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ne yearafterthel sradi off ensiveon Gaza Stripth a ltbehind mass
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informati on and dtatisti cs that would contribute in policy formulai on,
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Preface

WA C has consistently worked on the preparation of studies and
research on women'sissuesand neads. | n 2009, WAC hasinitiated the
preparation of anin-depth research gudy on"Defining priority i ssuesfor
women in Geaza Strip". Where rumber of |eves and sources for
information were utilized and ad dressed including men; snce they are
pa tnesin dedision-makin g,and t heir par ticipatio n wase ssential toattai n
insi ghtontheir opi nionsand dtitud esregardingw omen's i ssues.

Thi sstudy contributed to d espeni ngthe u nderstanding an dknow ledgeo f
the working goup, and partrer institutions; where the st udy was goplied
after the fieldworkers received theoreticd gui dance and training by
specidized traner onthesubjecto f sdenti ficreseard and method ologies.

Thi sone of theissues the Research and InformationPro gramis tryingto
mai nstream inthe civil society and feministmovement, stating with the
upd aing of irform ation on thestatusof women i nthe GazaStrip andthe

needs,demandsand vision of thei r problems inaddtion to, presertation
of results and recommendationstha would contributeto the for muation
of effetive intervertion strategi es for ingdituti ons according to their
specidties andwork priorities; and dso, strength enthe capacity o fiel d
researchers by enabling themto p articipatein the resear ch process, and
communicatewith women andtarg etgroups.

Also, this study co ntributed toini ndicatin g to the advocacy and oureach
program of WAC themast import ant prio ritiesto bewor ked on, withthe

preparation and implementation of an intersive avarenesscampaign on
womeninh eritance richts asthefir st priori tyident ified by women and men

via thefocu sgroupsardinterviews.

In thegeneral framework; research and infarmati on prog ram co ntributes

ini mproved knowl edge-led and in formed decisio nmakin gonwo menand
genderissues.

H edaya Shamun
Researchand | rf ormation Prog am Coordinator
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Summary

women in Gaza Stiip under the dynamic chan gesin po litical, sodal, economicand cultual

circumstances. The bu rden on women hasincreased duetot he Israeli offensivefoll owing
three year long siege of the Gaza Strip. The Israeli offensive on Gaza strip has resulted in
c atastrop hicconsequenceson the Pal estinian p eople and casted itsshadow on women and children,
i n additi onto the deteri oraing economic conditions, escdation of povety rates, and many other
n egdive corsequerces. Accord indy, WACrealized th eessentiality and priority toidentify needsof
v &ious women secors, and identify theiropinionreg ardng casesth at requi re the in tervent ion by
feminist andint ernational organizaion s, and g overnmentd entities. T hestudy containedfive main
elements which are literature review; method ol ogy, p rocedure and research tod's; d ata coll ection
and analysis dataandysisand aralysis; recommendations andlessonslear ned; and institutional
arrangemertsto follow up therecommenddions.
T heresearch has been focused on (64) questi onsthat addressed dl issues and problems that the
women of Gaza strip suffer from, in order to getinsi ght on the causes of th eseproblems (wither
direct or indrect) and consequential results, through d etaled present ation of theproblem tree and
p reentationof w omenr ights'violaions.
T he concludons (verifi ed throughthe use of quantitative and quelit ative tools) ref lected priority
i ssues as per wo men and men desire and accor ding to infamationsourcesincluded in thest udy, to
be as follow The first issue, which has scored highest percentage, is the denial o women's
i nheitanceand theseizureof ther money. The sscond prior ity is the stereotype of wamen inthe
meda. T hethird isueistheimpact of theinternd Pal estinian situati on instability o nwomen. The
fourth priority isthe vulneability of women to psychdogical abuse from neighbors The fifth
priority istheimpact of women's probl emson thepsychosocial dtuation A nd the sixth pri orityis
t hecoercionof w omento doworkthat doesnot respect herdignity.
T hisresearchis trying to determinethe prioritiesissues ofwomenin GazaStri p;inthe cortext of the
whdepicture notapartial pictureof onesdew ithout theother. Thef ocus wastoelicitinformation
fromav ariety of sourcesard usemultip leresearchmethodsto assuret rangparency and credibility of
i nfformation Furthemore, this research amed a identifying ingitutional respons bilities to deel
withthe issuesand needsofwomeninthe Gaza Strip.
T hemai nrecommendations of theresearch ar ea) the priarity need for carryi ngout awareness and
educaiond interventions for women to assure more know ledge and mastery of their rights,
especial ly in relations to rights toinheritance; b) the provision of legd reference that facilitate
womenattaining |egal advicean dother formso firtervention; andc) th eneed f or urgent andf ocused
p sychosocid interventionsfor women andmen, inord erto help them express thar viewsand reief
them of thepressuresthatthey face because of the enbargo andthe deeriorating situaion inthe
GazaSrip.
T heresearch also recom mended &) the importance of organizing adv ocacy c ampaigns for women
and men, topublicize violence and it s forms; nead t o respect and recogni ze women, stress that
women corstitute half t he soci ety, and women need for family and community support;and b)the
need for neworking and cooperdion bdween civil society ingtitutions in order to create job
oppatunitiesfor young wamen andmen, train andrehabilitate them i ntheir r espectiv e comp eterce
andpotentid, andpreparethem forthel sba market anditsrequiranents.

W omen's Affars Center (WAC) redized the importan ce of definng the priority issues of
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1-1 ntroduction

1-1 General ConditionsBackground

One andahalf million Pd estinianslivein GazaStrip und er thew eight of poverty and poor economic conditions; where
pov erty ratio es@l aed to reach 8(0% aurrently. Israeli occupation authorities have im posal tight si ege measures on
Pd estinian territari esand stressed isolaion of its popula ioningenerd, and Gaz aStripand itsresidents in particular. Asa
resu It, size of crids and humanitarian disaster sustained by Palestinians men and women have doubled and tur ned Gaza
Stri pintoa largem ass pri son with its po pulations subjected to arrestand caompletely stifled its economy (Palestini an
Center for HumanR ights 2 008)

Gaz a Strip residentsaresuffering from | sraeli Occupdi on vidationsof intemationd humani tarianlaw and collecti ve
punishment since the begi nning of occup ation tha corti nuedto intersi fy after secord intifada' outbreak in S eptemb er
2000andtill now The policy of siege and continuousd osureof GazaStrip, as amethod of practicethrough contrd of
crossingsand prev entingf reedom of travel, education and treatment; isescd atin g thesituation making GazaStrip like a
tick ingtimebomhb. Further more, I sraeli oc cupaion violent polid esisleading toa widen ingcircl eof vio lencean dpover ty
thet isdirectly refl ected on women and children situatio ns (Center for Human Rights, 2008) and has negativ e aff et ed
women, esp edally social, e conomicandp sychological co nsequences

1-2 Backgr ound of theSatusof W omen in Gaza Strip

Gaz a Strip inhalitants hav e been suffering from deteriorating sodal, politicd and economic drcumstances duetothe
strict Israd i sieget hat was inflicted since 20 Sept ember 2007, af ter thel sraeli Cabing dedsion to consider GazaStrip a
hostileteri tory. The embargo has contribu ted sub stantid |y andserioudy to humanrightssituation deterioraion in Gaza
Stri p, partic ularly economic, sod al and culturd rights. Thissiegeisconsidered the worst and most severe gn ce Israeli
o upation of Pdedtinian territori esin 1967 (Mezan Center fa Human Rights, 2007). Thisdeterioration has castdi m
shadowson thelive s of Palestinian women in Gaz aStrip, wherehabitud , socid, psychologicd, and economicconditio ns
continued to deteriorae Palestinian women hurdens continued to escalate until they reeched catastrophic levels,
egecially after the Israeli offendve onthe Gaza Strip (on 27/12/2008). 110 women and 355 c hildren were ki lledint he
Israeli campaigncdled "Cast Lead"; whilethetotal number of martyrs of this Isradi offendve was1,410 Palestinans
(Mezan Center fa Human Rights, 200). Thew ar also resulted in the destruction /d anage of 763 homesheaded by



women, and 10,356 houses headed by men weretotally destroyed or parti ally damaged. T hiswar onthe GazaSrip,whi ch
laged 22d ays onl'y, caused forced displacement of 107,330 individual s that | ived in these h ouses (M ezan C enter f or
HumanRights, 2009).

On the other hand; nine-t housand Pded iniansare still d etained by Israeli occupyingf orces includng: appr oximately
(69) woman and (2 48) chil dren (Palestinian Center for Human Ri ghts, 20 09). Th eyear 2008, d sowitnessed con tinuai on
ofviolaion sof the right to lifeand attacks on pers ond safety on thehands of Pal estinians, wher e 153p eoplew erekilled,
incl udingl 3womenand25 children.

Thereisno doubtt hat women and children arethe weakest linkd uringcrisesand intem al strife situatio ns. Also they are,
som etimes, amean sof pressurean dsubject bettin g. WAC study(2008)identified that the politic al divisi onleftitsharmful
can sequenc esonev ery Pd estinian family; had its negativeimpactonfamily and social relatiorships; an dcaused cracks in
the relations with the sod al network of f riends neighborsand acguaintances All the previau shave been reflected on
Pd estinian women; thus, they becamemore vulnerableto domestic viol ence, and to thr eat by c ommunity ssgmentsand
pditical parties, duetothe chaosleft behin dby pal itical an dsecurity situationinG azaSrip.

The previousstudy identif ied that domegi c violen ce hasi ncreased condderably after the split, dueto political & filidion s
canflictsa poverty and unemploy ment. Women found th emsdv es pow erlessin the face of violenceagainst t hem. Al so
many husbandsmi gratedf orfear o f harassmentan d arrest (becau seof thepadlitcd fili aionto theother partes) andleft
thei r families and children alone, thuscreating furthe suffering for women t hat bec ame ho useholds' heads and sole
providers

The studyof "psyc hological andsodal & fectsan women suffeingfram loss' (WAC, 2 008) indicated that women, who
har elost their chil dren dueto factional fighting, suffer from psychological pr oblems; inflanmation of thef edings of
hared ard lack of acceptance o the other; and fell into a stae of isolation, depresion and disintegraion of family
rdationships.

Moreover, women suffered relentl essly duetothe siege; thepoa humarni tarianco ndition s;andsevereshortagein medcd
supplies, medicines and f ood. During 2008, hundreds of Gaza strip p atients were denied treatment and travd. T he
Pd estinian Center for Human Rights. In2 008, has docum entedth edeah of 29femalean d male patierts fromGazaSr ip,
incl udingl1women and5 children. These deaths wered ue to occupatio nauthorities d enid to or delay inisuuingtrav d
pe mitstoPal estini ans.

Areport issued by "the Palestinian Bureau of Satistics', confirmed tha femdesae dmost half thePalestinian society.
More than half the women are married. W hile the perce ntage of widow sisabout 6%. Also Palestinian femal es outli ve
mal esby 3years.

Dr. Loay Shabana( head d thePCB S) sad that "the sexratiois103 males for every 100f emdes. Basedo ntheprelimirary
resu ltsof th eyear 2 007 cen sus, 6.4% of w omen (1 5 years and ov er) arewidows and 36.8 %o arespinste s...". Dr. Shabana
canfirmedt ha ".. th e propo rtionof particp ationin thewo rkforce duringt heyear 2008am ounted to 11.7 % for femal esand
64% for malesinthe GazaStrip .." .

Dr. Shaban also pointed out that " .. the po verty rate amo ng fami lies headed by females reached 61.2% versus 56.9% in
mal e-headed househol dsi n the Palestinian Territo ry during 2007 .. The po verty rateamon g householdsheaded b y women
ard includes 7 chil drenor moreto be 79.7 % and 68. 6% for familieswit h 5-6 children The po verty rate hasdeclined in
familieswi th fewer children; to be 49.3%f or famil ieswith 1-2 chi Idrenin 2007.

Wit h respect toure mploym ent; ac cording tothedefinitio n of "IL O" thepercertage of unemploy ed females (15 yearsand
over) is 23.8% versus 26.5% for males. W hileu nemplo yment among f emale, who finished 13 years of schoolingand
alo ve, ishi gher thanthose anong men. 9 nceforf emdes itis34.9 % can paredto 18.6% for md esduring thesame peri od
of time. As for femdes, 15 years and over, paticipation in economic activiti es, the larges involvement has bemn in
faming ativitiesandfishing a th erateof 27.5% While intheservicessector; thehighest participation hasbeenthea ea
ofeducatio n; atarateof 31.7%, fol lowedb y health atther ateof 8.8%. (Centrd Bureauof Statigi cs, 2009).

All of thisdrawsac|ear pictureof Palestinian wam enredl ity; wherethar suffering hasreachedi tsmaximumas aresult of
Israeli ocau pation and itsr epeated attacks on the Gaza S rip, orthe impact on th eeconomic con ditions and esc alation of
pov erty ratio. Al incressed Palestinianw omenburdens towards theirfamiliesand child ren. In addition, womenlackt he
senseof security and safety, dueto theunstablesitu ationin the GazaStrip.

1-3Resear chPrablem
Wo men, in the Gaz aStrip, sufferfr omviol ence co ercion anddeprivaiaon . These sufferin gs arein flected by thei mmedate
ard extended family, thesodal network (such as: neighb ors, friends), co mmuni ty (indu ding d vil sodety organization s,
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savice providers uniors, privae sector workp aces, schoolsand univ ersities, govenmentd institut ions that provi de
edu cdion, health and legal services), and internationd instituions that are providing humanitarian assistance. These
paties have become a cause of problems to women rat her than source of protection. In addition, wo men suffer from
oa upation violerc e andit sconsequences; the Sege and the repeated &t acks an GazaStrip. Hnally, they suffer fromt he
pd itical instability , thefal uretoachievea justpeaceintheregion andthe globd finandal crisisanditsnegative impad on
uremployment, poverty and denial of serv ices.

Thereisgowingevidence onthep resence of arelationbetweent he curr ently pr oblems of womenin Gaza Stip and poor
krnowledge of women'sissues and priorities needs, and the requird int erventions by governmental institutio ns, whi ch
suff er from lack o professiond and financial reso urces Thecivil society organizations, aswel | as, are characterized by
weak management skillsandided ogy reguired for change.

Thi sresea ch neessity and impor tanceevolvefrom being the fir st attem pt to deal witht hefull pictureof women'sisaues
inGazaSrip, toidentify priorities; toimp rovethe levd o f understanding, decisions ard policie sbased on thek nowled ge
ofstakend ders.

Accordingly; thisresearch seeksto identify priori tieswomen'sissueswit hinanintegrated and comprehensivefr anevork
ofwomeris problems, their directandindir ect cau ses,ard thierimplicaions.

14 Resear ch Questions
Try tosek answer sto questionsraised un der the themes: the problemso f women; andc ausesd irect andindirect causes;
ard their df ects. It consists of 64researchq uestionsare as follows:
1-T heprob lemsof women:
1-1 Occupationviolence
1-1-1 Theex tentof women vulnerability to beingk illedduring the repeated Israd i aggressions.
1-1-2 Theex tentof women' svulner abilityt ovariousinjuri esdurin gthere peated| sreeliag gressons.
1-1-3 Theex tentof women' sexposuretodi fferert t ypesof disabili ty durin gtherep eaedl sradi ag gresso ns.
1-1-3-1 Theability of women with pecial needstoad got todifficut circumstances(siegeand war).
1-1-3-2 Thed fectivenessof N GOsin contrib utingto solving womenwithsp ecialn eedsproblems
1-1-4 Theex tentof women vulnerabilityto lossd aclosef amily member d uringt helsreeli atack s.
1-1-5 Theextentof w omenv ulnerability to displacementd uringthelsradi atacks.
1-1-6 Theimpact d thelgaeli attacksonth eprivat e space for women. (women fri vacy)

1-2 Domesticviolence:
1-2-1 Theextent of womenvulnerability to domegi cphydcally e use.
1-2-2 Theextent of womenv ulnerability to sexual abusewi thinthe family.
1-2-3 Theextent of womenv ulnerability to emotian al or psychol ag ical abusewithinfamily.
1-2-4  Theextent of womenv ulnerability to beingroped of ther own funds andirheritance.
1-2-5 Theextent of womenvulnerability to thethreat of violencefromafamily member.
1-2-6 Theextent of womenv ulnerability to beingkilled on theso-called"honor kil ling" of afamily member.
1-2-7 Theextent of womenv ulnerability to incestby afamily member.
1-2-8 Theextent of womenv ulnerabilityto divorce aganst her will
1-2-9 Theextentofwifevunerabilit ytooffensiveandobsc enelang uagein frontof others.
1-2-10 Theextentof wifevu nerabili ty to sup pressionandsi lencing .
1-2-11 Theetentofw ifevunerabili ty toironyandcriticiam of appearanceandbeh avior.
1-2-12 Theextent of wifevuln erabili tytocantrol and prosec utionan dthecontrol o her circle of aq uai ntan ces.
1-2-13 Theextentof w omenv ulnerability to beisdated from herfamily.

1-3 Socid netwa k violen ce(friends, nei ghborsandtribe)
1-3-1 Theext ent ofw omenv ulnerability top sychological ab usefro mne gh bors.
1-3-2 Theext ent ofw omenv ulnerabilitytot ribal pre ssure(marriag e- divor ce)

1-3-3 The extent d women vulrerability to harassment and sodal curiosity from relatives and neighbors
(interferencew ith priv acy).
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14 Communityviolence (Presen tedasl-4in Chapter4)
1-4.1 Theextent of wilneral lity ofw omento rape
1-4.2 Theextent of wiInerah lity of w omento rapeat tempt
1-4.3 Theextent of wilnerah lity of w omento sexual harassment.
1-4.4 T heextentof gereotypi ngof wo menin mediaasfermal e
1-4.5 T heextentof limitaion of wamen'sareasof work

15 Coerdon:
1-5-1 Theextentof womenco erciont oearly marriage
1-5-2 Theextentof womenco ercionn ot to marry.
1-5-3 Theextentof womenco erciont odowork thatd oesnot respect their di gnity.
1-5-4 Theextentof womenco erciono nmulti plemar riages(martyrs wivesand divo rced).
1-5-5 Theextentof womenco erciont oleave home

1-6 Deprivation:
1-6-1 Theextentof womendenial fromeducation.
1-6-2 Theextentof womendenia frombasc needs(food, d inkand clothing).
1-6-3 Theextentof womendenial fromacces sto saurcesofi nformat ion onavailald eservices.
1-6-4 Theextentof womendenia fromfinancial resources
1-6-5 Theextentof denid of womenf rombasic servi ces.
1-6-6 Theextentof womendenia from participation inunion work
1-6-7 Theextentof womendenial fromparticipation inded sion-making inthefami ly andcommunity.
1-6-8 Theextentof denid of divorced women'sright tochildren cust ody.

2-T hedirect causesof the problemsofw omen:
2-1 The impact of Isradi occupaion preence, vi dent practices and ajgressons aganst Pdestinian people in
general,andPalestinian womenin particula.
2-2 Thedominanceof patriar chal cu tureover Pdestinianso ciety,induding : socid customs and traditions.
2-3 Thecortrol of social trendstha are bias ed agan stwamen (unj ust and gender inequd ity) atfamilylevel wh ch
givepr derercetomd esover females, orinth eworkplacein theform of way esdiscriminaion.
2-4 Thepoverty levd inthePalestinian society (90%).
2-5 Theavailahilityo f requiredmaterid sard high rices.
2-6 Theexigenceoffeminig¢ leadershipsind ecision-making andgr ategies planning positions.
2-7 Thefragility of the dvil society, itsabil ity to represent women, and weakness of wamen'sissues|d byingand
advocacy campagns
2-8 Thevulnerability of themediain docume ntingan d expo sing occ upati an crimes against women, family, proper ty
andliv elihoad s.

3-1 ndirect causes:

3-1 Theimpactof pal itical gt uationstability intheregionon women.
3-2 Theimpactof imposedlsr aeli' degeover GazaSt riponw omen

3-3 Theimpactof Pd estinian internal situatio ninstability on women.

3-4 Theimpact of imposedi nternai onal iso lation on Gaza Strip since the victory of "Hamas' movement in 2006
| egislativeelections.

3-5 Theimpactof the absence of asoundlegal enviro nmentt oserve women'sissues.

3-6 Theimpactofthe globalf inancial crisisand itsec onomic repercu ssionso nwomen.

3-7 Theimpactof hig hpopuation increaseso nwomen.

