at the com munitylev el, an d
rehabilitatio n through intens ive leader ship prepar ation trainingprogram s as wom en lea ders to ena ble them to part icipate in th e
d ecisio n-ma king inthe famil y and com munit y.
4 .Nee d toac tivate the n etwo rking and c ooper ation betweenC SOs; inorderto create job o pportunitie s for youth, wom enandme n,
a ndcr eate t raining and rehabilitation, a ccording to their com peten ce and pote ntial, and prepare them for the la bor m arket and i ts
requirements.Also nee dto p rovide em ploym ent opportuniti es for wom en; especia llyin the a rea of sma ll enterprises.To enable
wome n to p repare thei r own busi nesse s; thu s not be co erced to ta ke jobs tha t viol ates t heir d ignity, as a resu lt of the econom ic
s ituati on.
5 .Nee d for feminist organizations to intensi fy effort targeting imp roving the image of w ome n in t he me dia, a ndth e crea tion of
i ndepe nden t media outlets t o bre ak through the im passe and over come med ia pol arization. Also need to upd ate s tudies on th e
c onten t of what is published inthe Pale stinian med ia, an d the impo rtance of de velop ing m edia strate gic p lanaim ing at improvin g
t heim age of Pale stinia n wom en in the m edia.
6 .Nee d for a ware ness p rogr ams to erase the cultu re of v iolen ce, co ercio n and deprivatio n; for wom en andm en alike and tofin d
a ppropriate mechanism sto r each outto marg inaliz edare as.
7 .Nee d for aware ness intervention to educa te yo ung couple s and newly fo rmed families on the issue s of sound uprai sing of
c hildre n and disc rimination betw een m ale and female , wom en's equa lity, i ssues relat ed so und interac tion betwe en w ife an d
h usban d,an d awa reness of th econcept andtypes of viole nce andits effec tson family integ rity andsta bility.
8 .Nee d to partici pate/ contribute to all spec ial ev ents aiming at the al leviation o f the siege . Nee d to execu te initiatives that
d enou nce Is raeli succe ssive aggre ssions and sieg e against th e wo men a nd m en in the G aza Strip, expose the viola tions of their
h uman righ ts, an d document vio lations of international conventions including "CEDAW" and o verlo oking the protec tion of
wome n at th e tim e of w arsand crises
9 .Imp rovem ent needs for C SOs i n the ir current c ourse of work t hrough continuous ev aluat ion, a nd ga in co nfide nce o f target
g roups isa necess ity. Im prov ement nee dsreg ardin g CSOssupport o f wom en.
1 0.Ne edfor rese arches that prom ote ge nder equal ity, p rovide upda ted inform ation about the r eality ofw omen and m en, uncover
t herea l problems experience d by w ome n,and facil itate t hepo tentia l for i nterv ention by c oncer nedau thorities.
11.Need fo r media do cume ntatio n of violations a gain st wo men b y the Israeli occ upati on, a nd the provision accu rate data an d
s tatisti csabout th e size and d iversi tyof theviolations.
1 2.Ne edto discloseth e suff ering ofPa lestinianwomen and show t hem agnitudeof the tr agedy exp erienc edby wom enunder th e
o ccupation.
1 3. N eed to high light the specia l case of wom en wi th spe cial needs , with emphasis on rights guaranteed by international
c onve ntions ; and intensify work in the c ontex t of interna tiona l resol ution s on wome n inarmed c onfli cts.
1 4.Needfor exploratory and desc riptiv e researche s on th ephe nome naof viole nce a gains t wom en. Particularly sexua l viol ence b y
severa l part ies in the commu nity that ar e supposed tobe asou rce o f prot ection. Also the activation o fwom en's forum sto discuss
t heissueand toprovide supp ort victims ofsex ual v iolen ce.
1 5.Ur gent need forme dia andawarene ssca mpaig nsre gardi ng the issue of violenc e aga inst w ome n.An d the need toma ke me n
a ndyoung p eople awar e of t he concept ofvio lence , noti ons of honor,an d the crime s com mitte d in t he na meof hono r, takinginto
a ccoun t that they should both fema leand male you th.
1 6.Needto suppo rtwo men a ndpromote their self- confi dence tofac eany socia l cha llenges,and enab lethe mto d efend them selv es
a ndex press their fears andtheirneeds.
1 7.Ne edfo r awareness cam paign s on wome n'srig htfor cust ody o f her childrento both m en a ndwomen . Also need tosee klegal
a uthorities to enforce la ws of children c ustod y unti l the a geof 18ye ars.
1 8. Ne ed to involve m en in all aw aren ess a nd educati on pro gram s and cam paigns on wom en's issues, as it is no t the issue of
wome n alon e,bu t rathe r acommunity issue
1 9. Need to activ ate th e lea dersh ip ro le of CSOs in adoption of wome n's issues. Through m ains tream ing of its lobbying an d
a dvoc acyca pacit iesin campaigns , and utilize its m eans andit s pote ntial t o prom ote wome n's issues.
2 0. Ne ed fo r net work ing b etwee n wo men' s and hum an rig hts organizations to advoc ate for the provision of a soun d legal
e nvironment tose rve women'sissu es.
2 1.Ne edto take advan tage of wom en's exper ience s and knowledge ; bec ause t hey arethe real source inth e proc ess o f com munity
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d evelo pmen t,for this; have t o raise the level of self-estee mand batt le against m argin alized.