4-| mpact:
4-1 Theextent of discriminati onbetw een malesandf emales.
4-2 Theextent of wamen'spo sitiveimageint hemedia

4-3 Theimpactof women'spr oblems on thepsycho-socialsi tuation.

Women 5Affairs Center - Gaa



Rriority | ssies of W amen in Gaza Srip

4-4 Theimpactof women'sproblems on hed th condi tion.
4-5 Th eexten tof wamen mar ginalizationan dpoor-u tilization asah umanre source in thecommuni ty developmentd
process.

4-6 Theincreasinggap betweenknow ledgeand appl i cationf or women.

5-Governmentd | nstitut esandCivil Society Or ganizationsR esponse
5-1 Theextent to whic hgover nmenti nstitutio nscant ributes tosolvin gthep roblems of wamen
5-2 Theextent to whic hcivil societyo rganizationsto contrib utetosolvingthe probl emsofwomen

15 Resear chObjecives

Thi sresear chainms to:
- Identi fy impo rtantindicatars for the women 'ssector.
- Idetify prioritiesfor women'sissuesinthe Gaza Strip; within the cort ext of an integrated an d comprehersi ve
picture of thew omenis seda.
- Supp ort forp olicy-makingand inter venti an sinfeminist arg anizati ons based on knowl edg e that enablem eetingt he
needsof womeninthe GazaSrip.
- Deter minein stitutional regpo nsihilitiesindedingwith thei ssuesan dneeds of wam eninth e GazaStrip.

1-6 Resear chReferenceFramew ork
- Ther esearch targets women victims of human rights viol ai onsinGazaStri p.
- Theresearch isbased on cau se and effect, and deal switht he full picture, indudi ng direct andindirect causes, t he
problemsthatr eflectw omensituation andthe effects of these problems.
- Theprotectio nof wo menfromthree mgor problems: violence, dure ss/ coercionan ddepriv ation
- Promoation d stakeholders active participati onind | researc h stages.
- Takeadvantage of do cumentsand pr eviousl ocd and international studiesr eview| i nall researchst ages.
- Adopt thetriangulai on-examination -vaidation goproachin coll ecting irfo rmatio n requir ed to answer th eresea ch
questio ns. Wh ere every question was ansavered through the integration of information from mor e than one sour ce
(quedi onnaire, intervi ew, facu sgrowp , and do servatio n).

1-7 Resear ch Ethi cal Considerations

All ethicd obligai onshave been takeninto corsideratio nin this reseer ch, where femaleandmal e participants (women
ard men) privilegeswereconsidered, they werei nformed of the dates and timef or filling thequestiom aire, the resea ch
olj ectivesw ereexplained to them, and they were assured of obtained inf ormation confidentidity. It was emphasizedth a
the questio nnares arefilled out withoutn amesor any indication of the respondents id entity. During the focusgroup s,
paticipants' permissionto recordt he sessi onsontabl e has beend taned. T herew ere noo bjectionsto that.

The respondents privagy, values, opinions and decisons wae respected. Number of respondents requested na to
canpletefilling the quedi onnare, their desire wasrespected. On the aher hand, therew as higher demand on fillingt he
gLestionnai reins megrou ps; this wasacc ommodated for without jeopar dizingth eresaarch sample.

Thi sresea ch dso attempted to pro videin formati on fortarget gro up, thro ughout the sessions and work shops,atthelev d
of underganding and awvareness no psychologcad ham or oth erwisew asirfl ected on them We hav e respected their
view sandi deaswi th transp arency and high credibility.

Inaddition to hand ling respondents, wamen and men, with equality and justice, weto ok into account their cultureand
ervironment towhichthey belong. All participant sdoneso dueto theirw illingness, and without coercion or pressure.

1-8 Resear chReport Lay out

Th eresearch report contains six chapters that are interelatedin alagi cal sequence. Chapter I: Introduction; includes
canprehen sive background on G aza Srip, the situation of women, research prodem, research questiors, resea ch
importance, research framework and repo rt cortent. Chapter |11: preserts thetheoreticd framew ork and literatu re review
ofprevious studies. Chapter I11: detalsresearchm ethodo logy and steps and researchtooIs. Chapter I V: include sdataand

information collectionand analysis, andi nterpretation o results. Chapter V: ref lects the findings, reco mmerd aionsand
lessonslear ned. Chapter V | reflectstheinstitutional arran gementstoimp lement the rec ommen datiors. The report of t he
researchd sosuppl ements and references
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Rriority | ssies of Wamen in Gaza Srip

2-LiteratureRevi ew

2-1 Introduction

Thi sresearch will address the full picture of thesituation of human richtsandg ender f or women inth e Gaza Strip; and
basedonthedirect andindirect problems of wanen, and influenceswh ch arer eflected inthese prodemsontheir lives.
Accordingly; reviewed the literatu rein the period from2005t020 09; tod iagnosethedtu aionof Palestinianwomen,and
toidentifyt hepadliticd, economic, social, culturd and legal impactonwomenintheGaza Strip.

2-2 Literat ureReviewMethodol ogy and Proced ure

The research team adopted several methodsforcollectingwomen' rda ed literature. Severd feminig and humanrights
organizationswere visited , in order to oktain thed ocumen tsand studiesthey hav e on wo men. In stitutio ns were contact ed
via their web pages. Also mediahave beenfollowed. Hnally conducted online research on issu esof Palestinan women
duri ng they ears2005-2009.

All information db tained f rom the studies and work pgperswere examined and content analyzed in acc ordance witht he
problem tree, whi ch was developed as basesf or identifying problems and needs assessnent. Accordingly, in the
remainingpart of thischa ter, ther eviewed literdu reiscategorizedasfol lows:

- Theprol emsofw omenvictimsof humanrights violaionsin the GazaStrip.

- Thedirect causes of these prodems. - T he indr ect causes of these problems - The im pact of thesep roblems and their
implicationsonhuman rightssituation of w omeninthe GazaStrip.

2-3 Results of LiteratureReview andAn alysis

2-3- 1\WWomen prab lems:

Inconsistency with theirternationally rec ognized human rightsprincipges; andaccording to WA Cvision asakn owledg e-
base center, women at risk in Gaz a Strip must be protected from violen ce andits multi ple forms: duress, ccercion,and
deprivation.
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A) Violenceandit smultipleforms

Occ upation violen ce:

Pd estinian women have b een aubject to repeaed Isreel i atack sin their private and publicsphere T he recent Israeli
offensive ontheGaza Srip was the most severe, where (108) w omen have been killed, (19) Palestinian wo men were
killedin Gazabytheincur sions an d shdling during the period from January toN overmber 2008 . (97) Palestinan women
are languishing in Isradi jails, of f which (4) are fromthe Gaza Strip. (39) Pal estinian women havebeen kil led inthe
internal fights events. Inad dition, (6) womenwere killed duringtheincid entsof d isorder and chaosin2006& 2007.Also,
the Israeli siegeimposed on the G aza Srip has causad the deah of 13 women, aresu t of denid from trave to rece ve
treatmentabroad(Palestinian Centrd Bureauof St atistics, 2009).

The results of "Had ed Qazzaz" (2005) gudy abo ut 2006 violerce, indic atesthat oneof everyfivewomeninGazaSrip
cameunder directi njury of money andlife asaresult of | sraeli a tacks.A Iso, threeof ev ery fouwr women intheGazaSrip
hal beenvictimsof fearor anxiety dueto Isradi atacks inthep astyear s. And one of every two women suffered direct
inury byoccupato n; represented ininjury to life of which 24% casesof deah, and one of every fivewomen have been
victims of direct harm due to vandalismo f homes; including 14% cases of complete housedemadlition, and 57 % patid
danage

DomesticViolence

One of every five women inthe Gaza Srip isvictim of physical violence. One of ey ery threewomen is subjected to
psy cholog cal violenceand verbd abuse i nduding libel and sland er. One of ever yten wo men<au ffersfromsodal violen ce
ard abuse sodal. T he study show ed the existence of multiple formsof violence, ind uding: violence against widow s,
divorced and dder women. Thestudy, dso, found that women c an diag nose and detemine the causes and mechanisms
exist out of the cycleof violence, and there isan urgent need to listen to the voicesof women vidi ms; else feminist
organizationswoul dbetrappedinaviciau sdrcle( Center for Wamen'sAf fairs, 20 05).

Astudy by "Community V oice' (2008) entitled "V iolence agairst women", identified th at 746 % of wo men respondents
har ewitnessed af orm of violence against women, whether ver bal, physicd, sexual, econamic or legal viol ence; and
accountedthat 423 % of th em have beenvi ctimsof variau sforms violence This accord ng to their point of view, isduet o:
pov erty, wi despread unemployment, cuso msard traditions, andpolitical conditi onsing eneral.

Inthe same context (butontheissue d inheritance denid), "L aylaBH -Mdald " (2005) affimed that thereis injugi ce
be allen on women inthef ormof inheritan ceden al. Wherethevast majority of h e research sampleag eed tha thefami ly
systeminthePal estinianso d ety is unfairto women, withh ighprejudiceasaresultof society masculinity , malep referen ce
overfemde, and in differen cetowomen'srightsin generd . Onthe otherhand, the study pointedoutthat, thereis ignoran ce
ard lack of women awareness o legd actiontofile legal suites for attaining their inheritance. Accarding toa study by
PCB S(200 8), only 7.7%o0f Pd egi nianwomen ow nedah ouseor p roperty.

B) Coerdon

Div orceisi nfluenc ed bydominant socid t radition inthePal estini ancommunity. Thisis reflected in the tradition d way of
mar ryingof f child-en. Wheremariageisc onducted by thewill of parent sinexl eof the freechoiceof both spou ses, ear ly
mar riageof boysandgirls alike, and theim pactof familyi ntervention on all there solutionsof the spouses. Thestudy, dso,
na ed thatdivorcei sconddered an authai tarianto ol aganst women. This makes preventionofdivorcer isksfdl undert he
damestican dcommunity violence that restrictsw omenp otentid , limitst heirfreedomand threatenstheirlives Thestudy
canfirmed divorce occurence is anegativeoption that has ad evastaing imp act on divoreed woman; due to lack of
availability of legal andsocial protection for her. Alsodivorcew ould h ave dev astating effeds on chil dren, and degtr oy
thei r future (WAC, 2005). The Center for women's Legal research and consulting (2007) in a paper entitled "T he
phenomero nof ear ly marr iageinthe Gaza Strip", confirmed tha schools dropout isanim portant factor in early marriage,
ard a thesame time one of the most important outcomes. Thu's, the relatiorship betw een the twois moot. The study
showed the impect of erly mariage on the hedth, psychological and social status of wamen. Early marriage a so
incr easesth eratesof divorceaman gyoung couples.

c) D eorivation

WA C study (2008) on "wo men entrepreneurs' indicated that the main di fficultie sandc hallerge sthey f ace are culture of
shame, customsand traditions, marketing diffic ulties, and exploitation by traders. T he type of sup port they nedl is
mat erial,legd, sccial and psychd ogical. A study by Pdestine Economic Policy Resear chinstit ute (2005) identifiedtha
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firand al su pportis the mos timpor tant requiremen tfor Pal estinian women to ster taprged.

Inthe process of assessing theneedsforwomenand girls in Sloan area- Jerusdemgovernorate " Sama Oidah" notedth a
attaining an empoyment opportunitiesis one of the most impo rtant needs for women, followed by the need to rai se
cammunity awaren esson gender issues t hen edu catioral and recreation al programsfo r women, then legal servicesf or
womenvictimsd violence, andf inally capacity building of girl sand youngwomenon variouslifeskills. Also women
ne=d for bettereducational serviees... inp articular educational fadlities in schools, and the opening of secondary schools
(Centerfor Women 'sStudies, 2008).

According to PCBS (2007), The unempl oyment rate for women during theyear 2001 amouwnted to about 14 .1%, and
can tinuedt ogrowduringth eyears 2003,2 004and 2005to reachl1 8%int he second quater of 200 7.

The study titled "th e needs of women and menaf ter thew ar onG aza' by UNIFEM (20 09) icentifiedt hat thereisequd
cancern anong women regarding domestic and Isradi occupation violence Domestic vidence has increased more
among familiesthat relocatedfrom their p lace of origind domidl eto other places, andin thesouthernp arts of GazaSr ip.
Domestic violence is the main problem facing t he safety of womenand gifs in scciety; while generd and politcd
violence is the fun damental prdblem facing the security and safety of men and boys. Ther e are no legd or public
mec hanigm s that can pratect men and women' victims of socia and political violencein theGaza Strip . Violenceaganst
men isa public offense, w hile violence against women iscorsi dereda privae family issue H ousewives ae the most
disadvantaged community segment regard i ng acc essto basicneed sand co mprehensivep rotecti o nfrom violence
UNIFEM (2009),in thesam estudy , noted thatther eisapr ef erenc eto sai sfy then eedsd boyswhenthe eshortageof food
inthefami ly, and the ones withlowest priority aretheelderly. A fter thewar, the time spentby women in co oking has
bec omeless; dueto thelimited availability of cooking ges and the decline infood security.

Thereisabigdragp inhousewives sources of income after the war comp ared tomen. Beforethe war, 20% of w omenand
10% of men affirmed thatt hey reli edon the reliefand asd stancefr om UN RWA as aprimary sour ceof income. W hile, 40%
of menand women deperd edon"theintern ational reief agency' asaseco ndarysourceo fincomebefare and&t erthewar.
Thereisaconsersu s between men and women that wives bear ag reater b urden, than their husbands, in theprovisionof a
secondary i ncomeforthefamily.

Conclusions
Bas ed onreview and analy sisof rel evantli terature, prodemsof womenintheGazaStrip canbe summar izedas follows:
e Vioenceprobl ems. Thisindudesdl formsd violenc eagain stwomen; namely:
- O ccupationvio lence: th ekilling, injury , disabi lity, |css, and di splacement.
- Family violence: physi cal, sex ual, enotiond or psychologica ause, economic abuse, threats o violence,
murder on the bac kgroun d of the so-cdled "fami ly honor", incest, earlym arrigg e, anddivorce
- Community vio lence: r ape, sex ual harassment , stereotyping of women, and stereoty ping d women'swork in
gecificareas.
-Sodalviolence: insultingand obscene language directed toth ewifei nfront of others, suppression, silendng,
ridicule, appearan ce and behavior critici sm, control, pro secutio n, cird e of aaq uai ntances control, and isolai ng
fromfamily.
e  Coead on: wherewamen suffer fromc oercion in several fom sandlevels:
-Forcedearly marriage.
-C oercion nottomarry.
-Compusiononw ork that doesn ot respect thedignityo f women.
-C oercion on poly gamy - Examp le: (mar tyrswiv esaf the).
- Coerdononmi grationf romtheirhomes.
e Depiv aion:womensuffering from:
-D eprivat ionfram education.
-D eprivat ionfrom basicn eeds(f ood, d'i nk, and clothing).
-D enial of access to infor mation resource sabout availeblesen ces.
-Deprivat ionfram finarcial reources,and accesstomaterial re sources.
-D eprived fromparticipationinu nion wo rk.
-D eprived of paticipationin decison-makingin thefamilyand community.



2-3-2DirectCauses

Human Rghts Watch (200 6) naed in its report on " Viol ence against Palestinan Women and Girls' that only alimited
pe centage of rape casesar e brought up to justice and that Pal ei nianjud i ary systemi mposes onerous burden sof proof
ard legal procedur es onrape vidims, which practically shutsthe door in front of filling of complaints. In practice,t he
possibility of filing compl aints. Thisreflects the lawspardysis and lack of df ectiveness, whi ch negatively affectst he
prevalence of vidence and expansion of its constituency . The Human RightsWatch hasasked the Pal estinian Naiand
Aut hority, as an urgent priority, to work on the prevention of violence aganst women and girls, and promote
accountability far crimes of violence, through & fective investig ation and pros ecution . Furthermore, the need to enact
lavs that crimind ize all formsof domestic viol ence, and to repeal legal provisions that per petuae violence aganst
womenard girlsor toleran ce towardsthem. The report pointed out that: "TheP destinian Naional Aut hority" considers
security wi thin the context of occ upaian only, and completely ignores actual security problemsthreatening women in
thei rhomes. Andas such, PNA not only refrainsf rom taking the necessary measuresto prevert violenc eagainst women,
ard to investigatei nciderts, and punish perpetuao rs, whic hputst helives of womenandt heir health a st ake; but also deny
the victims fromrightsdefined by theirternaiond law of human rights, indud ing the r right of non-discriminationand
the effectivejudid al treament ofinflicted abuses.

Someof the directc auseso f women'sprao lemsin GazaStrip areextreme poverty, which theyliv einand trytod rcumvent
toachieveacceptab leliving. WAC (2006) studyentitied" theredity of womenin rural ar easinM awas - Ra&fah" notedth a
women livi nginextremep overty continu ouslook for asourceof security andp rotectio nfor their fami lies, thr oughtheir
guest for basicneedstha meet the minimum livi ng requiremert s. Thestudy sh owedthe poor c onditio ns of womenand
thei r sense of sod al isolation, despitethe Isradi withdrawal, and Azin suffer f rom psycholagical €f ectsof the Israeli
o upation and settlersfrom thebarriersand inaulationi nspecionsard violations of th e dignity andfr eedoms and their
families. 20 ; demanded int ensified psychological suppart, andth ey asked thew omen's institutionsirnterested inhdp ng
them thraugh prgectsgeneratingi ncome, and empowerm ent; ast he poverty cycl efor women an d make sthemv ulneréb le
tomultiple typesof violerc e, andf orcedthemtoac cept lo wer levelsof gp portuni ty andtr eatment; inord er to dbotainalittle
for themsd vesard their families and even makes them kippingthar needsaswomenin orderto providealivingfortheir
chil drenan dcareforthem

Laai ShabanaandJawadE|-Saleh (2008), inastudy entitl ed "The challengesof w omeris partid pationin thela or mak &
ard the interventions tha", presented that Wamen paticipation in the workforce is generd ly low i n the Palestin an
teritories, and it is particularly low in the production process, especidly in the the Gaza Strip. The study al so
denonstrat ed tha thelow female partidpationis dueto sodd, cultural and economic reasons, resulting inth e limit ed
number of economic activi tiesthat they co mpetein .

Inthe conte xtof wo men'spartidpationinthemediafid dandthe rability to cover women 'sissues, thesuccessv eseries of
events ard theinstability of the situation in the Gaza Srip has led to an unprecedented setback for Pdestinian media
women, has offered Heday a Shan on (2009) presentedthe sadp rofessond real ity of Palestinan mediawomenin Gaza
Stri p, where53 out of ata al 1001 ost ther positioninthe broadcasted, printedand visual media. Asaresult of June2007
events, many media ingtit utions were do sed down, which caused aserious unprecedented setbadk in the history of
Pd estinian media- women. The study showed that 49.2% of Pdestinian medi awomen work without a contract th &
protectstheir rights. Thest udy resultsidentifiedth at there isagen eral sen seof d scriminationbetweenf emales and males
inthe maliafidd, where 23.7% of them confirmed thi s feeling. The journdistsunionisdso discriminaive aganst
women, snce84.7 % of media-women do not hav emembershipinthejournalig sunion; alsothereisno representation of
womenintheunian board

NimaAbuH do (2008), in the study entitled: "social skills and their relai onshipt o decision-mek ing for women leadersin
the Pdestinian dvil sodety", explaned the imp ortance of wom en leaders role in the Pdestinian society. T he study
showed that 67.1% of wamen lead ersinPalestin ancivil society havegood level of social skill s, withsocial co ntrol ill
hav ingthehighed ratefa socid skills(81.2%),followed by sodal expression (6 5.4%), and scci d sensi tivity cameinl ast
(49.8%). T he study also noted that wamen lead ersin t he Pdestinian civil society have high levd of ability to take
decisions(76.5%).

Sdwa Thabet (2006) and NimaA bu Helo (200 8) have indicated that civil society organizations (C SOs) role inthe
dev elopment of Palestinian women isgood. The CSOs are il | focused onmeeting women practical needs, such as:
health sevi ces, rd ief andtherequirementsof daly life b ut didnot focus enoug h on the develo pmentaspect.A swell as,
the presence of roledifferencesi n CSOs with respect to preparing, training and deveoping of Paleginianwomen; due,
mai nly,to sexvaiable.
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Reg arding women rolein political partid pation A I-Masri and E glim (20 08) study emph asized that Pal estinian women''s
pditical participationwas weak, (48.4%) of thet otal sanple Di vorced women are mo re educated. Wo men members in
pditical parties are the most involved in pditical action. The most important impediments to women politi cs
paticipaion, inorder of i mportance, are self-con straints, follow ed by eligious obstacles, then political obdacles, then
soci o-cultu ral corstraints theneconomicbarriers, andlastly legal obstacl es.