- There isan urgen t nee d to li sten t o wom en andgiv ing them t he op portunity to expr ess their problem sand nee ds,and not to
ru sh to talk about their case s without refere nce to them from tim e to time, a nd ta ke into account the social and politic al
variabl esand all th e circ umst ances ofwo men inthe Gaza Strip and i ts imp act on wom en.
- The n eed t o inv olve m en in wom en's issue s and problems, to rai se aw arenessof men and w ome n on comm unity issu es
because (oft en) theyare the decisi on m akers inthe irfam ilies and t heir work p ositio ns. T heref ore; it is im porta ntto involv e
themin work shops, trai ning, resea rchan d stud ies o n wom en.
- Need to focus on psychosocial supp ort an d gu idanc e in the me thods of c hildren upraising, especial ly ne wly m arrie d
c ouple s; through specia lized traini ngan d wor kshop s in c lose p roxim ity to their hom es (as they reques ted).
- The need t o rehabilit ate an d tra in fie ld workers /researchers on scientific r esearch to ols (according to com peten ce an d
e xperie nce) and giving spec ific group exercises. For example: so me o f the m develop skills in data en try a nd sta tistic al
a nalysi s,to intens ifytheir ab ilities inthe managem ent o f working group sessions focuse d and dump reco rdings, inte rviews
m anag emen t and disch arge according to research need s, and ena ble them t o continue in re search work and to fa cilita te
nomina tions for o ther institut ions.
- There are l esson s to be learned from t heresearch team rega rding the im port ance of usi ng multiple rese arch m etho ds, an d
a ttainin g informa tion from severa l sources to ans wer a single que stion to as sure object ivity, transparency an d cred ibilit y.
Triangulatio n is an impo rtant tool that needs to be usedin all re searc hes andstu dies.

- There isan urge ntneed to invest inbroadca sted a ndprinted medi a and television toim prove the im age ofwomen, redu ce
the exp loitationof wom enas objec tsor v ictim s only, through t hecre ation ofindependent women'sm edia o utlet s. Sin cethere
is nom edia p latfo rmto addre ss fem inist issues inun ified manor.
- Need to intensif y media and advocacy cam paigns to c hange the rigid c omm unity conc epts regarding ho nor, and v iolen ce
a gainst wom en, by targe ting a vari etyof categories, men and young girls a ndwomen.
- The n ecess ity of netw orking and coop eration for the benefit of oppressedw omen throughjoint pr ogram stha t can serve a
broad s pectrumof wom enin allgoverno rates ofthe Gaza Strip.

- Carry out e xtens ive ca mpai gns to info rm women and m en o f their rights,especial lythe righ ts of i nherit ance , and provid e
good e xamp lesof redress for wom enand gave them their rights.
-Aware ness and e ducat ionof lawy ersab out th e imp ortanceof defini ngpr operty righ ts of w ome n and men.
- The n eedto document allthe Isra eliviolation s aga inst th e Palestini anpe ople, wome nand men, throu ghcontinu ous v ersio ns
in Arabic,English , and t heorganiz ation ofAra band inter natio nalca mpai gns to detect all of these continuin g vio lations.
- Stimu late i ntern ational hum anri ghts n etworks to contribute tothe mon itoring of t he Israeli violations a gains t wom en an d
c hildre n, in c ontra venti on of all international agree ment s and UN resolu tions , parti cular ly those rel ating toarm ed conflic ts
a ndthe resol utions of the prot ection of women .
6-3Pal estini anLe gislat ive C ouncil:
- The need to "fa mily law" in th e hie rarch y of priori ties; t o pro tect the family and protec t wo men and girls, and th e
develo pment of appropriate pena lties for p erpet rators of violations agains t wo men, and c onsis tent with international
a greem ents o nhum an r ights.
- The establi shme ntof units to ma ke co mpla ints, i n collabora tion with the Ce nters for human right s, on behalf of battere d
women, and provi dethe necessary prote ction tovic tims o f viol ence.

- Supporting the c enter s and instit ution s working on the preparation of studie s and rese arch o n the basis of g ender, whic h
provid e accurate a ndcu rrent data on wo men's issues and needs .
- Work to en coura ge se nior p ositio ns in the Palesti nian NationalAuthori ty to amend and change the laws on women ; inlin e
withthe spirit of the Con vention"C EDAW" a ndthe internation alcovenantson huma nrights.
- Supportpro gram s that form a sup port forma rgina lized w ome n and mak e them aware of t heir ri ghts .
- Supportan d rehabilita tion service prov iders such aspeople w orking and psyc holog ists whode al wit h vict ims o f violence.
- Suppo rtfor poor wom enin theGaza Strip, th rough economic emp ower ment to be able to mak e imp rovem ents and chang es
to the roleof gender in t heir fa milie s and their dome stic su rroun ding s.

5 -2Le ssons Learned

6 - Organiza tiona l Arr ange ments Required toVisuali zethe Recomm endations

6 -1Women's institutio ns

6 -2La wenf orcem ent i nstitu tions:

6 -4In terna tional donors:
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