Hed aya Shamun (2006) sh owedthat the proporti on of female members in palitical per tiesis 15%, com pared to 85% of
womenthat haveno affiliationtoany political party. About 42%o0f womenbelievethatw ork int he politicsimpr ovestheir
sta usin o ciety; w hile37% consi der tha political participation will not lead to a positi ve impactinwo menliv es. Asfor
paticipaion obstacles, they werer epresentedinth e private spher e of the family and surr ounding s, andt hegererd sphere
representad inthed ominant culture, economic conditions, andleg d discriminatio n.

Hd aManna (2006) in her study entitled: "Thep articipation of women in loal councilsin the Gaza Strip", offered an
amalysis from gender perspective, which stated that the main bottleneck for women gopoint ment is the no n-bind ng
reso lutiont oinclud efemd emember indl thelocal courcils. The problem isthd thisdecisionwas notim plemented, sin ce
itlacked bi ndingim plementation mechanisms. The study dso sh owed th at thep roportio nwomen representationin locd
badiesdees notindicatea implyactivepartidpa ion. The study f oundth a 85,6% of women dd not feel any positiverole
for locd @uncilsin their lives, T he municipalities did not have special interest in developing the satus of w omen as
733 % of researched womenindicated.

Conclusions
Based onreview and amalysis o relevant literature direct causes d women's problemsin the Gaza Srip can be
summarizdasfdlows:
- Thepresence of Israeli occupationan ditsvio lent practicesandagg essions againg the Pdestinian peoplei ngenerd;
and Palestinian womeninpat icular.
- Thedominant malec ulturein Palegi nianociety, including customsand traditions.
- The contrd of biased arti-women socid trends (injustice and gender inequality), at family level with male
preferenceoverfemd eor atw orkplac ewithw agesdi scrimination.
- Rising povetylevds intheP destini ansodety (90%).
- Necessary materials shortege of and highpri ces.
-Women leaderships | ack of presence inded sion-making andstrategiesplan ningpo sitions.
- Infarmationsources shortage aboutavailald eservices.
- Civil society fragl ity of and its ability t o represent wo men, and weak lobbyi ng and advocacy campaigns on
women 'sissles.
- Medi aweakn essindocumen ting and exposi ng thec rimeso f occupati onagainst wo menand thefamily, pro pertyand
livelih oods.

2-3-3Indir ect Cau ses

Women and Armed Strug gle "Women and armed corflict" study presented in the F rst Conference of Arab Women
Organizaion (200 6), stated that i nternati onal co nventio ns affirmed human ri ghts res pect in timesof peace and war.
Be jing platformfor Actio nidenti fied (ad opted by the Fourth World Co nferenc eon Women) th at thel ack of r espect f or
women humanrights, and the inadequae promotionand protect ion of th eserig hts, is"a matter of seiousconcern”. T he
Patform for Action reaffi rmedtha women human richts are part of the inte natioral human rights; and that thefull
enoymert of dl humanrightsiscritical forwomen empow erment and the enjoymentofautonamy.

GhadaAhu Giap(2008) in astudy on"The impact of thesiege on the Pdestinian family f rom women ¢andpoint' noted to
the deteriar ation of families economic situ ationsw ither o nthelev el of househd d headl oss of w ork orthelevel of family
monthly incomedecrease Also,familiesaresuffering fromdelt accumu lationand risin g prices of commaodity and goo ds
due tothesiege. As forthe siegeim pact on the sccial statu sof the family; 28.3% of samp le hasi ndicated increase inearly
mar riagein ddence and on the ather side forced number of young ment o pogp one marriage Also 3 .5% of f emdes in
sample indicate the ocaurrence of divorce within thar families. At the level of Palestinian famili es psychologcd
situ ations 6 0.5%o0f the sam pleexpressad that vio lence against womenan dchildren has increased during the periodoft he
sig e. Examined sample also nated an in creasei n nervousness, tension and anxiety within families As for educatio n;
stud ents failurera eshave increased, attaining low grades, assod atedwit hincrease scho ol sdrgp outrate.

Wit hrespect to health status, thest udy poi nted out that 58.7% of t he sampl ethought that thesiegehascausedindividuals
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inability to receive treatment abroad, aswell ast he inability to affordt reatment costs. Asfor CSOsroale, 35.5% of the
sample bdievesthat CSOs are ful fillingi ts rolei n mitig ating the effect sof the siegeo nfamili es, wither ontheleve of
violenceagainst wo menand childr en, orthedireeconomi csituai on of Palestinianfamili es.

According UNRWA, 44.9% of pregnantw omenin the GazaStrip sufferf romiron defid t which causesanemia asaresult
ofthe deter iorating quality of hed th carei ntheoc cupied Palestinian temi toriesd uring2007, and as aresult of restrictio ns
imposedby Israel on Palestiniansf reedom of them ovement (Yaussef Ibrahim, 2008).

Ina survey on heal th provi dersan dbendfidaries, theres ultsindi cated th at theproportion of hedth problemsb ecause of
chil dhoodandma ernity care or family planningor birthi s17.5% in the Palestin ian terri tories, with 18 7%for West Bank
ard 14.4% for Gaz a Strip. When examining health problemsin cidences and distributi ng on patients (according tot he
health sedor, which wentt ofor amedicd c onsultation) dataind c aetha thehigh est pec entage of patients(26.9%) gd ng
tothe governmert sector werefor maternd and child care, family planning, or giving birth. With reg ard tothe private
sector, 14.4% of vi sitswer edueto maternal and child car e, famil y planning or giving ki rth. Asf or clinicsandh ealth care
centers, they provi ded preg nancyc areseviceby 2 4.8%. W ith reg ard ton on-gov ernmental organization s;, thep roporti on
ofvisitsdue to mat ernity andchildhood, family d anning, or givin g birth is22.5%, andtheservic e provi des for pregnan cy
care women is66.1% (Central Bur eauof Statistics , 2005).

WA C (2008), inastudy entitled"T heimpact of the siegeandthepdliticd division onfamilyand sodalrelationshipsint he
GezaStrig', affirmed that domegti cviolen ce hasi ncreased signif icantly after the split,b ecauseof differ enceso npolitica
affi liations or because of poverty and unemployment resultingf rom the siege T he sdi t has ripped apart bord sin many
families.

WA C (2007) astudy entited: "Wo meninthe Gaza Strip: t hesiege ; impov eri shment; and security disord er”, indi catedth a
the majority of women opposed i nternd strife and became rest rained and arx ious of draining of their mok lity int he
puwblicsphere and lossd safetyfactor in private and public lives. Thestudy dso reflected women vul nerahili ty, almost
ddl y over many months,t o bombardment, and th eeffect s of the siegethat depr ived the population of most basicnead s.
The continuing situ a@iono fimpov erishment is bo th cause and result of domestic violence prevalence;t herebyincread ng
the sufferingof womenand theirchildren.

MonaAl-S hishnia (2006) i nastud y on "cu lturd tr ansformations and thel r impacton the phenomenonof violenceaganst
women in P destinian scoci ety,” explained that vio lence againg women manifestatiors are: physical, economic, verbal,
mental, sexud and mord. Asfor the level of vi dlenceagaing women in sod ety; varies degpending on the number of
vaiables, either:a woman's age,level of education, typeo f famil y andpl aceof r esidence, whee violencepracticed more
ony oungw omenin age, lesseducated, and living inexten ded family ,as wdl aswomen inthevi llages T he stud y show ed
vaying cau sesof v iolence; which wasmo stimpor tant: social reasons, fol lowedb y cultur al andeconomi ¢ causes and leg d
reasons.

Wo man Center for Reseach andD eved gp ment (2008) in asurvey on"Th eimpact of cuts salarie sof Pal estinian women ",
icentified that abo ut 77% of the households (which were provided for by women before salaries cutting) have been
deprived d suchaupport. T hepd! showed that 89.2% of r espord ents do not hav eother source(s) of income. At thesccid
level, thenegative effect on working females family and social rel ations ranges between 50 t09 0%, and about 7 8,7%did
na receive any external ad. Findly; show tha th e44,5% of thesampleh ad been negati vely &f ected by political choices
dwe tosiege.

Cente for Women's Legal Research and Corsulting (2007) in a study titled: "Discriminaion in men and women
punishmentfor the crimeof adultery”, stated that , ISlamic law has equéae d between men and women;whilego pliedlaw s
discrimirates in the sentence o be taugh on adulterous wif e and diluted on adulterer husband. The study al so
recommended the stoppin g of discrimination against women as reflected in some laws, because such discrimination is
cantraryto the pra ectionof humen rightsi n Palest iniansociety,and corst itutesa bl atant attacko nwomen'srights.

Eu o - Mediterranean Human Rights Network (2006) i n the research titled "achieving gend er equality inthe Euro -
Mediterran ean area: changeis possible an d necessary” d aifiedt hat, change isboth pos sible an d necessary. Th eresea ch
guestionsthe prevailing st ereotyp esimage of the region, which isdrawn by conservai ve, stati ¢, andr igid rdi giousand
traditionsthat ares ubject t o change that w omensuffer fr om opp ression, and were not awareof what is going on around
them. Theresearch shows that changeis posside and th a the most sen sitiveissues for women rdating to: family law,
damesticviolence, therightsasociaedwith pregnancy and chil d birth, andthe strugd e to achieve gen der equ ality. T he
researchsh owsthatchange i snecessary becauseo f theeco nomicand sod al changesexperienced by thecommunities.
Karem Nashwan(2005) in acritical andco mpara ivestudy onthe" Draft Law o Personal Status” noted that, family lav s,
alth ough nu merous, clear discrimi nate betweenmenandw omen on thebasisof sex, especially sincethe sesinteritedlaw s
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has ebeend evelopedwith mascu inecort ext and arerepr esentati veof the economic, history, and Social histori cd trend s.
They all contribued to the masculine stru ctureof family relations causing the most seriousv iolaionsin the family in
general and towomeninparticular. With thecomprehensive Pd e stinel egislativ erevd ution wi tnessed sinceth eelecti on
oftheL egislative Coundil in199% and tod ate has sought t hefemi nist mo vement, and wi ththesupporto f pdlitical parti es,
todevdop family laws an thelal der of prioritieswithin the legd requirement by amending and standardiz ng, whi ch
promotedequdity between menand women.

Conclusions
Based onreview and analysis o relevant literature, indirectcausesof women's problems inthe Gaza Srip can be
summarizdasfdl ows:
- Paliti cd ingabilityin theregion.
- lsreel i siegei mposad ontheGazaSrip.
- Instability of theinter nal Plestinian situatio n.
- Inte natioral isolai on imposed on the Gaza Strip since the victory of " Hamas" movement in 2006 | egid i ve
elections.
- Thelack ofa soundlegd env ironment thatse rves women'si ssues.
-Theglobd financid crisisand itseam nomicr epercussions.
- High populationgrowth (3.4 %).

Fadl AbuHein (2008) in a study titled: " the Isradi siege and its psychologicd effects on the Palestinian population in
Gaza,", sates tha 55% of the pgoulaion suffered from average anxiety, and4 2% of cases o averag edepression,and
bahneed psychol ogical guidarce andinterventi on. 126 of the population suff ersfrom sericu s conaern, and 9% suff er
fram severe depression and are, thus are in dre/urgent need for treat ment, psychiatry, recreatioral places, and self
expressian inlight of siege. Andtheresulting internal div isionsdrew Pdestinian society and resulted in the case of har ed
ard reverg etoward seach other. A nd that 60% o p arents havebecomem oreviol ent and nervau sagairst themo ther, 77 %
of mothers have becomemore nervouswi th thef aher and children due tothes ege, 8 % of mo thershave becomemore
fear ful and isolated thanbefore.

Int he cortext of the effects of war on the mentd hedth of thep aentsR awya Hamam (2009) showed that the average
number o parents expoaur e to traumatic eventsamourtedto g proximately 14 traumatic event perindividual, andtha
95% of mal eswere exposed to trau mati ceventsco mpared t098% for females; and accounted for 97.2% of theparentsdid
na fed safe inthar homes during thewar, andthey arenct ableto protect theirlovedores.

"Mervat M okbd and WafaaYouni s (2008 ) study highligh ted the "psychological and social effects of womenlo sing their
sons for scurity chaos and by the Isradi occupation” that wamen are the subj ect of study, th e need for psychologcad
support mo rethanf inandal supportto sup port them . Thestudy dso emph esizesth atfedi ngsofh ared an drevengeandt he
non -accept ance of othersi sstill raging in the hear tsof motherssu ffering fromloss, and have mi xed feelings to ward their
chil dren'sd eathsre sult of t he fighting bew een the "open" and"Hamas'asit did notfed proud t he fad tha thei r childr en
are notma tyrs.

Ama Tdeb (2008) in the study entitled: "the degree of satisfaction o basicneeds and ther rdationship o degree of
marital har mony,” identifi ed tha needfor sdf-esteem got the hi ghest degree of satisfaction, while the need for securi ty
cameasthe very least requiredneed; asar esultof incurdonsandassassin aions aswell asaresultof I nterior conflictsand
internal fig hting. T hisresult came incont rary tot he view of the" Madow" tha f ulfillment of basic needs be g eater than
the saturati oninthe needsof higher education.

SlamaZuaiter" (20 07) thro ugh the study entitled: "Thesodiologicd dimension of women'swork anditsimpact ontheir
positionin society that" sh owed that, wam en'swork cortributedt o theso dial stat us digti nguished them, andthe existen ce
ofa directcorrelaionbetw een thev aluesdifferent socolo gicd d mension tothew ork o women.

Inthe conte xtof women'shealth; h asexplained Shabana(2009)that theabortion raeof 7.1%int he Palestiniant erritories,
by6 .4%in theWest Bankand8.1% inGaza Strip in2005 and 200 6, and the percentageof Caesarean sectionsrecorded in
the hospital, "hedi ng" reached 3 % at the end of the year 2008and 2% in Jan uary 20 09 of al | births thattook place in
these months, theaverage rateinnorma conditionswas up to 15 %, and Shabana poirted outthat thee isincreaseint he
number o birthsi n January 2009 up to 5000 cases compared Regula monthl y rate before the war, a 4000 case, this
increase may be a tributed to anincrease in then umber of preterm birth sdurin g thew ar. Meanwhile beneficiaries;see
most of the women (85.6%) thanthosewh odid ot receive post-n atal care, the & senceof health problemsafte birthist he
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mai nreason for the non-<electedan dpog- natal are Wl eshowi ngthat thelack of servi cewast hereason, too, behindt he
non -selected andp ostnatd care, w herethe percen tagereached 38.6%inthe Palestiniant erritoriesandtherisein theGaza
Stri pincreasedby4 timestha inthe Wed B ank (44 %, 10.8 %).

Suhad Okbied (2006) in her study™ stressand jobsatisfact ion of w omen in leadership po sitiors in theGaza Srip,” na ed
thet , the pr oportion of womenin leader ship positions who ae subjected to psychol ogicd pressure is 61%, and t he
pe centage of job satisfaction is66%. Psy chological pressuressustained by Pal estinian women are: politicd pressures,
family pressures work pressures, community pressures and currert period pressures (lawlessness and economic
pressures). Thestu dy verifiedtha thegreater thew ork pressurest heless job sati sfaction in marriedwamen. Becauseth ey
suff er most pressur e and pain, whe recustomsand tradi tionsmake women bear therespon sibilitie sof the home, i nadditi on
tow ork responsi bil ities.

UNIFEM (2009),explainedtha, thebigge st hedt h proble ms wom en, which suf er fram, isthet raumaand psyc hologcd

stressresu tingfram thewar.

Conclusions
Based onreview and analysis d relevant literature, indirectcausesof women's problems inthe Gaza Srip can be
summarizzdasfdl ows:

- Distinctionb etween malesand females.

- Thenegative imageo f womeninthe media

- Psych o-social conseq uences.

- Hedt hconse quences.

- Margindiza ionofw omenan dtheir poor Wilization as ahuman sourceinthecommunity devel gp mentd process.

- Increasing gap betwe en women' kno wiedge andapp licatian .
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3-ResearchApproachandM ehodol ogy

3-1 Resear ch Appr oach

The research was based on descriptive-analytical approach, to andyze the compreh ensive and irtegrated picture of
womensituationin GazaStrip. The predictive goproachw asused for seti ng wam en prio rity issuesandp roblems, to assist
decision makersin femini st organizations and donorsin policy and appropriat e interv entions develop mentto improve
women'sgatusinthe Gaza Strip.

3-2 ResearchMd hods
Sev erd Researchmethods wereused asfollows;

3-2-1 Lite aturereview: 40 studes, resarchesand wak ing pap ers, on Palegi nian women in all fidds since 2005and

urtil 2009, werereviewed. Furthermore A rab reportsand studes, and other issued by humanr ightso rgani zationswere
examined. Thishas beendetailedi n thebeginning of thest udy.

3-2-2Questionna re: Was design ed as sientific research tool to measu re quant itatived aa. Wherethe teamw as able to
desi gn aquestiom airefor women and another for men,in an atempt to measure trends and views of w omenand men in
decermining priorit ies of w omerts issuesin Gaza Strip. It included resolution of thestudy, andp ersond and dem ographic
daa. Women'squestionnairecontained 80 questions, coveringd | socid, psychologicd, economicand cultural problems
of women, whilemen' questionnaire included 25 quegionsin the problemsand issues of women. T he questionna re
can tainedboth open-ended and do sed questions Closed question sansw erswere basedo n (Lidk ert scd €) of multi-choi ce
bygivinga valueof zeroto 4.

7fi dd wa kersact ed asfacilitator s of women and meng uestionnaire fil ling sessions, t hen inv ested time by condudi ng
focused g oups meetings to women and men viewsr egarding women's issues in Gaza Srip. The repat includes
ou standing testimoniesfrom wam en, and what men inthe segrau ps, asw el l asfi eldwak ersmo stimpor tant observatio ns
ongroupsandhog organizations

Coo peration and coordimation was made with partner i nstituions, according to certain criteria. The firstis based on
geo graphical divisi on, and second isconcernedwi thsamplecharacterigic s, asfollows:

The first a iterion, geogra phical distribut ion:
Gaz ahasbeen divi dedirnto (5) go vernorate asfol lows: Gaza-North-Central - KhanY unis-R afah. Each provincew as
dividedasf ollows:
NorthernGovernor ae: (Jabaliya- Jebalia town -B @tHanoun).
Gaz aGovernorate:
- Easti ncludes: (Shgaeya- Tofah- Zaytoon- Shdaf - Mourt Rayyes)
-West and incl ude: (Tel Hawa - Shekh Ajlean - beach camp- port aed).
- North andinclude: (ShekhR adwan - Zarcp area- Gal aa).
- South and include: (Sabra-A ldhadh).
- Midd leandinclude (Remd -Darg - Dowrt own-S aha- Wehdasreet).
Mid dle Gov ernorate
- JohrA Ldiek- WadiGaza- M aghazi - Messadar.
- Deirel-Balah includi ng (city -camp).
- Nusd rat - the flowe - Mughr agaarea- zone Zawad a
KhanYunis Govenorate:
- Eastern Regio n: Karara- Khu zaa- A bassan (oldand new)- B ani Suhailavil lage-F okhary area
- Center of KhanYounis: Khan Younis city -GizanAl -Najjar - Satta (eastand west).
-Western Region: KhanYunis Mawasi-Mgayda-Hassand -Ngja
RafahG ovemo rate
- Shoka town
- Nassr town.
R& ahmuni dpdity includi ng:
The city (Sultandistrict-M awasi - Western Rafah).
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Shabourac ampsdi strict.
El Geneima - Tanweer area -Al-Sd am- Brazil

The second criterio n,acco rdingto thefol lowing specifications

e Menfrom2-50yeaxr s(students-wo rkers-unempoyed).

e« Women: from 20-50y ears(dudents- worke s-housewives).

the number of wamen andmen of eachirst itutionw asacco rdingt o sampl edistribution

Resear chTotal Po pulationand Sample

e GazaStriphas beenidentified asgeo graphic boundary forr esearch total po pulatio n coveringitsf ive governordes.
Resear ch'time-frame hasbeen definedto bef romthe begimingof2005till n ow. ResearchcoversPalestinian women
from2 0-50 years (students - w orkers - houswives). And men of 20- 50 year s (stude nts - workers- areuremployed ).
Resear chpopu laionsizesof womenand men havebeen (109 ,537) and (112, 647), respectively.

e The dzes of r epresentative sample of women and men have been calcul ated using a co mputer to achieve 95%
ConfidencelLevel and 5% Confidencelnterval. Accordingly, the results can be generdized tothew holep opulaion.
Therepresentativesam ple, for women and men, was 3 83.

e Therepresert ative samplewas digributed in such a way, to assure it having proper representation of resea ch
popu ationspecificaio nsof ag e, geag raphicr egionandwomenandm enoccupations.

¢ Reahingthetargetgroup rdiedfidd workers, whow eretrai nedand then delegation to part ner CSO saccor ding © its
geographical | ocation, andits potential topro videthe sample assetfo rthabove The collabo rationw ith18institutio ns
for the mobiliz ationof researc hcivilq uestionnares and (38 Foundation for theimplementationof focuseg roups

Table(1):D istribut ionofre search femal epopulati onover Gazago vernar aes

I [ QT V2% SR9R2

z Khan Ynunis 2168

3 Middle Governorale 1R1749

4 Naorth 21394

5 Rulah 1329%
Toral Mas37

I Claza 129

2 Khan Younis 76

3 Middle Governorde 57

4 Naorth 75

5 Ralah 4f
Total K3

I (ja7& ELIEIE

2 Khan Younis 22304

3 Middle Governeorace Tah3N

4 North 22048

b Ralah 13518
Towal 112647

1 Gazd 124

2 Khan Younis 7

3 Middle Goviernorate 7

4 Nuarth 75

5 Rafah 44
T'otal An3
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34Fi eld Work:

34-1 Fiddwak team:
6 fiddworkers/ meetings facili tators were selected from among WA C staff, whic h had previo us experienc e in fid dwor k
ardin thestudyfield

34-2 Fiddwak teamtraining:

Oneday trainingwas provided for the team, inwhichthe researchidea executiion plan andelementswere presented. This
includ ed the presentation of th e research p roblem tree, research tools, revision of quegion naire and response to any
guesti onsthat might bearoused by thetarget sample mem bers. Al theresearch methodol agy andin deding with CSOst o
icenti fy and reach the research sample after the application of selection criteria (age and ge ographic area, occupation,
numb er of eachgroupof wamen or men). It wasal soemp hasized o tek e advantage of thesegroupsby conducting thefocus
groupsmeetingaft erthefilling the questi onnairewiththemcallective y. The Focus groupswere settodiscuss raised issues.

Emphasi swasgiven to taking n otesand sate mentsof the target group, and presentingtheir view sand perspectives.
34-3 Fiddwa k m echaniam:

e Fieldworkcoordination:

Coordination and networking wes made with 18 CSOs covering all of G aza Strip, to contributein compiling of
required categoriesac cordingtoresearch popul ation charact eri stics, whic h anounted to 383waomen and men.

e Questionnair es:
Daacol lection ugng the questionnaires for the research required theperiod from7 June until 18 June2009. Al
received filled questio nnares were reviewed and verified. T he questionnairestha were damaged, lost or did not
fulfill the conditionsw ere excluded . Theendresult wasasfol lows:
-Women: (387) guestionnaresreceivedand(4) excluded- M en: (332) questionnaires rece ved and (51) excluded.

e Questionnair esDataEntr y.
Datawer eenteredand analyzedas follows:
-Set numericd estimatesfor the study samp leresponses.
-Enterthenumeri cal estimates onthe stati stical andysis program(SPSS).
-Use of statidical treatmentsi ntheprogram ; which fit the study questions, namdly :
-Frequency.
-Mathemaicl Av erages(mean, andmedian).
-Rel ativeweights accordingto averages.
-Extract somegraphicsrepresentaionsof M athematicd averages.
-Resultsinterpretation.
In addition to descriptive stati stical andysis, multiplel inear regression analysis was performed; in orderto
ident ify women's prioritiesiss uesthat must bedealt with by CSOs

Focus groups:
(38) Focusgroups wereorganiz ed as onecf thequalitativ e research methods; toatt ainin-depth informationandqualitativ e
information to be i ntegrated wi th the questi onnaresanalysisresuts. Thus have objective evid ence based information i n
dealing with issues and prablemsfaced by women inthe Gaza Srip . 82 speddists and exper ts participated in thefocus
group, eachin her/ hisareaof specialty. All the meetings were tabe-re corded, including themes, comments and answerst o
the questions of th e research search by specialization; and then each fid dworker fully replayedthe meetin g, determined
arswersfor each question by thefocusgroup , and recardedtheanswver sinthedesignatedtald e.
Inthis context,foc usgroupsfor thefollowing categoriesw ere coordi nated and impl emented:

- Mediamenandwomen, andwriters.

- Sodal workersand psychologistsfrom mental heal thinstitutions.

- Representatives of faminist organizations (Feminist organi zat ions and leaderships) - R epresentatives of dvil and

privaesedors.
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- Expertsin th efieldofwomenanddevelopment.
- Represertati vesof human rightsorganizaions.
- Women and men withthe samechaacteristicsasthe samplestud y.

Thequestionsaskedineachof thefocusgou ps wereasfo Il ows:

1- In thefocusgroupfor Malia men andwomen, andwriters:
- Towhat degr eeisthegere otyping of w omen asfemde?
- Towhatextentis medaw eak i n documenting and exposing occ upation crimes againg women, family, property and
li velihoods?
- Towhatextentthereisap ositiveimage of womenin the media?
- Towhat exte ntare government i nstituti onsresponsi veto solving women prob lems?
- Towhat extentare civil so d ety organiz aionsresponsi vetosolvi ngwomen pr oblems?

2- In thefocusedg roupfor men tal healthinstitutionsrepr esentatives:
- What isthei mpact onwom en privae spaceduring | sraeli attacks (womenprivecy)?
- Towhat extentiswomen's vul nerablet odomestic p hysical abuse?
- Towhat extentiswomen's vul nerablet odomestic sexual abuse?
- Towhat exte ntiswomen's vul nerablet oemoti anal or psychologi cal domestic abuse of pri soners?
- Towhatextentiswomen'svulnerablet othreat o vi olencefroma family member?
- Towhatextentiswomen's vulnerablet obekilledon theso-cdled "honor killi ng" by afami ly member?
- Towhatextentiswomen'svulneréblet oincestby a family memb er?
- Towhatextentiswomen' vul nerableto divorceagai nst her will?
- Towhatexte ntiswomen's vul nerablet opsychd ogical abusefromneighbors?
- Towhat extentarewomen'vulnerabletorape?
- Towhatextentarewomen'vul nerabl et oattempted rape?
- Towhatextentistheimpact of women'sproblemson thepsycho- socid situaion?
- Towhatextentdogovernmentinstituti onscontribut e to sol ving the probl ems of women?
- Towhatextentdocivil society organiz aionscontri butetosolving theprobl em sof women?

3- In thefocusGro up for feminist organizati onsandlead erships:
- Towhat extentisthe gere oty ping o women asfemale?
- Towhat exte ntarewomen'sdeni edbasic needs(food, drink,and clothing)?
- Towhat exte ntarewomen deprivedfro maccesstosourcesof inf ormationon availableservices?
- Towhat extentiswomen's deni ed acce ssto her financial resources (inheritanc  work (Sd ary) and personal expense).
- Towha extent are women' deniedacc ess to materi al resources (Basic Services) (hedth, educationd, psycholagical
andemploymentserviaes) ?
- Towhat exte ntarewomen' deni ed parti cipati onin d ecision-makingin thef am ily and community?
- Whatisthei mpact ofthe | sraeli oacupationandits violent practi ces and aggr essions again st the Pd esti nianpegplein
generd; andPal estinianw omeninparticular?
- Howdominantisthepetriarchal cutur eonPal estini ansociety including customsandtraditionsof thesociety ?
- Howdomi nantissodal tr endsbiased aga nstwomen (injusticeand genderinequality)at th elevd o the family, males
preferenceto over femdes, orinworkpl ace, discrimi nationinwages?
- Towhat degr ee arewome nleadershol ding decision -makingand strategiespl anning pasitions?
- Howfragleiscivil scciety endwhat is itsability to representwom en; andweak lobbying and advocacy campaignson
women'sissues.
- What istheeffect of regiond political situations stabilizing thein theregion on women?
- What isimpact of thelsraeli siegeimposedontheG aza Stripon w omen?
- What isimpact of insiabil ity of theinternal Palestini an situaion onwomen?
- Towhatextentisthed scriminationbetween maes and fema es?
- Towhat extentiswomen i magein mediapositive?
- What isthei mpact of women'sproblem sonthepsycho-socid sit uation?
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- To what extent doesThe margindization of wom en and poor use of them as a source of human in the processof
community devd opment?

- Towhatextentisthe gapi ncreasi ng bet ween theknowledge and applicationi n the caseof w omen?

- Towhatextentisthe government instit utionscontri bution tosolv ingwomen's problems?

- TowhatextentisCSGOscontribution to solvingwomens prodems?

4- In thefocusGro up for Repre sentativesof civil andpriv ate sectors:
- Towhatextentisthe gapi ncreasi ng bet ween theknowledge and applicationi n the caseof w omen?
- Towhatextentisthe government instit utionscontri bution tosolv ingwomen's problems?
- TowhatextentisCSOscontributionto solvingwomen'sprodems?
4FocusGroup for Representativesd H uman Richts Organization:
- Towhatextentarewomen vulnerablet obang killed duringther epeatediIsraeli aggressions?
- Towhat extentarewomen vulnerablet olossorinjury of closefamily duringtherepeated | srad i agg essions?
- To what extent are women vulnerab le to displac ement and transitionfrom place o residence dur ing the Isreeli
attacks?
- Towhat exte ntarewomen vulnerablet otake over of thar heritage and ownfu nds?
- Towhat exte ntarewomen vul nerable todivorceagainst her will ?
- Towhat extentarewomen vulnerablet otribal pressure (marriage - divorog) ?
- Towhat exte ntarewomen vul nerablet orape?
- Towhat exte ntiswomen denial of part ici pationinu nion work?
- Towhat exte ntiswomen denial of ébsol uterightto custody o children?
- Towhatextentistheimpact of the bse nce of asoun dlegal environment toservewomen'si ssues?
- Towhatextentisthe government instit utionscontri bution tosolv ingwomen's problems?
- TowhatextentisCSGOscontribution to solvingwomen'sprodems?

5- Fo cusGroupforcommunity activistsinw omen'sissue sandgerder :
- What isthei mpact onwom en privaespaceduring | sraeli attacks (womenprivacy)?
- Howtoidentify areasof w ork forwomen?
- Towhat extentarewomen vulnerablet oforced marriage?
- Towhatextent arewomen vul nerablet obeing force d on work th & doesnotrespect her dignity?
- Towhat exte ntarewomen vul nerablet oforcedtobeingone d multiplewives (polygamy)?
- Towhatextent arewomen vul nereblet obeing forcedtoleaveher home?
- Towhat exte ntarewomen vul nerablet oba ng depri vedfrom edu cation?
- Towhat extent arewomen vulnerable to being denied accessto her financial resources (inheritance - sdary/work -
personal expense).
- To wha extent are women vulnerable to beingdenied access to basic servi ces (hedlth, educational, psychological,
employment services)?
- Towhat exte ntarewomen vul nerablet obe ng denied participationindecision-makingin t hefamily and community ?
- Towhat exte ntarewomen vul nerablet obeing denie d absol ue custody right of her children?
- How muchc ontrol doesth epatriarchal culture have over Palestinian society i ncludingcustomsandtrad itions?
- Towhat ext ent are social trends biased agairst women (injustice and gender inequality) control over the family
(males prefer enceoverfemades), orintheworkdace (wagesd scrimination)?
- To what extent are CSOs fragileand ability to represent women, and weak lobbying campaigns and advocecy to
women'sissues?
- What istheeffect of stabi | izingthepol iticd situationin theregion on women?
- What isthei mpact of thel sradi siegei mposedonthe GazaSrip on women?
- What isthei mpact of thei nstabilityof theinterral P d estiniansit uationonwomen?
- What isthei mpact of the absenceof asound legd environment to servewomen'sissues?
- What isthei mpact of high popul ationi ncreasefor women?
- What isthee xtent of d scriminati onbetweenma es andfemd es?
- What isthep ositivei mage of womeninthemed a?
- What isthee xtent towhich government institutions to contribute to solving th eproblemsof women?
- What isthee xtent of civil society arganizationscontributionto solvingthepr oblemsofwomen
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Inter views:

Rdied on theinterview asqualitative research tools to obtain information end explanaions more accur ately than the
specialists and ex perts; where the inteview took place with (6) characters, including legd, expertsin the fidd of
development, women, and experts in the fidd of wom en's hedth, and rehabili tation specialist for pecial needs and
workersin pubicandprivate sector .

3-4-4 Problemsanddifficultiesfaced byt hefiddwork ers:

Some institutions were flexibl e and very active in coop eration with the facilitatorsand provided space, equipmert and
lagistics (appropri ate chairs, pens and good hospitdity); and contrib uted in helping the fedlit ators of thet arget graup of
illiteracy, or find it difficut to read and write. Also co mmitted to providing category according to the specificaions
required and the required number; While some inditutions were not required flexibility and optimal cooperation of
meeti ngs. Andmor eor lessthan it'srequired , and thisisw hat happened with oneo f thegroups of men, though; facilitator s
triedt o intervene, as appropriatefor devd opment of thei nstitution. O ften; instituti ons werecoo perativeand ef ectivewit h
the ex ception of a few ingtitutio ns; such as, for example: Foundation gpologized for the two groups before enmbarkingo n
ore hour only. This is thefirst experiment with 18 community organizaion in the five go vernorates of Gaza, but a
rewar ding experienceand worth y of documentationandd issemi nation asmean ngf ul and asapp ropri ate.

3-4-5 NotesOffieldworkers:
- Women have asusceqtibi lity to tak about theirpro blems, even i f sensitive, withsomeeffort from ther esearche; but
to ensure conf identiality.
- Women dem andedthat th ere be awareness of theval ue of wamen and mensho uld berespected.
- Women arev ery interestedinthat raise d suchresear ch, and hope alot.
- Targetgroup havevaious |evel sof aw areness.
- Thereisgreat cooperation by thetarget grouptodiscusswomen's i ssues.
- Discussed th e men and women with courage and admitted som e of theinjustice of men against women, calling it
unfair andunclear.
- Men'sdesire toidentify th eresultsof the study aswell aswomen.
- Some of the men caegoricdly refused to answer some questions such as sexual har assment or deprivation of
education
- Seemed clear for some women to ack nowledge sexual violence; reference or recogritio n, but Mutteringsfear and
concern expre ssad that.
- Thewomen ontheprablem of deprivationof childrenin Mrs. caseof divorce, and reported two cases w here children
taken fromtheir mother if t hebirth.
- Wasobserved in women speed of absorptionofthe i ssuesmaret han men.
- Hasbeenthe topic of poly gamyisanex pandedand large, anditw asdearthe men supported theideaof polyganmy but
rarely are.
- Theunemplo yment o wo men to men and leisureincreased marital problems, family, and formed additional pressure
towardsthem.
- Women were adversdy affected by culture, where men made tyrants, and forced their wivesto go out to searchfor
couponsinthe institutions.

35 T heCollectionand Analy sisof Docum ents:

Toan swer research questionsfrom avariety of souraesv arious dacuments we e c onsultedincl uding report s and data that
can an swer theseq uestionsand arein support of theresponsesobtained from aher sources, and make dl of the answersi n
anobj ectiveanda hightranspar ency andcredibility levd s,andhasone of theresearcherstogo andvisit sveral institutions
ard access to docu ments and i nformation r dated toresearch. Inadd ition to infor mation and documentsth a are located
across the pagesan d websites of the organiz ations of civil and human rights, gover nment; and t hen worked ontheandysis
of these document s using them ethod of content analysis, the search f or answersto questiors th at havebeen agreed by the
resear chteam.
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Rriority | ssies of Wamen in Gaza Srip

4-| nformation An alysisand Conclusions:

4-1 DescriptiveAnalytical Approach:

Quantitativ e and qualitativ e infarmaion were m llected during t he month of June 2009 ; whe e ateam of fid d workers
canpletedtwo researchquestiom airesfor women and men, andorganized (38)f ocusgroupmeetings,(6) interviewswi th
canmunity activists, aswell asnotesbyf ield wo rkers and revisi on of do cuments; to an swer the resea ch questions. T he
resp onsesf romdif ferent sourcesf or each questio n haveb een triangulaed to reach objective conclusio ns. Therewasn ot
much differencein views betwesn menandwamen'sviews, rather, there wasconsensus on many isaiestha have been

made. Exceptfora small percentay e, there wasvar iancein diagnosingthe problem sof wo menin the Gaz aStrip.
The following table contains arswers to researc h quedions according to various sour ces of i nformation and resea ch

met hodsof quantitativeand qualitative:

4-1-1Women Prob lems

Con clusion sregar dingWb men Problems
- Palestinianwomen are subj ected to the death, ijury and disability and displacement dueto I aeli attacksistoo
large - Israeli attacksaffectth eprivacy of wo mensignificart ly.
- Theability of women withsp ecial needstoadapt is not mor ethan10%. Adaptation isvery difficult dueto thesiege,
andthe difficulty of atainingsupplementary devices.
-Women aresu bjected tosexual violenceby 70%, bu ttherec ognition isoneo f thetaboosof society.
- There islarge propor tion o violaiion andd eny of w omen rightsto inheritance a their ovn furd s; andw omenare
evenki lledinorderto seizetheir inheritance
-Women arek illed an the"honorkilling", and suffers exual harassment, threasof vi olence and abuse
-Women aresubjected to psyc holog cd abuse fromneighbor s, andto ridicul eand verballyabusivehusband or fami ly
members.
- There is ccercion d women tothe work that does not resp ect her dignity. - Wam en are deprived of their right to
custody of chil dren.
-Women ared eprived fromparticipa ing indecision making inthefamily and community.
-Women aresu bjected toharassmert and curi osity So cial rdativesan dne ghbors. (I nterferencewith privecy).
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4-1-1-1 Qeenpation Vielenee

<1 11 1 The axtent of wamen vulnerability to belng Killed docing the cepeated lscaeli ageressions.

Questionnaire analysis:
The results showed that moest women (8390 ol lemale pacticipants in the study) are exposed wo the killings during mentioned
Isracli attacks,

L'ocus groups:
Waormicn are snbjcered to Killinas during the repeared 1scacli attacks.

Literature Review:
Wouticn are subjeered to Killinas during the repeared 1seacll attacks by a larac margin.

£-1-1-1-2 The extenl of wamen volnerahilily (o varions injumics duming tha repeated Tarael agmrmessions

Questionnaire analysis:
RR.9%: af Temele partcipaing in the swdy imdhentad thar Palestinian woman lmve saffered inqures darimg the Teraeh aneks.

Review amd documentation:
Women are infeeted wirh variony injurics during che Ismaeh atracky,

£-1-1-1-3 The exienl of womnen's exposwre (o dilTerent types, of dizabiliy during the repraled Taraeli aggressions.

Questionnaire analvsis:
The lemule participauts in the suidy express<ed their beliel thal woinen's vulnerubilily 1o disubilicy resuliing fom repeated Tsraeli
artacks. as explained. 0% of wamen pacticipants mentioncd that wonten ave been exposcd e dittorenr types of disability.

luterview:
Women are suhjected 1o dillerant types ol disabilivy during the lsraeli atlacks.

Literature review:
Warnen are subjected 1o dillerent types ol disabilivy during the vepeated lsraeli aggressions.

/-1-1-1-3-1 The ability of women with speeial needs ro adapt to difficalt cireumsrancees (sicge and war},

Tnlerview:
‘The ability of womeain, with speewal needs, o adape 3¢ low, sines ic 1 very difficalt fo ottom supplementary devices ax a resule of
the siere.

<1 1132 The cffeetivensss of NGOs In conrriburing to solving wamen with special accds problams.

Questionnaire analysis:
The 1esulls showed that over d0% ol female participents asured the eilectivensss of NGOs in contiiboting o solving the
prablems of wamen with special noeds,

£ 1-1-1-4 The extent «of wormen vulnerability fo Toss ol a close Cumily member during, the Iraeli altacks.

Questiomnaire analysis:
The majomity of lernale paricipanls $90%) capressed (hat there was na howse, which did not sofTfer from one Torm ol The
consequences ol Israeli copression, such as: Toas or loss ol or injwry  a close.

Focus groups:
Palestinian woroe’ sullering frorn Toss o injury of o relative, as a cesalt of Israeli alacks on the Palestinian people, is
praepoctionally high,
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£-1-1-1-5 The exigni < wornen vilnerability o displacement during the Taraeli allicks.

Questonnalre analysis:
The mesnhs showel close proporion ol female pariacipans’ vicws regarding Tameh messores and pracices, whene 93¢
rronatjority) mentioned thal women leave their hismes iwnd beconne displuced during Qe Israeli attacks.

Focus proups:
Siginficant proportion ol woinen has been displaced and move rom place ol residence us a resull of atacks aml the repeuated
invasions of them in scarch ot satcty and sceurity.

Literature review.
L pro 90% Wamen arc subjected to displacoment andd maving from place of cosidonce during the Lsracli attacks.

7-1-1-1-6 The impact of the Tarachi aliacks on Lhe privale space Tor women. (wamen privacy)

OuesLivmnuire dmalysis:
‘The results showed that 859% of fomale participanty mencioned che vielution of their privicy dunng the lsrazli artacke,

Foens groups;
Therg 1% nesr unanimily regarding the negative impact of the repeated lsraeh allacks on the space Tor Palestlinian women as s
resull.

4-1-1-2 Domestic violenoe

£-1-1-2-1 The extenr of women voloerability to domestic physically abusc,

Questionnaire analysis:

The resules showed thar 38.9% of fomale participants conficted that Palestinian women experienced physical violence within
the Family, 16.29% of the fomals Parlivipants siromgly believid of wemens vulnerability (o domesiie physical abuse, The male
participunts hud the same vpinion; and ot Tevels comparable with women. On the other Tand, the resulls showed thal one third of
the temale participants nexates Pelestinian wamcn <xposurce to domestic physical abuse. in ccourn: the peopartiaon of men that do
A agree, cven denying, the spreasd of this phenomenon, is 472.8% of mak: patlizipanis in the study.

Foens groups:
The domestic physical abvzc against woemcen is wide spread. with cophasis that physical violenee oxists within che Palestnian
Farmly” culture, ancl the three camies of violence arez poverly, ignorance and disease.

<1 122 The extent of woaen vulnerability to sexnal abuose wichin the family.

Questionnaire anmalysis:

The results shiowed iat 35.8% (clinost one third o worten) of the Tenale parlicipanls agreed that women are vulnerability o
violence and scxual abuse wichin the fumily; while 45 2% of temale Participants rejeetod the notion thar women atc svbjccted to
seatid] nhuse within the Funily.

Fucns groups:
Women are suhjeeted 1o sexnal vinlence, Bl the recognition v ome of the social inhoos.

£ 1-1-2-3 The extent o women vulnerability 1o emotional or psychological abuse within Tamily.

Questionnaire analysis:
The resulls showed thal Lxplained 6% of (enile participants explained that Palestivian woemnen suller Tone emotionud or
psychioloaical abuse within che family.

Focus groups:
Women are subjected 1o emational ar psycholoaical violeace by hiah. and against wamen gither by her bushand o parents
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<1 12 4 The extenc of wowuen vulnerability to beina roped of cheic own funds and inheritance.

Questionnaire analysis:

The results showed that 70.8% of (emale participating ageed on the prevalence of women's yvulnerability te Deing, roped ol her
fonds and inhcritance. Male paticipants had the same view reaarding the issoe of denial of inberitance. bur with lewer approval
rales (6479 und o nen-approval vate of (27.29%;, which sugpesis un atiempl o ceduce the severily snd maenitude o this
vivlutivn.

L'ocus groups:
There ix a Jarge proportion of violation and deny of wamen in their cight o inheritance or their own Mands; arnd women are even
killed in order w seize their inheritance.

/-1-1-2-8 The extent of women vulnerability to the chreat of violenee from g family member,

Ouestivmnuire amalysis:
The resulia showad that 60% of thae Temale participants coniirmued that women are exposed 1 kingds of theat of violenee by 2
Farmly member.

Focus groups:
Wuinen are subjected i the threat ol violence by inembers of Tier Funily. amd subjected 16 violence by the husbarad or rother or
Lather ar son

/-1-1-2-6 I'he oxtent of women vulnerability to being killid on the so-called "hanor kalling" of o family mombe

Ouoestionnyire gnalysis:

The resules of the study (which surveyed Participants point of view of the valerability of women in socicty to be killed by 4
rmemhoer on the backgnourud of The se-called hemory showed the magnilude of this phenamenon, 33%: ol the Temale paricpints
aarzed Lo the spread ol such practices and violations against wemen. [n addition. 19% of the lemale participants conszentad
srrangly thar Palestinian women arc being killed on the backeround of the so called "fammly honor",

F{)(!I].’g' L0
Womecn are Killed on the backeround of the so called honar.

Literatare Review:
The documents make clear that wamen are beina Killed on the backpeound of the so called “honoer™ and thar more maorives ta
muyreer anil honor is artributed g the sugmcion, or inhertance, or family disputes,

£ 1-1-2-7 The extent «f wormen vuluerability 1o iocest by a Gannly meoiber

Questionnaire analysis:
F1.2% ol the lemale participants imlicaked the exisience of ese practices within the community. while 46.9% (el i thi-
phenemenon of is Limited extenr and size.

Eocus groups:
Wumen are subjected 1o incest in Palestinian societly.

Dociments:
Women are subjected o incest by a family member
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<11 2 8 The extene of wortien vulnerability to divores againse her will,

Questionnaire analysis:

The resulls showed that 62.6% of e lemale pacticipants agreed and sweessed women's vulnerability o such violations in the
conununity, Comparing the point of vicw of male participants (about che vulnerability of women to these practices) tound chat
there is w significant diflerence o the proporlion, 46% of inen ugree on the vulnerahility of wornen 1o divince aguinst her will;
while 40,8 7 consider this s Tirmited Dehavior with Timited spread.

Focus pronps:
Wumnen wie valnerable e divisnce apaingt Qg will; Tor iy reasons, gither the Tiusband or his Taroily or Tiee Gonily. The group
that exchange macciage is one of the main canses for such divarces.

Review Nocuments:
Wonict are subjected to divocee caainst her wille and inreenal pacty ditferences impeet on che valnerabilicy of wamen ro divorce
sgainst her wall,

£ 1-1-2-9 The exient of wornen vidnerability ke iosolt and vidicule of wile io Tront ol others.,

Questionnalre amalysis:

The results, shuwed thal 72.1%. ol Temale participaits agme 1o the widespread of hurniliation. insull and degrade of wanan in
tronc of others. (<.27% of male participants pointed onc thar this practice Is present and widespread. While the differenca hetween
female and male participants thor this docs nor agree was agh, with 39.8% of men versus 20.5% of wonen.

Ff)(fl].’" SO0Us
The presenee of wife insult and ridicule of in front of others

Lileralure review:
Verbal violenee against women 15 widespread 1o the Palesrinian socicty, (Conununity voies, 20053

£-1-1-2-10 The extent ol wile vulnerability ke beirng silenced.

Questionnaire analysis:
The resuls showed that 7029 of Tomale pariaipanis alffrmed the exisience wd spread of these practices. S21% ol male
participants agreed 10 Uis, while 34.1% rule oul the occurrance of such praciices.

L'ocus groups:
Wurnen are vulnerable w being silenced

< 11211 1lhe extene of warmen vulocrability to irony and criticism <f appeatance and behavior,

Questionnaire ymalysis:
‘Ihe rosults showed that 71.5% of fomale partcipants conficrned the volnerability of women to ridicole by the hvsband and
erivieiam of her appearamee sl bohaviar, whike 22.8% ohjoctesd o <prend ol these violzions.

Founs groups:
Women ares villnerable (o irony and critici=m of appearznce sl behayior

£ 1-1-2-12 the extent o wiles vulnerability Lo control and prosecotion and the conteol o er circle of sequaintances

Questionuaire analysis:
The resulls showel That of Termmle participants agreed thal wornen solTer from meniloring prosecution cnd conlrol ¢l socal
network; while 28.4% did not agree of women on wemen's vulnerability to such pracrices.

Focus groups:
wite is vulnerzble o conuol and prosecution and the control of her circle of acquaintances
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£-1-1-2-13 the exient of wile vulnerability 1o beinyg wolaled lrom her Tamily.

Questionnaire analysis:
The: reawlis showed thar 99.2% of Temale participamis agreed 1o the exislenes of viakitions of the isolation from her family by the
wile (7, while e proporiion who are excluded Posts repeal exposice of the wile rein Tier Tamily by iseslate 137.5%).

Focus proups:
Wile is vuloerable lobeing olated [rorm Tier Tamily

4-1-1-3 Sucial network violence (friends, neighbors and tribe)

£ 1-1-3-1 The extent ¢ wornen vulnerability W paychological abuse (rerme neightors.

Questionniire analysis:
The resulls showed that 57.8% ol (enmle participants apreed al Palestinian wasmen subjected we peychadogical abuse due 1o
neiahbers intervenrions; while ¢29.5%) opposad wornen abuse or the hands of nciahbors.

Focus groups:
Women are suhjected o piychalogical abuse Itom neighbors.

7-1-1-3-2 The extent of women vulnerability 1o ubal prosaure (merriage - divores)
Questiommaire analysis:
The results showed that (59,4%) of female participatmg in the study confirmed that women are subjectad 1o the pressure of the

clan, such ua (rmaminge and divorce), while dicd nesl aeree (32.5%) of women 1o the Timited spread of these pressures.

Focos proups:
Wornen are subjected 1o significanl tribal pressire.

£-1-1-3-2 The exrent of women vuloerability to harassment and social curiogity from relatives and neighbors (inrefarence with
privacys,

Ouestionnyire gnalysis:

‘I'hc eosules showed that 39% of fomale paticipants expresscd the jprevalence of women's vuloerability to abuse tfiom relatives
and neighbors; while 20.4%. conlirmesl it women's volnerahility 1o gossip. 146.1% ol Termale pariicipants <id nol weree Lo The
spread of such practices and violations against Palestinian women.

Focus groups:
Wuinen are subjecied 1o herassiment and curiosily Soctal relatives and neighhiss.

4-1-1-4 Community Vialence

£-1-1-4-1 The axtent ol wortien vulnerability 1o rape

Questionnaire analysis:
The resulls shaowed thar 299% ol (2male participants conlinned thar Palestimoan women are being raped and 127% stroncly
coutirmed that. Oo the other hond, 44.5% of fomale participants ebjccted to the spread of women mape in Gaza strip.

Foens groups:
Women are volucrable ro rape in Gaza Suip.
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£-1-1-4-2 Thu extent of wormen valnerability o tape allempl

Questinmmaire analysis:

The: results shawed thut 33,3% af Temele parhcipants expressed the volnerabilivy of women 1o raps allempl in che community,
ind 14.2% stongly apreed w this vidnerability. While 40.9% ol [einale parhicipints ohjected ws the spread ol this vuloerabilily
[Focus groups:

Women are vigrims to attempred rape in the Garza Serip,

£ 1-1-4-3 The extent ¢ wornen vulnerability W sexwal hauassment.

Questionnaire analysis:

The resulis showed thal 4029 of Cemale participants ugreed thal wormen ore exposed W oallenipis of sexual hurassment, aud
24 3% ol lemale participants strongly apreed w the wide spread ol tis phenomena in the Palestinian society. On the other hand:
different the rest of the posts (26.77%) en o chis view, and expressed thaar linmiled prediferption of such violalions, With regard 1o
see men en the prevalence ol these praciices; was vver (46.1%:) of men ol consent, while ruling oul {4723 of men ond
oxistence af these violations.
I'ocus gronps:

Women are suhjectud 1o sexnal harassmend.

£-1-1-4-4 The axtent ¢l stersotyping ol women in the media as lemale.

Questionngire analysis:
The resuls showed thal 90% ol Temale participants mdicated thal there is stereaiy ping ol the imaae of womean in the medis.

Questionuaire analysis:
There is siznilicant sereotyping ol women image.

£ 1-1-4-5 1the eatent of mitation ol wamen's areas of wark.

Questionnaire analysis:
The results shaowed that 6953 ol Temale peelicipants expressed the prevailing soclal culuure. which limis arzas or women
work: while 25.2% of temale participants sec no difference in the nature and type of work women 22r in alestinian socicty,

Focns groups:
There ars stercatypes of women's work in speeitic arcas wicth a high deacee.

4-1-1-5 Coercion

/-1-1-5-1 I'he oxtene of women cocreiom to carly marbage,

Ouestionnyire gnalysis:

The eosules showed that 60 2% of female puticipants assured the widespecad of the phenomenon of wemen being foreed into
ently marige by the parents, which is a vialatian gminst women, while the remaming 28.8% disagmesd and reflerred 1o (he
limited size ol this phenomernon.

7-1-1-5-2 T'he oxleny ¢ women ¢osrean nog 1o marry,

Questionnaire analysiy;

‘The resules showed thar 57% of fomale paticipiants agreed thar theee is a patiern of women cogrcion Dot 1o mary, ar putting
conditions which may irnpeda the mamiage for givls, such uaz the availability of spect fe conditions in the Tulure speause, ot precd
1o take advanlage of the inceme of working wemen or their propey.

Focus pronps:
There is coercion ol” women not b marry in the Palestinian communily, in sone cuses; nheritines or segrecution between fhe
cltizen and refiges.




<41 15 2 1he extenr of womcn cocleion to do wark rhe docs nor respeer their dignicy,

Questivanaire amalysiy
The resnlts showed that 30.8% of female puticipants agree to the vuloerability of wamen coercion to engage In work thar does
o espect their dignity; while 52% abjected to thiz view.

Fuoens groups:
‘There is coorcion of women to cngage in work chat docs not respect their dignity, such as working as modid in the home, or in
agmiculiume,

<1 154 The exten of woacn coeccion an multiple marriaacs.

Questionnaire anmalysis:

The resules showed that 56.27% of female participants indicated parcatal invelvemont and cocres wainen to malry polycancus
marriages in case of spouse death or divoree, diiven by the coneepr of safeguarding: 33% of female participants excluded
parental involverient in RCing o wornuan ks inarry wgein.

Focus proups:
‘There 1 compulzion ¢n women muliple marriages hy che socicly wich somewhal high degree.

£-1-1-5-5 The 2xtent I wormen coercion e leave Irom home.

Questionnaire analysis:

The resulls showed that 679 (twes thirds of women] ol Temale paricipants agreed on the widespread violalion ol iwcing, a
watizan to leave ber home (expelled) in cases of death ar disagrecment with the husband;, while 36.5% of fcmale paticipants
expluined thal this behaviar 15 uncammen in the communty.

Focus groupes:
Women cagreed and Tateed 1o leave har home with high proponion,

4-1-1-6 Deprivalion

£1-1-6-1 the extent of wamen denial trom education.

Questionnaire analysis:

The resulls showed thal 41.5%. o Temale purticipants indicuted violatiens ol deprive wormen [toro educalion n cases of early
mareiage and poor coonowmic situation and peeference tor male educarion): while e largest proportdon of romale participants
exprasded approval and Tmiced of such vielzton: spreacl.

Focus proups:
There i ingreasing emphasis on cducation for fomales, however, the type of education or speviahization is wha, would be
deprived of their Ireedon of chaice.

<1162 1he extene of worcn demial trom bagic needs (food, drink and clothing?

Questionnyirg ymalysis:
The resvlts showed that 41.53% of fomale perticipants mantioncd that wamen ace subjeeted to depelvarion of basic nccds as a
fomm of ceonomie violenee againa wamen; while 80,79 disagreed,

Fiwns groups:
Denial of women's basic necds (ool and drink) 15 very wenk, whiks depriving them af clothing 15 very high as a resull of
worsening econonic cendilions.
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<1 1623 The extene of woutien dendal from acecss ta sources of nformation on available scrviees

Focuos groups:

- The results showed that S8.9% of [zmale participants mentioned that there s weakness in the inlormauion syslem. access Lo
informarion and ocesss o ourees; while 30.2% cxeluded this deprivacion,

- There ix o denial of wormen's, access Lo sources ol information iy up o 809%, due 10 a cormbination of pocsre information abonl
these services, aod does nol allow eedorn of movement G women, is consteained Ty o husband and Gamily, as well as o
shorten the institotions, anc weak netwarkina among theon,

£-1-1-6-4 The extent of woroen demal from linaneial resources.

Questiomnalre analysis:

The resnliz shawaerl that 65.3% of Temale partacipanis affirmad tha women gre i the commomily are deprived of Ginaneil
resoutces such as: Inberitance and access 10 jobs. also noted that there are practices thal depeive women of personal expense as a
kind of discipline and subjugation, While rche ost (24.3%)  objected o the  proliferation of such  vielotions,
Focuy groups:

Inheritance is the tingncial cesources maost denied for wamen, then eomes deprival teom wark and personal expense.

/-1-1-6-5 Thy exteni ¢of wornen denial (rm nccess w basic services.

Questionnalre analysis:
The reaulia showed that, 48,8% of Temale participans menfonad the demial of womien's acoess 1o busic services (health serviegs,
elucational and prychulogicaly as compared (o Nnancicl msoarces. While 44.1% excludeld e eaistence of such practices.

L'ocus gronups:
Group (el That wornen are denied access W hieallh servives and educalional services and operational resomces anld prychological
SCIVICTS.

/-1-1-6-6 The oxient ¢ women demiul (rsm perticipafion m union work
Questionnuire uualysis:

The study revealed that imore thar hal ol the woernen (82,792 have ngreed on thal there are cansiruints, obstaclas and Timitation
tor its role in political life or union. and i5 the pecfeet place o theat.

Focus groups:
Partcipausn of women i trade union action 15 Tunited as a resull of palriacchal Palestinian society. and 25 there 15 no
application of the laws as they are, and the knowledse base of women is limited,

£-1-1-6-7 The exleni ¢ wornen demal rom parlicpation in decision-making in the Tarmily and cormmunity

Questionnaire analysis:
The resulls showesl thal 62.99% of Temade purhicipants prevalence ol scaluble and demal of women's participalion in decision-
tnuking in the family and community, while vne third of the posts did nol aaree with this epinion.

Focus pronps:
There is deprivation of women Fom parlicipating in Jdecision-uaking in the funily and cismnunity.




£ 1 L G % rche extent of denial of divoreed women's cight to children custody,

Questionnaire analysis:
Indicared seven out of every ten women trom pacticipating in the study to the widespread cultire of denial and viclations of
wornen custody of their children after divoree os pundsluncnt,

Fens groups:
Women dre deprive women of their righe to custody of ehildren,

4-1-2 Dircet cauvses [or Wonien problems

Comelusioms al the dircet vauses of women problems
- There is a cullure ol male doroanalion in the Paleslinian sociely, which includes custorns and waditions ol seciety.
There is the fragility of civil society and its ability to represent women, as well as weak lobbyina campaigns and
H[I\IUUHCY WK WOMIET's 1531138,

4 1-2-1 tmpast ol raeli vecupation presence, viedent praciices and appressions against Pulestinian prople in general and
Palcstinian women in patcicolar.

Questionoaire analysis:
The results showed that 55% ol lemale participans aglead on the presence ol high negalive impact due 10 [Sraeli occupation.
viplenl practices and aggressiong agxinst (he Palestinian people in general and Palestinian women in particular.

Fims groups:
‘Ihe presence of the occvpation impacr had an extensive negative impact on the Palestinian people in goneral and womcn in
particular, in the ceanormice, prychologmeal, and soctal aspeels.

£-1-2-2 the dominance ot patriarchal culture over Malestinian society, including: saocial customs and craditions.

Questionnaire analysis:
The results showed thar 82.19% ol lemale pacticipants aereed that there 18 dominance of patriarchal cullure over Palestinian
socicty in all aspects of sociul. ceonomic snd pelitcnal; perpetuated by customs and traditions

Focus groups:
There i3 a culmure of male domination of the Palestinian socicty, and 3 practiccd by the women themeselves before men,

£ 1-2-3 the contral of secinl remls thel are biasel apminst wormen (ungust al gender ineguality) ar family Tevel, which @mve
preference 1O males over lemales. or in the workplace 11 the Jorm ol wages discrimination.

Questionnaire analysis:

The results showed That 75% ol Temale participants ageed w he absence ol social equity sl justice, and the presence of vender
Pased discrimination at all levels. whether in the family or tn che workplace, and stands behind it the dominant culture and
upplhicable laws and regulaions

Fiums groups:
There are social tremds biascd againgt wornen and av 4 high degree,

£ 1-2-4 (e poverly Tevel in the Pulestiniun sociely (9090,

Questionnaire analysis:
The results, showed that there is waniineus agregiment thal the level ol the poverty Tine in the Palestinian sociely o move [han

Q.

luterviews:
The level ol the poverty Line in the Malestinian coromunity o well over 80%.
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< | 2 5che availability of required matcrials and hizh prices

Questionnaire analysis:
The results showed thar $6.9% of female participants agreed that there is a sharrage ot basic marerials needed; with shacp clse in
prices,

Inlerviews:
‘There is to provide the materials necessury, but no rise in prices.

£-1-2-6 the exisience ol [eminist leaderships in decision-rnuking and stralegies planning posilions

Questomnaire analysis:
The resuls showed thel 55% of Temule partieipaniy that there s 0 presence of Temale leaders o posiions ol decision-making
and planning suateaies positions.

Focus pronps:
There is weakness in the presence ol woinen leaders in decision-making and planning strategies positions.

<41 2 7 the frapility of the civil socicty, its ability to represent women, and weakness of women's issues lobbying and advocacy
CHTTITI ST

Questlionnalre analysis:
The resulis slwwed that BRY: of Ternale paviicipantis supported the apinion which aiates that eivil sociely s fragile and the body
is wnable o mpresen| e wornen, and that there is weakoess i1 Jobbying caonpaizie agdinst wonnen's issues.

Focus groups:
The CSOs are fragile and weok in the represenfation of wemen, and this is dug 1o the paocity and poor networking ard
coordination between insritations.

/-1-2-8 the valnerability of the mudin 1o docoment and espose the erimes of pceupation againsl wormen amd the Tammly, properly
ard Tivelituowd s

Questionnaire analysis:
The resulis showesd That. 74.1%: of feniale participanls of Temmle pariicipans expressed e weakness of media w document and
cxpoac the crimes of occuparion against warcn and the fanily, proporty and livelibhoods.

Focus groups:
There is weaknes: in media documentation and exposures of 1the crimes of occupelion against wormenn.

4=1-3 Indirect Canses

Conclusions of the indircet causes
- There is a significaml impact 1o the stability of the polincal sioadon, che intemational dsolafon anl sicee agains
worren in the Gaza Surip.
Thare are substantial etfects dve to the Jack of a sound legal eavironmeant [0 serve Wonlen's 1ssnes.

/-1-3-1 theimpact of pohueal siluniion siabilicy in the region on women.

Questionnaire gnalysis:
‘I'he results revealed that (36.6% ) of fomals participanes had agrecd on the stability of the political situarion in the region would
have asignilicant impacl vn wonen in seciety.

I'ocus groups:
There 14 The impacet w The stability of the pelineal siloation inthe regien on warnen.




£-1-3-2 the impuct of Tnposed Tsraeli™ sege over Gaza Siip on wamen.

Questonnalre analysis:
The study shawed that most of waren sml hy (91.3%) aflirmued that the Tseaeh aege imiposed on Gaza Sirvip bl g considarahle
irnpact on wonien.

Literature Keview:
Indicuted thut there is signilicant impact ol the siepe on wonien in Uie Gaze. Strip.

< 1 % A che impact of Palcsrinian intcrnal situation instability on womeit,

Ouestionnaire analysis:
With rzaard to the internal Palestinian political simation; moest of che women participating in the study by (914) have apread on
ther inalahilicy of the imlernal Palesiimian pelitical sileation has an impact on women in Palestinian sociely

Fuoens grougs:
‘There is 4 signficant impact of the nseability of che intemnal Palestinion sitvation on women,

£-1-3-4 the impact ol imposed intemnational isolation on Gaza Sirip since the viclery of "TTanas” muovement i 2006 legislulive
clections.

QuesLivmnuire sl ysis:
The resultz indicated that (04.9%) ol lemcle participants aaceed that the embarae cod inlernational isolation have had their
gretest impact on warnen in Palestinian socicty,

Lnkcrviews:

No impact on women due to inrernational iselation impescd on the Giaza Strip sioee the vietory of “Hamas™ movement in the
election:s.

< 1 3 5rche umpact of the absence of a sound legal enviconment o Serye Womch's i35ues.

Questionnaire analysis:
The study showed that {78.3%) ol lfemale paticipants hid avreed on the absence ol a sound Tegal enviconment o serve wornen's
issucs. and nceacively éffocts women to a large cxecnt,

Foons groups:
‘Theee is a substancil effeet of the abscace of o sound legal covironment to SCIVe Wamen's i$s0cs,

/-1-3-6 the impact of the global financial erisis and the ceconcmic repercussions on wormnen.

Questionnaire analysis:
Kesponses of fomale participants centeeed on the impacr of ceenomic ¢risis, labor approval and conscnsus on the c¢onomic
repercissins o wornen and e feanly, the percentagre off wornen who posls ngree on this issue 486,29 ) of Participants.

[nlerviews:
There 14 & high impaet of the glabal fnancial ¢ms on women,

£ 1-3-T7 the immpact of bigh population increasss on women.

Questionnaire analysis:
Unaniinous views ol wiannen Lo high population goowth ave @ negative impacl gealy on wonen, where the percentage of
warnen who posts their agrecmenr with this view ¢85.0%) of the Participants,

Focus groups:
There is an eltect ol high population increase an women.
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4-1-4 Tmpact

Conclusions ol (e tmpact
‘Thece iz a distinction between males and females with a high degrec.
- Control moiules in the mage of women in the Palesinian media.
- There is o mearingul conwibutien oo civil =eciely, and less than [or o conmmily povernmentz bul nob enough 1o
SUPPOLIT WoLICHL
- Thers is the maremalization of women and poor vse of chem g g source of human in the process of pommynity
developrrenl.

< 4 1 rche cxtent of discrimination betweon juales and fomales.

Questionnaire analysis:
The result confinm the above since most female pacticipants assured that there is discrimination. which is located berween niales
wnd fermales inall areas, whore i came from che proportion of agreement an the existenes of (thig phenomenan (83,5%).

Fraems grops:
‘There is 4 distinetion boetwoon males and females with # high dearee,

£-1-4-2 ihe permitive irmmge ol wormen in the medis.

Questionnaire analysis:
The results shiowed that 55.5% ol lemule participont, apreed that there 15 g pesitive role ol e media in shaping the Tmage of
wornen in society, while the disagreeinent with tis view, the proportion (2977 ol Participants.

Focus pronps:
A pusilive unaee ol women I the media is weak.

£-1-4-4 the fmpact of wemen's problems on the peyeho-social storus

Questionngirg ansalysis:
Confirmed rthe vist majority of the weomen in the study (91.4%) on the offects of the probloms faced by women on cheir
peychological and sacial developroemt.

Focus groups:
The grouq siressed Thal there i an elTea. Tor che problems of women on their paychological social developmend,
) E

[nicrviews:
There is impaer of the problems of women on their psychalagical and secial status,

L 1-4-4 the irnpuct of wasmien’s probleros on e Tiealth situatiom.

Questionuaire analysis:
The resulls, showed That lemale participants assured the prevalence of women'’s prohlems on the Tisaldh status by (9299

Tnlerviews:
There is the impact of the problems of women o teir healih <lilus.

£ 1-4-5 the extent ol wonien rourginaization and paor-utilization as a hwnen resowrce in the comnmuanity developrozntal psrocess,

Questionnaire analysis:
Cemale participunty, were unanionous (hat thers s o marginalization ol the role of woren and poer-ulilization - 2 hwman
resouree in the conumunity developmental peoccss, with & cate (70.1%).

luterviews:
There is marginalization ol women aid poor-utilization as o bumun tesoucee in the community developmental process.
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£ 1-4-f the increasing ap between knowladae and application (or women.

Questionnaire analysis:
60%: ol Temale paricipania explained Thal here 35 1 gap belween knowledee and application

Focus gronups:
There 15 a gap betwern knowledge ancd applicaaon i wormen.

4-1-5 Gavernmental Tnstitates and Civil Snciety Organizations Respomse

£-1-5-1 e extent o which government institulions conteibutes o selving Qe problerms o woinen,

Questionnaire analvsis:

The results of the study showed ksw Tevel ol the contribuion o covernment i selving the problems faced by wennen Frenn the
vicwpoine of female pacticipants compared with €803, 49.77% of female paticipants acted rthat che role of povernment
inslitniens 8 safslaclory; while 40% expressad che weakness inothe coniribution by goyvernmen] instivulions in salving 1he
prolems Jaced by womnen.

Focus groups:
There i a stinple contribution of povernment insilniions w solve The problems ol wornen.

[nterviews:
There s a simple contribudon of goverumend insaniions (o solve the prohlems of women.

£ 1 3 2 che oxtent to which ¢ivil socicty organizations o ¢ontribute to solving the problems of wormen,

Fowns grinags:
Female participants exeessed cheic appreciation of C50s lovel of suppart and contribucion w solving the prablems faccd by
wormen. where almast lwo-thirds (61193 oxprosses| their support ansd appreciation of che role all These insAdon <

[Focns groups:
There 4 a signaficant coniribulion 1o eivil sociely orgamizations in solving the problems of wioemen,

Inlerviews:
‘There is @ contribution to the Wscitutions of civil socicty msolving the probloms of woemen,
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4-2: Predictivegoproach:
Multipleregressionanalysiswasappliedthrough theertry of indi catorscontainedinthe women questio nnaireasfollows:

The dependant indicator was: the ex tent to which civil sodety organizations were able to contributeto solvi ng

women 'spraol ems5-1 "

Theindependent indic atorsw erequestions:

1-1-1, 1-2-12-1-3,2-1-4,1-1-5,1-1-1 6, 1-2-1,1-2-2, 1-2-3,1-2-4,1-2-5,1-2 -6, 1-2-7,1-2-8, 1-29,1-- 210, 1-2-11,
1-2-12,1-2-13, 1-3-1, 1-3-2,1-3-3,1- 3-4,1-4 --1,1-4-2,1-4-3,1-4 5,1-51,1-52 1-53 1-5-4,1-5-5, 1-6-1, 1-6- 2,
1-6-3, 1-6-4,1-6-5,1-6-6, 1-6-7,1-6-8, 1 --2.2-2,2 3, 2-5,2- 7,2-8,3-1, 3-2,3-3,3-4,3-5,3-6,3-7, 4-1,4-2, 4-3,4- 4,
4-5,5 1(women Questionnar e, Annex number)

Multiple linear regression analysis addressad the fu | picture of women'sissues; whichincluded themain directand
indirectproblems, their causes andtheirimpact.

The @ rrdation coeffi cient (R2) was 92%, an d the p ercentag eof ar or for multiple linear regressio n model reach ed
0.2219.

Resut sof theandyd's included theprioriti zet ionof w omen's issuesand weig htsare:

o Hrstpriority: 1-2- 4thevulnerabi lity of w omento takeov er theh eritage and the weight of itsow nfunds (19.9%).
Secondpriority: 4-2 over the posi tiveimage of w omenin themediaweght (19.6 %).

Third priority: 3-3 theimp act of t heinstability of theinternal Pal estinian situationonwomenweight (17.9%).
Friorityfour: 1-3- 1 overthevulnerability of womentopsychological ab usefran neighborswe ght (15. 1%).
Friorityfive: 4-3theimpact of women'sp roblemsonthe psychol ogica social w eight (1 4. 1%).

Thesixth priority: 1-5-3 over the coercio n of womento workd oes not respect the dig nity of women by weg ht
12.1%).

0O 0O 0O 0o o

The totd weight of theprioritiesof the first six issuesof women98.7%, and this means theunm portan ceof aher issues.
Accordingly, should be afocuson thelegacy of women asa first priori ty forin-depth study, and buil ding @ mmurity-
based interv ention mechanisms.

Storiesof women:

46

Violence isw idespread and in all its forms and manifesationsin rural areas and civil socety, whicha dominant
culture toward swomen; a dl agecaegories, but most prevalent typ es of vio lence accordngto the focused worki ng
groups, is verbal and psychologicd abuse induding promise of insults, swearing, sarcesm, mockery and
marginalization. There are dso coerced tomarry mu ltipleti mes, and early marriage, andt he impo sition of spedf ic
disdf inesof study moduleon thefemale.

- Oneo f thewo menreferredto he hu sbandconstanti nsultby saying: "thelnsultl heariskidding".
-Andothersthatsad "Words wehear aread op in aseacof wh & wefaceeveryday.”

-Thethird: "If 1didnotforget thelaughter, Iw ould haveexploded.”

- Astwo university st udentsexplained (28 and 25 yearsol d), the r sufferi ng due to family shame/ridicule forn ot
beingm ariel atthisage assuffering indigenouswiththemotherand he wordsand then the nd ghbors. Although
they a e educated bu they ex pressad ther f ear tha they loss their ambiton (toget ridof humiliation, and live in
dignity) as aresult of desperation o surrounding community. Thoughthey wantto help b uild the commu nity, th ey
feared one day beingw eakened, andf orcedto marry someon etheyd onotli ke or someoneu neducated; justtogetrid
of hear ingther hetoric of thelatemarriage.

-Asfor polygamy; on ecasere ported that her husband married 9 oth er women, andd id nat spareherandher child en
livingexpenses. Hed solefth erewith his handicapped sister. Shedo esnothaveani dentity card and therei s no proof
of herpersordl ity, thus cannot seek assistanae fromany orgenizations.

Women also suffer from the multipl e mari ages (as a form of violence), espedially asit is against their will, as
indiat edbythe statementsd women in thefocusgro up:

- "Weareaga nstitbutour hands are tied bec ause wearewomen?' That is what one of the women onthe subject of
polygamytha women are pow erless

- Onewomansaid: "questiors (referri ng to questiom a@requestions) wastouchingthevery coreofw hat | au ffer from,
sincel wasmarrieda theageof 14, and divor cedagai nst my will (becausel part of e xchange marriage), thought Ilwas
happily married to my firsthusband. Laer married at theage (17 yearsold) | was remarried to aman who was
previo usly married, and now I'm atthe ageof (26) yearsand hasraised hisdaughter, but he ignores me, keep calli ng
thepro grams "Voiceof the Reopl €' and speak switht hegirls over themobile; althoughwel iveinpo vertyand need. "



Sheadds:"..If hitme itwould beeasi er thanwhatlex perience..". W henask ed: does heharm youdu ring intercours €?
Shetimidly becamesilent and shy andlowered her head. In another quedion: Doesheask youto do thingsduing
interco ursethat youdo not gpprove?Sherepied:".Heasks, butl do notconsent.”

Femde and male grau ps confirmedthat thewifeisv ulnera le to sup pressio nandisolation: There are wivesthatg et
suppressed by her g0 use, and prevented from going out to share the work of the civil institutions, except if it is
justifiedthatit wasgoi ngtobring afoo d-stamp.

- Inthe story of schoo| teacher wife heforced his wife to refrain from vi siting her famil y for 15 years, giventhe
problemsamongthem were " They a ebasially hisuncle'shome."

- Onep aticipant spok e ébout hersdf : "My husband isolated mefa 9 monthsfrom my family. Iwas pregnant att he
time,and thei mpactof sepaationwas negai veonthehedth of meand the baby. A sareall t the baby remainedto be
almost hdf kil ogrami nweight, becauseof my continuousthi nkingo f my family; not seeing any ore of myf amilyand
getting strandedat home."

The mgority of groyp sunani mousag reed on women depriv ationof their in heritan ce, and thereis no gpplication of
Islamic that g veswomentheir rights toinheritance The denial stemsfrom malesbullying of females, and outdat ed
traditions and concepts. Wamen are deprived from marriag e due to inheri tance; also women are killedi n order to
seizetheirinheritance.

- Onewoman confessed tha she was forced to reling uish her shareof thein heritanc eto her brother, sothat she keep
brotherly rdation, as shecdl ed it, "My broth er isbetter to me than money " However, she said: " | am not sati i ed
internally; my children and I needthe money, but customsand traditi onsarethus."”

- Onec asesad tha her husban dhastake her i nheritan ceforcefully,andjudi fied itto her that hewantedtoenter irto a
project . Thepr gject fail ed, an d now she suffersfrustr ationandloss This has had an egative impact on her healthand
psychologicd status because shelcst alargesumof moneythat shec onsider alifesaving.

- Onewomanrecourtedwhat happenedto her, saying: "Weare4brot hersand 4sigers, theo Ider brother sd d oneacre
of our propety (20 acres) todistribut eits price ove t he sigers, andt he res of the2 O acreswasfar himand our other
brothers. Ther earedtil | finarcid issuespend ng withouthim admittin ggave usmare thanhi m.”

Therei sdiscri minatio n between mae and femaleby the family andsodety, whichw asrea gnized by many menand
women.

There isafanatic view regarding the concepts of ho nor, the word " honor" means” girl”, meaning "virginity" inthe
eyesof women and menin society. Th e mistake cam ot befor givenevenbym arriage, but thependtyisenforced anly
onfemdesard not males.

- Onew omansad: "Th ereare somepeopl etry to cover theaubjectby marrying off th eir daug hters.”

Theother said : "Even if mari ed, family kill her." A third added: " She deser vesit; any femalelenient with her honor
deservesto be killed." Whentheresearcher asked her : Areyo uinfav or of themurder of the girl against the backdrop
of honor? She replied: "Yes" Resear cher then asked her gain: evenif she got married? She replied: "Even if she
remaries, ths is hanor." This gives us the meani ngs of the concept & honor among women, and that isthe
mairte nanceo f chagit y of women; an dthere isno td k ébout amanw hothep erpetrator; asnotcover ed by th e conce pt
of hanor.

Women were affected by the siege of the Gaza Strip, and increased the incidence of poverty, poa economic
conditi onsand hedth, and their ahility to integratei nto society, wh ere Pa ten lodk ing for better ways o living for
themselvesand their families.

There is weakness of certain ingitutions and gov ernment departments, and there are serious attempts in the
institutionsd dvil society; but not sufficient, and many dv il society organizations areimp lemert ing proj ectsonl y;
withaut regard for sustainabil ity, and thecum ulaive efectonthetarget groupsand intheabsence, of many of them,
trangparency andcred ibility.

Wome n suffer fromh ealth problems isthemost: poo r nutriti on, and anemia.Aswed | asthe inciden ceof & ortionand
fetal def ormity, andw omenh ave been psychologicd ly with the continuedhighrae of sod d presures and thesiege
and the war gt uationand beyo nd. - T hereisa consensus that theissu e of depriving women of cugdo dy isthe issue of
widespread:onewoman said "Becau seof sonswomen acce pt humi liationand inault." Anothersaid: " curse sonsth &
humili atewomen, what they dotous.” Onew omansaid ado ry about afemalecolleague: "A fter the divorcefromh er
husband, shep ut herso ninan orphanagefeari ngtha her husband wo uldtake himfromthem.”
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Therei sanurgentneedfor women and menalikefor psychol ogical relief, as aresut of sodal, politi cal and economic
presaures, many women took refuge to meetingsin mosques. Psychologi cal treatment becameaccepteb le by t he
community &terthew ar asidentified by thegroups.

The working g roups confirmed that the image of womenis stereotypes in the media and theimability of feminist
organizatiors to offer an dternative or an appropriate @ ntribution to improve this picture - Saysone of the
partid pantsin afocused action: "the community put the womanin sterectype molds; Examples incluce: clothing,
women mustbeinacertainimage, and act ac ertainway, and they ar e evendegrade theimageinth emedia; accus ng
her of being tal kative emptyand lodk ingforp roblems. Femi nist organizatio nsneed to do ruegender awareness.”



Recommendations and |essons lear ned
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5- Recommendations and Lessons learned

Conclusions

Recommendations

Pulestinian wonien are subjected w e deawth. injury and
disability and displacement due 1o lsraeli stracks is too large.

Need [or medin docunneniation of violalions against wornen
hy the Istaeli accupatien, and the provision accurite dara and
stactistics abour the size and diversiry of the violations,

Tarach atiacka sifect the privacy of wornen significanlly

Neud 15 disclose the snffering of Palestinian women amsl show
the magnitude of the amealy experienced y wormen under The
oceupatian.

‘I'he ability of women with specicl needs to adapr is not mors
than 10¢%, Adupration is very ditficult dos o che sicge, and
the shfficulry of alimining supplemenary deviees.

Neod e highlizt the special case of women wich special
needs, with emphasis on rights guaranteed by intermational
convenlions; ard nlensily wark in the conteal of inlernatienal
resolutions o weman Inarmed conllicls.

Waomen are aubjeeted to sexnal violenoe by 704%, bat the
recognition is onc of the raboos of cocicty.

Neiodl for awareness programs o crase the cultuce of vielense,
cocrcion and deprivition; for women jud maen alike and to
lind appropriate mechanismes w reach ou lo arginalized
AreEs.

Necedl for explaratocy and doscriptive rescarches on the
phanomena of violene: amins women. Parbcnlarly <exual
vialence hy several parties in the communily that are
suppased o e a source al protecticn. Also the activatian al
WoIcn's Iorums to discuss the issuc and to provide suppout
vietims of soxual viplenee,

Thera s large proporiion of vialation and deny of wornen
rights to inheritance ar theic own Tunds. Waomen ace gven
killed in order to seize their inhericance

Neod Lo awarencss snd educational  imerventions with
wastnen Lo empower Oiein ol their rights: especially with
reeards ro mheritance, and the provision of legal sceviee ro
fucilitare women's wteaiinene of legal adviee and ather forms
of dnlerventiom. Thus 11 35 importame <o awareness und
education. campaians lor women cod men alike, in their
rights. and cxplain the proccdures that conld be taken for
wismen 1o ablain thear righis.

Waomen ane killl on the “homor killimge”, and sulTer sesnal
Tarassnienl, threats of violence, uod abuse

Urgent newedd Tor median atul awarenuss campeaigms recarding
the issue of vielence agadnst wornei. Aml the need 1o niahe
mecn and young peopls aware of the concept of violenes,
notions of honor, and the crimes commirted in che name of
honer, taking mio nceoumi Lhat they should both Temale and
male youth.




Women are suly ceed to psychnlogical abuse from neighbors
und e ridicule aod verliudly abusive Tanguaee [roo bushund or
family members amd social harnssmaent and curinsity hy
relarives and neiahbars. (Lirerterence with privacy).

There is coercivn of winen 1 the work thal does not respec
her dignity,

Wonmnen are Jeprived of their right 1o custody af childien

Lrgent necd for interventions s foemsed payehosoeial
ntervention with women and men. I wrder 1w help diem
exprast ther views, amd dischargs the prossires that they faee
becanse ot the siege and the deterioraring sitaation in the Gaza
Simip.

Nead to supper women and promore their self contidence o
lace any sucial challenges, and enable thern o defend
rhemgclves and express their feacs and their needs,

Newd L aclivale the networking and cooperaion between
(8O3 W order to create job opportonitics ior yonth, womicn
wal nien, and create training and rehebililaion, scconling 1o
rheir comperence and poatencdal, aned prepare them for the lahor
markel and s requiremnls.

Newed W

especindly in the ares of small cnterprises. o cnable women Lo

provide  eniployreenl  oppselucities  [or womer;
prepace 1heir own businesses, thus wol be cocreed W 1ake Tobs

thed violutes their dignily. as a resull of the econemic situaticn,

Nead [or awareness campaizus ol woman's ciahl for custexly of
her children 1o bwh men amd women.

Nocl ty soek legal authortics to enforee liws of children

custody undi] the age ol 1§ years.

Weomen ar¢ deprived from participating in decision making in
the Laraily wnd coroounily

There i= u cullure of male dommalion in tke Palesiimian sociely.
which meludes customs amd traditions of socicry

Necd to arzanize media compaiens, for wamen ond men. that
uddress the delinition af vielence and ils Toros. irmpurtance of
veamen reapect and sell-cweem, simess thal women constilne
helf of socicty, aud cheir need for family &ad commuaity
sLppLrl.

The impeumee of supporimg waomen v recognitan ol 1heir
rights cad oppormnitics o paticipate at the coqumaity level,
wid  rebabilitatison OQoouzh inenstve Teacership preparalion
rRiining programs as women leaders o enahble them to
fawnily  amd

perlicipate  in the  decision-niking o the

cornTnynicy.

Need 1o involve men in tll awareness and educanon progranes
aul campriens on wome's issucy, as it is not the issuc of
wamen alene. bor cather a commmnity issue

There is the tragiliry of civil socicty ame its ability 1o represcir
worner. s well ax weak Tobbying campaigns and advecucy w
wonien's jusiies.

Neod w activare the leadorship rele of C50s in adoption of
veonien's issues. Throaeh mwuinstreaning ol s Tobhying and
advocacy capacilics in eampaigns, amd wiilize ice mesans and 11s
potantial 1o pramate womae's issues.

Women 5Affairs Center - Gaa
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There is n signifigany impuael o the slability of the political
situation, the international Isolation and sieas apainst
wasrtien 0 the Gaza Srip.

Need W purlicipate/contnibule 1o yll special ovenly aiming
at the alleviation of the sizge. Need to execute initiatives
thit denounce Tarneli successive agoressions aml siepe
against the wornen ind men in the Guza SuAp. expose the
violations ot their human righes, and document violations
ol imemational conventions  including "CEDAW" and
averlooking the protection of wormen al the me of wars

and crisca

‘Lhere are substantiz] effects due 1o the lack of a sound legal

enviromnen 1K Serve wnrmen's issues

Need for networking hetween women's and human rights
arganizations 1o zdvecnie Tor the pravisian ol a soud Teuul

CUVITOIIICIE 10 SCIVE WOMICTL'S [sSlCS,

There is high deogree diserimination between males and

lemales

Stereotype o the mwge of wemen 1o the Palestnian moedia

Thyre is o mieaningol cantrihuliom (rome civil society, and
less thon for  community government; but not cooush to
Fupo wonen

There is the marginalization of women daod poor use of them
as a source of human in the process of community

develuprient

Neail for awareness inrervention to coucare young couples
aml newly formesd lamilies on the issues of sourm wpraising
ol children und discriminatien belwoen male wnd [emale.
womceh's cquality. issnes related sound intcraction between
wile and hushand, and awareness ol Ihe concept and Lypes

al violence and s effects on fannly integrily and statilily.

Need for fenmnist orgunizations o wntensify offort turzcting
impraoving the image of women in the media, and the
creation ol indlependent wediaz onflels ws break tirough e

mypdsse and overrome media polarizaion.

Need o update studies an the conient al” whal is published
m e Palestimign mediy, and the imponsnce of developing
media strategic plan alming at improving the jmage of

Palestinian women in the media.

hnprovemnent needs Tor C8Os in thenr cument course off
work throogh continuoas evaluacion, and sain confidence
ol lrgel groups s a necessily. Improvemen!  needs
recarcding CSOs suppar! al women.

Nead [or rescarches tha promote gender equality. provide
updaced information &hout the reality of women and men,
uncover Llie real problems experienced 1sy wonen, and
facalitaty the polential for interyention by concerned
authoritics.

Need 1o 1ake advantage ol women's experiences and
knowlgdzs; because they are the real source n Lhe prooe sy
of community developmenr. for chis; have to rase the level
of self-esteem and battle against marginalized.



5-1Reconmend ations

1.Need for awareness and educatina inter venti ons with women to em ppwer them of their rights; espedally withregards to
i nheritarce, and theprovisionof legal seviceto fadlitatewonmen'sattainmentof legal adviceand dher formsof interv ertion.
Thus it 5 importart to do awareness and education, canpaigns for womenand men dike, in ther rights, and explain the
pracedures tha could b etakenfor womentoobtain ther rights.

2 .Urgentneedfor irterventi ors andfocused pgchosocialinterventian withw omen and men. Inorderto hdp than expresstheir
views, anddischargethe pessures thatthey facebecause ofthe ege and thed eteiorating stuationi ntheG aa Stiip.

3.Need to organi zemedia canpai grs, forwomen and m e, tha address the definitian of violence and itsforms im prtance of
women resp ed and self-esteem, stress that women constitute half of socigy, and thdr nead forfamily and community sugport.
T heimportance of suppartingwomen inrecognitionof their rights and opportunitiesto paticipate & the communitylevel and
rehebilitaionthrough intensive | eader ship prepar ation trainingprogamsas wan enleadesto enablethemto participate in the
dedsion-making inthe famil y and can munity.

4 Needtoactivate the neworking and coger ation beweenC SOs; inorderto crete jobopporturitiesfor yaith, womenandmen,
andcr eatetraining and rehabilitation, acoording to their canpeenceand potential, and prepare hiem for thelabor maket and i ts
requirements.Alsoneedto provideemploymert opportuniti esfor women; especiallyin theareaof small enterprises.To enable
women b prepare thei r own busi nesses; thus not be co erced totakejobsthat viol ates their dignity, ssa result of theeconomic
situati on

5.Need for feministorganizations tointensi fy &forttargeing improving the image of w omen n themedia, andthe aeation of
i ndependent mediaoutlésto breakthrough the impasseand over come mediapol arizatian. Al need to upd ae studes onthe
contentd whais pulished inthe Pdestinian media and e importance d devdopirng meda stiategic planaiming aimproving
theim ageof Pdestinanwomenin them eda.

6.Need for awareness progr avs to aase the cutured vidence coercionand deprivaion;for womenandmen dike and tofind
appropriate mechanismstor eech outto magindizedareas

7 Need for awareness irterverntionto educateyoung cowplesand newlyformed familieson the issies of sound ugaising of
children and dscrimination betw een mde and female, women's equality, i ssites rdated sound inteaction beweenwifeand
hudand,andavarenessd theconcept andty pesof violence andits eff ectson family integrity andstability.

8.Need D patici pae/ contribue toall specid everts aiming at the dleviatian of the siege. Needto executeinitiativesthat
denouncelsradi successve agyressons and sege ajaing thewoman and menin the G aza Strip, expose the violations of their
human rights, and document violations of international conventiors induding "CEDAW' and ovelooking the pratection of
womena thetimedf w arsand aises

9.Improvemern neals for CSGCs i ntheircurrent couse of work through continuousev aluation, andgain confidence of target
graipsisanecasssity Improv ement reedsregardng CSOssuppatofwomen.

10.Needfor researches that promotegender equal ity provide updated information alout ther edity of w omen ard men, un®ver
thereal problems experienced by w anen,and fecil itate t hepotertial for i nterv ention by concer nedauthorities.

11.Needfor mediadocumentaionof vidations aganst women by the Isaeli occupati on andthe provison acurae dataand
stati sti csaboutthesze addiversi tyof thevioldions

12.Needto dizloseth e aiff erng of Pal eginianwomen and show them agnitudeof the tr agedy exp eriencedby womenunde the
ocaupation.

13. Needto highlight the special case & wamen with specid needs, with emphasis on rights guaranteed by inernational
conventions; and intensify work in the contex t of international resol uionsa womeninarmed corfli cts

14.Needfor exploraory and descriptiv eresear hesm thephenanenaof violen@ against women Pariculaly sexual viol enceby
sewral partiesin thecommunity thd ar e uippcsed tobe asource of protedion. Also he activation ofwomen's forum sto discuss
theissueand toprovide supp ortvictims ofsex ud violence.

15.Ur gent need formedia andaw arenesscampai g nsregadi ngthe isue o violenceagainst w omen.And the need tomakemen
andyourg pemle awar eof theconaept of violence, roti ors of tonor,and he crimescommittedin thenameof honor, takinginto
acountthat they should oth femaleand male youth.

16.Needto suppo rtwo men andpronotetheir sdf- canfi dence tofaceany social dallenges,and enablethemtod efend themsdv es
andex press ther feas andtheirneeds.

17.Needforawvarenesscampagns cn wamen'srig htfor custody of her chidrento bah men andwonen. Also need toseeklegal
authoritiesto enforce lawsof children custody unti | the ageof 18years

18.Needto involvemenin al aw aenes andeducati onprogamsand @ampagns a1 wanen'sissies, asit isnot the issue of
womenédon e butraheracommunity i ssue

19.Needto adiv ate theleadashiprole of CSOs inadogionof wanen's issues. Throuch manstreaming of its lolbying and
advocacycapecitiesin canpaigns, and utilizeitsmeans andit sptential topromde wanen’si Ssues.

20. Need for netwarking between women's and humanrights organizaionsto advocae for the provison o a soundlegal
environment toserve w omen'sissu es

21.Needto take advan tage of women's exper iencesand know ledge; lecausethey arethe real source inthe procesof com munity

Women 5Affairs Center - Gaa
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development,for this; havetoraisethelevd of «lf-eseemand kattleagaing marginalized.

5-2L essons Learnel
- There isan uigent reed o li sten to women andgiv ing themtheop portunity to expr es their prodemsand needs,and not to
rushto tdk about tteir cases withou refeenceto them ffom ime to time, andtakeintoaccouwnt the sodal and political
variabl esand al thed rcunst ances of wo men inthe Gaza Strip andi tsimp ad on women
- Thened to involve men in women's issiesand poblens, tora seaw arenessof men ard wanen on community isues
because (ften) theyare the dedsionmakes intheirfamilies and ther work postions T heref ore it isimportantto inwolve
themin work stops, frai nirg, researchand gudiesonwomen
- Ne=d tofocws on psychosodal support and guidance in themettods d children upraising, especid ly newly maried
couples; throudh specialized trani ngandwor kshopsin cloepraximity to their han es (as they requested).
- The neal torehakilitateandtrainfieldworkers/resear chers on sdentific research tools(according to coompeenceand
expaien®) and giving gecific group exercises. Fa example some of hemdevebp skills indataentry andstatigical
analysi s,to intensifytheir abilitiesinthe management of working graup sessiors focwsed and dump recordings, interviews
maregement and discharge acoording to reseach needs,and enablethemto continue inreseach work and to facilitate
nominations for othe institutions.
- Trere ae |l esonsto be learned fromthereseach team regarding theimportance of usi ngmultiple research methods and
attaninginformation from several urces to answe a single question toassure objectiviy, transparency and aediklity.
Triangulaionisan inmportant tool tha needsto ke usedin al researchesandstudies.

6-Organizational Arr angementsRequir ed toV isuali zetheRecomm endations

6-1Wonmen'sinstitions
- Thereisan ugentneedto invest inbroadcasted andprinted medi aand tdevison toimprove the image of women, reduce
the exploitationof womenas oljectsor vidim sanly, through thecreation ofindependent women'sm edaout et s. Sncethere
isnom edaplatformto addressfemirist issiesinunified manor.
- Need tointensif y mediaand alvocacy campagns tochange the rigid community concepts regadinghonor, andviolence
against women, by tageting a vari ety of categories, men andyoung gitsandwomen.
- The neaessity of ndw orking and coop erationfor the berefit of oppressedw omen throughjoint pr ogramsthat can seve a
broal s pectrumof womenin allgovenorates ofthe Gaza Strip.

6-2Lawenf orcementingitutions:
- Cary ou extensivecanmpai gnsto informwomen ard men of their rights,espedd lythe rights of i nheritarce, ard provide
goodexanmplesof redressfor wan enand gave them tteir richts.
-Awareness and educat i onof |awy ersab out theimp otanceof defini ngpr operty rightsof w omenand men.
- Theneedto document allthe Isradiviol ai on s againg thePal estini anpeope, womenand men, throughconinuousv ersons
inArabic,English, axdtheorganization of Araband inter nati o nalcampai gnsto deect dl of thesemntinuingviolations.
- Stimulatei ntenational umanri ghtsnetworksto cantribute tothe monitaring of thelsradi vidatiors against womenand
children,in cortraventi onof allintemationd agreements and UN resdutians, pati cdar ly thoserel ating toarm ed corflicts
andtheresol utionsdof the protedion d women.
6-3Pal edinianL egidativeCouncil:
- The ned to"family lav" inthe hierachy of priorities; to protect thefamily ard praect women and girls, and the
devdopnent of appopriae penalties for pempetrators d violatiors aganst women, ad consistent with inernatonal
agreemertsonhumanrighs.
- The estébli srmentof urits tomakecomplaints, i n ollaloration with theCeners fa human rights, on behalf of battered
women, and provi dethe necessa'y pratection tovictimsofviol erce.

6-4lntematianal donors
- Sipporting the center sand irstitutionsworking onthe preparationof studiesand researd onthe besis of gender, which
provideaccurde andcu rrent daiaon wo man's issiesand neds.
- Wak toencouragesenia posdtionsin thePal esti nian Natonal Authori ty to amend and changethe lavs onwomen;inline
withthe iritof theConvention"C EDAW" andtheinter naion d covenantson humanrights
- Supportprogamsthat form asup port formarginalizedw anenand mak ethem awaredf their ri ghts.
- Supportandrehabilitation service prov i ders such aspeoplew orking and pg/chdogistswhoded withvictimsof violence.
- Suppo rtfor poor womenin theGazaStrip, thraugh economic emp ower ment to be ableto mak eimprovements and changes
totreroleof genderintheir famliesand thaér damestic suroundngs.
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ALICsEs

Annoex #1: List of CSOs that assisted in the filling of the Questionnaire

# Organization Namw Governorat
1. Jabylia Trends Soviely Nurthern Governorale
2 Saving and Lending Society Narthern Governorate
3. Maniily Development. Sociely Northern Gavernoraie
1. Women Action Cenler Northem CGovernorale
5. Zakher Society for Development Gaza Governorare
f. Fl-Wedad Community Sacigty Ciaza Governoralge
7. Al-Mushaal Siicly Tuz Governorale
. Al-Intemaz Al-osary Society (aza (lovernorare
9. Palestine Tomomow Socicly Gazn Govemorle
10. Women Health Center Bouraig Middle Govetmorate
11. Wamen Programs Middle Goavernaorate
12, Al-Mijd Women Soxily Middle Governorale
14 Al-Ghad Al-Maoshirig Society Khan Younis Giovernorate
1. Al-Sulur wl-CGharby Sociely Khian Younis Governorale
15. Saving and Lending Socicty Khan Younis Govemordte
16. Rural women development Sociely Ralah Governorade
17, Womnen Acetion Conler Rulah Governorat:

Annex # 23 the CSOs that Assisted in Lhe Tolding of the Fovus Gronps
# Orzanization Name Governorate
1 Wounan Center for Rescarch and Developmenr | Gaza Governorate
2 Meadia men and wornen in Support of Womien Guza Governorate
isstes [orurm

3 Lasl Gaza Socicly Gz Governorule
4 Maoltaga El annaty Al Ganoup Rafah Governorate
5 Female University Craduates Society Craza Giovernorate
6 Deinocracy and Canllict Resolution Cenier Craza Gaverigrale




Annex # 3: List of Feld Workers that worked on the Wonen Priovity Needs Assessment
Research hy Work division

Researcher Fieldwork
1 Azza Rizk Guaza Groops
2 Hunin Rizk Ciazy Groups
K Yousr Al-Afrush North Groups
4 Shereen Awad Mawasy Groups
5 Nilly Al-Mawry Lilgralure Review and wollection
fa Wenum Tuduh Rulul Granps
7 Noha Torerad Midille Areas g
b Nesreen lislim Middle argas Gironps
Annex # 4: List of Key Fignreheads that were infrervicwed
\Nsame Prolessional "Tille
1 Kurim Nuzhwzn Luwyer amd Communily ae1ivist
2 ‘Taysear Mohisen Development Expert
3 Khaled Zuid Dircotor of Comumunily Center [or Handicapped
Rehahilitation
4 Jumal Bakicr Fucrory Owner
K Majed Rujab Dirgeter ol Islarnig Runk
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Annex # 5: The Names of Participants / s in Foews Group
Date: 15/6/2008 Day: Monday

The name of the host instituiion; Associaon of nmversily studuales

Targel proup: women leaders amd representatives of arganizations of the (eminast

# Namy Posilion Organizalion Name
1. Dr. Mariam Abu Daka Board Chairman Feminist Die velopmental Studics
Orranizalion
2. Mrs. Amal Abu Bisha Gender and
Developuizni
Specialisl
3. ling. [[eba Abu Kmiel Ixeculive Manager Palestinian Refupgees Counsel
4. Mrs. Fathia El-Nawas Soacial Worker Woamen Health Center Jabalia
a. Mrs. Arnal Awad Agcounlynt Zikher Society
f. Mr. Tarek |lelis Voluntesr Zakher Sociely
7. Mrs. Samah El-Khozondar Scerctary Mashacl Socicry
2, Mrs, Hayvla Shohavber Eaccutive Munoger Female Universily Graduoates
Socicty
o, Mes. Khelam Mokbaimer Seereliry Wornen Inlormation and Media
Center
10. Mrs. Kerem Elion Frojects Coordinater | Al-Nuagdah Socicty
11. Mrs. Nahila [E-Nautar Puhlic RelaLions Al-Napdab Society
12. Mes. Sitiah Othiman Director Al-Ataz Feminist Sociery
13. Mrs. Axmaa Jarour Ficld Coordinacor Waornen Studicy Socicty
11. Mis, Tleha Gawalh Fooanormiy Ul Wornen gndd Sociely Tarkeen
Coordinacor Center
15, Mrs, Busmia Younis Psvehol o Wormen Health Cenler-Allhakuls
Wa Al Fekr Al Hor Secicty
1n, Mes. Nawil Al-ghousicn Lxccutive Munuger Al-Majd Sociely




Anngx # 6: The names of participants /5 in Focus Groop
Date: 16/6/2009 Day: Tuesday
‘I'he name of the host institution: Association for the development of the ast of Gaza tamily
Target gronp: the private scetor and civil socicty

% Namic Position Organization Name
L. Mrs, Sormul Suk-Allub Adomimsirative Head | Programs Cenler
2 Mus. Shelin [lasan Oryanizalion Rural Tarmers Development
Chaarwoman Soeiely
3. Murs. Samrea Abi Shalon( Organizalion Wonmen Camnmuliess Unian
Coordinator
1, Mr, Alay Abu Dl Ormamzalion Al-Tntitnaa Al-Orsary
Manager
s, Mr, Hoisam Yuscen Fuclory Manuger Clothes Tuclory
& Mrs. Hanaa Abu Amer Orpanization Lasu Gaza For Family
Chalrw omun Development
7. Mri. Nozha Abu Khousa Organization Mather Sociely
Chairw omun
8. Mr. Sulzem Quzaal. Caeculive Marmugr Al-Taleeh Sociely Tor Women
Empowermemt
9, Mr, Rumad Al-Jouja Oranizalion Sucial Developmeul Sucivly
Manager
10, Mr, Ahdcl-Rubiman To1- Oramzalion Tlepuly Tabor Tront
Machoun Managcr
L1 Mr. LElian Wady Lxcowive Manuger Ajiul Socicty lor Development
and Creativey
12, Mr. Mohamed Nusar Excouive Manuger Taivs Graduales Socicly
15 Mus. Tl T1-Klieszcomlar Ormanizalion Taica Giraduates Suciely
Chairwoman
1<, Mr, Cisy F1-Thhdouh Chairnian of Zaylvon | Tslah Comniitlees
Destrice
15, Mr, Ziudd Hegy Merghan| Talah Comrmilees
1€ Mr. Azaam Dalool Cenoer Manager 1allal Center for photopraphy
und Media
17. Mr. Maohamed Abu 'T'ouha Exhibition Manaper I1vfa Soclery
18. Mrs. Awatef Abu Touha Chairwoman of the Hyfa Society

I3oarcl
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Annex # 7: The numes ol the parlicipants in Focus Group
Date: TS/6/200W Day: Thursday
The ninne ol the hast istitotian: Media Forwm 16 sup ol winneu™ issues:
Tarpet proup: media men and women in the media

# Namg Pusilion Orgynizalion Namg

L Mr. Rajab Abu Soria Writer Palestinian Writcrs Nerwork

2 M, Tughreed Blichu Mediu Correspondent M:uan Ageney

3 Mr. Mahmoud Abu Warika Mirss Medin Ministry of Culure

4 Mr. Abdulla Meghdad Media Correspondent Voice of Al Quds

b} Min. Falasieen Ahdel Journalisl Tulech News Voo

Kareem

o M. Rugha Turhut Journglisi Pulesting Teminist Maediuy
Company

7 M, Majilah El-Belbexy Journalisi Al-Quds Newspuper

A Mis. Nesur Bil-Hlowca Bl Journalisy Al -Resalah Newspajrer

Y MR AhdelNazer Abu-Cun Journalisc Al-{cds Radin

10 M. Mobumed Krezim Joumnalist Media Forum for Women
Iasues Support




Anmex # 8: T'he names of the participants / s in liocas Group

Date: 16/6/2009 Day: Tuesday
The name of the hosc institucion: the Center for Demaocracy and Confliet Resolution
Tarwel wroup: aclivists ngsembled o wornen's 1ssues ud momler

# \ELTS Pusilion Organizption Namy
L Mrs, Hoanan Siwn Gz CHlice Palestnian Working Woman
Coordinator Society
2 Mrs. Majdah El-Belbisy Tournalist Al-Quds Newspuper
3 Mrs, Suwzan Ahn Timeed Talncataor Al-Mnujd Sacicly
4 Mrs. Farzn El-Bayoumy Prajeet Coordinator Women Affairs Team
a Mrs. Khildiah El Looh Consultation Unit Women and Socicty
and Feminist Club Empowerment Center
Coordinulor
{ Mrs. Hanaa 1il-14ara IZepucy Chairman Women Strugale Commirtees,
Uiion
7 Mri. Shereen Khalyl(a Journalist Mayar Ior Media procuction
A Mrs. Mervat Abu lameeh Journalist Southera Journalists Formim
9 Mr. Islam Ll-Asl Jourmalisg Al-TLavar Al-Taditluh Newspaper
L0 Mrs. Jawahur Burakal Soeial Worker GCMHF
1 Mr. Tiaker Tl-Tovokmian Advixale Palesiinian Center (ar
Dremocracy and Conflict
Resolurion
12 Mr. ‘Llareq Helis Vaolunteer Zakher Sovicty
13 Mry, Tinun El-Alawy Accountant ung Zakher Socicly
activist
L/ Mr, Lyvad Hogicer Pulestimian Cenler for

Lemocracy and Conflict
Resolution
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Anncx # 9: The names of participants / s in liocus Groap

Date: 17 /6 / 2009 Today: Wednesday
The name of the host imgitotion; women in the media Forum South

‘larget group: specialists in the ficld of mental bealth

# N Posilion Orcganization Name
1 Mrs. Abeer El Qodwah Social Worker Eid El Agha Busic Schoo]
2 Mry. Rehal F1-Masry Puychologist Ruri Sila Primary School
3 Mrs. Mona Wily Social Worker
4 Mrs. Jakloen Shaheen Social Worker Turuk Ten Ziad Schadl
4 Mrs. Nedaa AL Astal Social Warker AL Shahced Abu Hemwecd
Basic Mix School
4] Mrs. Sabreen Abhu Hagsoun Soxial Worker UNRWA-Raiah Services
Ol
7 M. Zayreth Mohmead Psychalosial Tukalvul souicty [or
Comununity Developiment
8 Mra. Mo Mosu Sovinl Wuorker Minsiry ol Sexcial Alluirs
Y Mr. Sabhy Farhiad Puychiolopist INRWA — Mental Tealih
Progriun
10 D Yonsel Avwecl ATl Macutal HTeulth Climic IJNRWA — Muental Tealih
Dirceclor Program
11 Mr, Atined Shishoen Puychosocinl Advigor UNRWA
12 Mr. Ashral Jabaly Psychosocial Advisor IINRWA
13 M, Aluned E1-Muxsry Feychovocinl Advisor TUNRWA
14 Mr, AbdulKuder Dohicr Peyvehosocinl Advisor Palestinian Cenler [ur
Conllict Resolution
15 Mrs. Randa Fugu Socinl Worker Talcstinian Center for
Cunllict Resolulion




Annex # 10: The names of participants / 5 in Focus Group
Date: 11/ 6/ 2000 Taday : Thursday
The name ol the host institution: Woman Center Jor Research and 13svelopment. lor Waomen
Tarzel aroup: Advocules

# Name Posilion Orzanizalion Name
1 Mrs. Imliuz Hasb- Lawyer Woman Cenler [or Rescurch sod Logal
Allah Consullations
2 Mrs. Fauma EL Lawyer Mezan Cenwer For Huoman Righs
Shariel
3 M. Amjad Shorab Lawyer Wonmnn Center fur Rescarch and Development
1 Vir. Hazome Alang Tuwyar Womun Cenler (o Rescarch and Developent
3 Mr. Ayman Nagian lawyer Woman Center lor Research and Development
¥ Mr. Mobarncd Lawyer woman Center for Research and Development
Mohana
7 Mes. Mona El-Shawa | Lawyer Palcatinian Center For Haman Rials
b3 My, Mony Abded Tawyar
Azi7,

Women 5Affairs Center - Gaa



Rriority | ssies of W amen in Gaza Srip

Ammex # 11: WAL — Research and Infarmation 1'rogram
Women Priorities Issues Assessment Study  Gaza Strip - May/June 2009
List of Questionnaires Disscmination and Callection Table

Number of Number of
Numher al Sent Numhber ol Send . i
. . . \ . Received Reeeived
# Organization Questionnaires Questionnaires . , L ,
(Females) (Malcs) Questionnaires Questionmaires
' ' (Feinales) (Males)
L J.H}‘I'v;llii-l Triends 26 2% 0 15
Soclety
9 Saving and loans 0 1 24 17
Socicly
Family
A, Development, 26 27
Society
1 W'r.usmn Action 1 2
Bicr Hanoun
5. Zakher Socicty 25 25 2 25
f. Il-Wedad Society 25 23 23 25
" Al- I‘Wuﬁluml 25 25 " a5
Society
3 Al-Intimaa Al- 25 1 10 %
Ousary
o J-'ala..sn ne Al Gad 2 T a4 o4
Souivly
‘Women Heulth
1o, | ) men SE 20 1 2y 23
Center -Rouiy,
Wowmien Programs .
' 20 20 20 13
1 Liiel AlBalah
. \ I .-IMFJj d Ferninisl 20 20 0 20
daclety
5 | AHChad AL < 2 a5 a5
Mozhrig
" Al Sacar AL 24 25 a1 a1
Gharby Souisty
14 Suving sod Louns 2z 3z 55 55
| Society
Rural Woman
16. | Development 24 24 25 16
Sowiely
17. | Women Aclion 21 ] 28 17
Total 387 12

Cancelled Questionnaires: 4 for Females and 51 for Males



= Annex # 12

858 8l (95— 5 3oy
WOMENS AFFAIRS CENTER - GAZA
Women's Aftairs Center - Gaza
Women Questionnaire
Priority Issucs of Women in Gaza Serip

The Cenler Tor Wamnen's Alfairs - Guza and 15 o koowledge base center working on
identitying of women priority issves in the Gaza Strip. during the month of May-June 2009,
So please cooperate with us in answer W the Torm in your hands, knowing that this
information will be kepr confidential and will be used for scientific research purposes only,

For mote questions or inquires please vonlugl:
Women's Affairs Center - Gaza - Information & Research Program
Program Coordimalor / Mrs, Headya Shamoun

T /2877311 1o 2877312 TFax 2877313
With our sincere thaoks and appreciation

Date :

Form No. :

Researcher Number

T'he name of the rescarcher
Covernoerite:

1- Notth |:| 2- Gusa |:| 3- Middle |:|
4- Khan Younis |:| 3- Raluh |:|

Place of Residence:

1- City |:| 2- Village |:| 3- Refugees (‘.nmpl:l
1- zr;-'zf)D 2-30-39 D 3 4(»50D

Lducation Level:
Ruiul & Wrilu|:| 3 DPrepuralory |:|

1 ]]IilL‘rathD
4 High SchunlD 3 Diploma |:| 6 Ruchelor and highur|:|

Marital Scatus:

1- M:irri-:d|:| 2- Spinsier |:| 3- Divoreed |:|
4- Widow |:| 3- S-:paruludD

Current Status:

1- Housewile |:| 2- Student |:| 3- Warkar |:|

TTealth status:
1- Normal 2- With Speeial Nesds |:|

Agc;

~a

Women 5Affairs Center - Gaa
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Question CQmestion Strongly | Disagree Neutral | Agree Strongly
Number DMsagrec (n 2) 3 Agree
) 4

111 The level of vulncrability of women to the
killings cluring the repeated lsracli aggressions.

1-1-2 The Tovel ol woemen's vulnorgbility o various
munes during 1he repeated Isracli ageressions,

1-1-3 The level ol women's gxposure 1 dilizren.
Lypes of disuhiliy duming the repeated Tstach
EUTONSIONS,

1-1-4 The level of vulnerczhiltty o women w the Tss
al n clise farily member doving the Tseael
gllacks,

1-1-3 The level ol vulnerability ol women 1o
displacement during the Inueli altocks.

1-1-6 The impact of the [sraeli attacks on the private
space [or wonmen. {women privicy )

121 The level of vulnerability of swomen to
domcatic physically abusc.

1-2-7 The level of yulnerability of women o sexuyal
abusc within the family.

1-2-3 The  level o wamens  sulonershility  1a
cmolional or psychological abuse ol prisoners,

1-2-4 The level o valnerability of women 1o being
ruprell al their own Turls s inlieritance.

125 The level of volncrability of wemen to the
threat of violence troun a fantily member.

1-2-6 I'he level of vulnerability of women o be
killed on the so called “honor killing” of a
family member.

127 The level of vulnersbility of women ro inecst
by a family member.

1-2-§ Tha level of viglnerubility ol womaen 1 divoree
dgaims| her will

1-2-9 The Tevel al vulnerabilily al” wile 1 ofleusive
anl obsuene lunguage in ronl ol alhers.

1-2-16) The level of vuloerability of wife to
suppression arml silenciny.

1211 The level of vulnerahility of wife ta irony and
criticisin of appearance and behavior.

1-2-12 The level of vulnerability of wile W comrol
and proscreutien and the control of her cirele of
acquai ntanacs.

1-2-13 The level of volnerabilicy of wife 1o be isolaled
from her famaly.

1-3-1 The vulmerabality of waormen o psycholomical
dbuse [Tom neighbors,

1-3-2 The vulnerahilily ol womnen 1o tribal pressure
fmmringe - divorce)

1-3-3 The vulnerabilicy of women e absued langnaae
anel disliguremnent Ty relatves and neichbors

134 T'he vulnerability of women to harassmenc atd
social curiosity from relatives and neighbors
{interference with privacyl.




Queslion Question Strongly | Disagree  Neutral | Agree  Slrongly
Number Disapree 1) 2 3 Agreg
) (4

1-4-1 The Tevel ol vulnerabiliLy of winien W rapse.

142 The level of vulnerability of wonmen to rape
ateam it

1-4-3 The level of vulnerability of woroen to sexual
harassmenc.

1-1-1 The Tevel of Bmiatmion ol wormen's areas al
work,

1-5-1 Thi level all cacrcion of wamen s early
MYy,

1-5-2 The level ol coercion ol wamen noL 1o marrey.

153 The level of cocrcion of wemen to do work
that docs not respeet their dignity.

1-5-1 Thi level of cocrcion of women on mulliple
mardages (nutvrs wives and divoreed).

1-5-5 The level al’ coerciesn ol warmen 1a Teave home

1-6-1  The level of denial of women from

educalion,

1-6-2 The level ol demial of women [Tom basic necds
(food. diink and ¢lothing).

1-Q-3 The Tevel al denial of wormen Tem acceess 1a
souTees ol nlormatian on availahle services

1-6-4 The level of denial of women fram financial
resourLes.

1G5 The level of denial of women from basic
SEIViceas.

1-6-& The level of demial of  women from
participarion in onion work.

1-6-7 The level of demid of women [rom
participarion in decision-making in the family
and community.

1-6-8 The level of demial of divoreed women [rom
cheir children custody

2-1 Thi imipac] ol Tstueli occupalion presene

22 The dominance of pacriarchal coltare over
Palestinian xociely

23 The rontral of social ocncs thar arc bissed
apalnst wamen {unjust and aender inequalicy)
al the level ol the family which give prelerence
Loy ruales onver leniales

25 The availability of required materials and high
prices.

21 The fraglicy of the civil socicty

2-8 The vuloerability ol the mediy in documeniling

amd  exposing  occupdtion  crimes  aguinst
Wonicn
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Question Question Sirongly | Disapree Neuwiral | Agree  Slrongly
Numhber Disapree (I (2 3 Agree
) 4

3-1 The impact ol political situation stahility in the
rk"g'i QT I WOnin,

32 The impact o imposed [sraeli” giege over Gaza
Surip un women.

A The impact of PPalestinian inrcrnal situacion
instahilicy on women.

24 I'he wopact of imposed inermational isoladon
on Gaza Swip sinee the victory of "Hamas”
movement in 2006 [epislative clections.

-5 The impact of the wbsence of @ sound legal
CIOVITOIITICNAT 0 SEIVE WORICH'S [851CS,

-6 The impael of the global Arymeial envis and s
CCOTOMME ICPCICUES100S O WOLICTL,

3-7 The tmpuct ol high popalalion increase on
WOITICT,

4-1 The extent of discrimination between males
ail Teinales.

42 The Jevel of women's positive image in the
media.

4-3 The impuct of women's problems on the
psyche social sirnarion

4-4 Tha dmpact o wormen's problerms an healith
condilion,

4-5 The level al wamen marginalization g poor-
ulilization ¥4 8 hwman resouree in Jhe
commupily developmental process,

5 Thi ability ol Governmaenlal Tnstittiong (o
contribne o solving women problems

1-5 The ability ol Civil Sncisty Organizations to
conlmbule in sol vins wormen problerms




- Anncex # 13

53-8 0954 > ape
WOMENS AFFAIRS CENTER - GAZA
Women's Affairs Center - Gaza
Men Questionnaire
Privrily lssues ol Women in Gaza Surip

The Center for Women's Affairs - Gaza and is a koowledge base center waorking on
identdfying of women priority issves in the Gaza Strap. during the mounth of May-June 2009
So please cooperate with us in answer to the form in your hands. knowing that thig
infarmation will be kept. confidential amd will he used far scientific research purposes only.

For more quaestions or inguires please conlacl:
Wanen's AlTwrs Center - Gaza - Inlommulion & Rescarel Progrum
Program Coordinator / Mes. Headya Shainoun

T/ 28773171 w0 2877312 1lax 2877313

With our sincere thanks and appreciation

Date -

Form No. :

Rescareher Numbeer :

The name ol the rescarcher

Crovernorale:
L- Nodh ] 2-Guza [ ] 3- Middle [ ]
4- Khan Younis |_| 5-Rafah J

Place of Residence:

1- City |:| 2- Villuge :I 3- Refugees (‘.:me:l
- 2(1-29|:| 7-30-39 |:| 3- 40-50 :|

Lducation Level:

Age:

L- Iliterate |:| 2-Read & Wrirej 3- Preparatory |:|
4- Hiah 5¢hool I:l S-Diploma I: 6- Bachelor and hifgherlj

Marital Status:
1 .\/Iam'icdlj 2 Siugl-:l:l 3 Divoreed |:|

4- Widow 5- Scpurm\':d|
Cormrenl Staloms:

1- Student |:| 2- Lmployed I:I 3- Unemployed I:I

ITealth sraros:
- Normal 2- With Special Needs |:|

Women 5Affairs Center - Gaa
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Question
Number

Question

The level ol vulnerability ol women
derrnestic physically abuse.

Strongly
Disapree

()]

Disaeres
a1

Neutral
2

Aureg  Strongly
3 Agree
4

The level of vulnerabilicy of women to being
roped ol their own lunds and inheritance.

The level of vulnerabilicy of women ro divoree
apalnst her will

The level of vulnerabilily of wile (o offensive
and obscene language i front of others,

The  devel ol valnerability o wile 10
sippression ind silencing,

The Tevel ol valnerahility of wile 1o itony and
crilicism of appearance ancd hehayior,

The level of vulnerabilicy of wife to cootrel
anl prosecution and the control ol her civcle ol
AU T AnCEs.

The level of vulnerabilicy of wife to be Jsolated
lraym her family.

I'hie vulnerabilicy of women re absurd langnage
and disfiguecment by rolarives and ncighbors
The vulnerability of women (o hurassment and
social curlosity from reletives and ocighbors
{intcrtercnee with priviacy).

Tha Tevel al yulngrabilily all women 1o sexual
harassment,

The level ol coercion of woinen ke early
TMHTIT R,

The level ol coercion ol women noL1o marry.

1-5-5

The level of cocrcien of wemen to do work
thatc docs not respeet thelr dignity.

The level of coercion of women on mylliple
marmages (eartves wives and divoreed).

The level al’ coercion ol wamen 1a Teave home

1-6-1

1-6-2

1-6-7

1-6-8

a2
[ o]

The level of denial of women from
ccdlucalion,

Thi level ol dental of women [tom basic necds

(food. drink and ¢lothing).

The  Tevel o  denial ol women o

putlicipation in deckgion-making in (he Gamily

dnd communily,

The level of demial of divorced women ITom
their ¢hildren cusiody

The ominance o pawiarchal culiure over
Pulestinian sociely

70




Questinn Onestion Strangly | Disagree  Nentral | Agrec  Strongly
Nurmher Disapres: (1) (2] (k)] Apree
) (4)
32 The impact of imposed Lscaeli” siege over Ciaza
Sceip on women.
4-1 Lhe extent of discrimiation between males
and females.
5 Thi ability ol Govermenlal Tnstilutions (o
conlabme o colving women probloms
1-5 The ability ol Civil Snciety Organizations to

contrbule in solving women problerne

71
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