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Sorry, Seems To Be

The Hardest Word

Lyrics
Blue

OnelLove
sorry seems 2 b the hardest word

what i gotta do 2 make u love me
what i gotta do 2 make u care

what do i do when lightnin strikes me
and a way 2 find wen ure not there

what i gotta do 2 make want me
what i gotta do 2 b heard

what do i say wenitsall over
sorry seems 2 b the hardest word
(thatsrite)

its sad

so sad

its a sad sad situation

and its gettin more and more absurd
its sad so sad

why cant we talk it over

always seems 2 me

that sorry seems 2 b the hardest word

what do i do 2 make u want me
what i gotta do 2 b heard

what do i say wen itsall over
sorry seems 2 b the hardest word

its sad

so sad

its a sad sad situation

and its gettin more and more absurd
its sad so sad why cant we talk it ova
always seems 2 me

sorry seems 2 b the hardest word

yeeeeah
sorry

what do i do 2 make u love me

what i gotta do 2 b heard

what do i do when lighting strikes me
yeah

what av i gotta do

what av i gotta do

when sorry seems 2 b the hardest word
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‘Sleep’ by Salvador Dali

Selected by: Munia Dweik
TYT reporter

sleep, only the head of the

dreamer is seen, against a
background of dream-like images.
The delicate balancing of the fig-
ure indicates that, should a single
crutchfail, the dreamer will awake;
this demonstrates the fragility of
the state of sleep. Dali’s meticulous
attention to detail createsan atmos-
phere of enhanced hyper-reality.

As a member of the Surrealist
movement, Dali promoted theidea
of absurdity and the role of the un-
conscious in his art. He also col-
|aborated with the film-maker Luis
Bunuel onfilmssuch as‘Un Chien
Andalou’ and ‘L’ Aged'Or’, which
are till regarded as landmarks in
the history of the cinema.

Although he frequently pro-
voked public outrage, Dali’s repu-
tation and contribution to art are
undeniable. Having worked in
Parisand New York, hereturned to
his native Spain in 1955, settling
there with his long-time compan-
ion, Gala, of whom he painted
many weird and wonderful pic-
tures.

I nthisfantasticinterpretation of

Biography of Salvador Dali:

* Full Name: Salvador Felipe

Source: Phaidon, The Art Book, 1994, Phaidon Press Limited

Jacinto Dali.

* Salvador Dali was born asthe son
of a prestigious notary in the small
town of Figuerain Northern Spain.
* Histalent asan artist showed at an
early age and he received drawing
lessons when he was ten years old.
His art teachers were a then well-
known Spanish impressionist
painter, Ramon Pichot and later an
art professor at the Municipal Draw-
ing School.

* |n 1923 his father bought this son
hisfirst printing press.

* Dali began to study at the Royal
Academy of Art in Madrid. He was
expelled twice and never took the
final examinations.

* |n 1928 he went to Paris and met

Pablo Picasso and Joan Miro
(Spanish painters). He established
himself as the principal figure of a
group of surrealist artists.

* 1n 1933 Salvador Dali had hisfirst
one-man show in New York.

* |n 1948 he and his wife Galare-
turned to Europe, spending most of
their time either at their residence
inLligat, Spain, or in Paris, France
or New York. Dali developed a
lively interest in science, religion
and history.

* |n 1958 the artist began his series
of large sized history paintings.

* Towards the end of hislife, Dali
lived in the tower of his own mu-
seum where he died on 23 January
1989 from heart failure.
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Tintin: a /5-year- old cartoon

Selected by: LouriceMusalam
TYT reporter/ Jerusalem

he 75th anniversary of the
I first appearance of Tintin,
thefamous Belgian cartoon
character was celebrated last month
when Tintin'sfansgathered all over
the world to celebrate his birthday.
The Youth Times decided to high-
light this famous cartoon character
in this, its 30th edition.
Tintin was first heard of in 1929,
when he left for the Soviet Union
asareporter for Le Petit Vingtiéme
(The Small Twentieth), the weekly
children’s supplement of the Bel-
gian paper Le Vingtiéme Siécle
(The Twentieth Century). The edi-
tor, Geaorges Rémi, born in Brus-
sels in 1907 and better known as
Hergé, illustrated a story by René
Verhaegen. The story, which was
told in weekly installments, was
completed in May 1930. Later that
year, it was published asthefirst in
along series of Tintin books.

Heading for the World

After the Soviet Union, Hergé
sent his hero to the Congo and
America. Tintin apparently left his
profession in order to embark on a
long string of adventures with his
trusty friends Captain Haddock and
Calculus.

Hergé died in 1983, at which
point hiswork becamethe property
of the Hergé Foundation and Les
Editions Moulinsart. To date, the
Tintin books have been trandated
into more than 50 languages and
Tintin can befound in just about any
medium, from TV and movies to
websites, computer games, and op-
erg; there is even aline of clothes
and souvenirssold in shops special-
izing in Tintin memorabilia

The Magazine

TheTintin MagazinewasaBel-
gian comic that was popular during
the second half of the 20th Century.
In it one can find legendary series
such as ‘Black and Mortimer’,
‘Alix’, ‘Ric Hochet’ and of course
‘Tintinet Milou'. Thefirst issue ap-
peared in 1946, the final in 1993.
Prior to the publishing of the first
issue, on 26 September 1946, a
team of talented artistswas formed
to fill the magazine's pages. The
team included famous names such
as Edgar Pierre Jacobs, Paul
Cuvelier, and Jacques Laudy, as
well as, of course, Hergé himself.
The 1950s witnessed the arrival of
several new artists and series;

Raymond Reding, for example,
started out illustrating several short
stories but eventually published a
number of sport comics including
‘Jari’ in 1957, *Vincenet Larcher’ in
1963, and ‘ Section R’ in 1972. Other
new seriesincluded ‘ Pom et Teddy’
and‘LeChevalier Blanc’ by Francois
Craenhals.

After focusing for severa years
on Tintin telling fiction stories, the
magazine returned to its original fo-
cuson realistic comicsin the 1970s,
which involved drawing storiesfrom
the real life of Tintin the reporter

seeking truthand discovery. The <
magazine's sales began to de- |
cline in the 1980s, at which  }
point only afew notable art-

ists were working for it. Sy
The final issue of the [ /
original Tintin appeared
in November 1988. A
month later, a new
magazine - Tintin
Reporter - ap- %T =%
peared, this time, ;
published by Yéti | WX
Presse, although
only a few months

b"wr“:

2
~ A i ,«Iater in September 1989
- to be exact, it was re-

1 iplaced by Hello Bédé.
| The final issue of Hello
\ Bédé was published in

1993, at which point

thud on one of Eu-
rope’s best-loved

N J COITIICS
It may be
*true that in
Palestlne
V’, and to a certain

r’" Y "‘-u )
04{ § \ extent in the Arab

the curtain fell with a

World, we have not yet been ex-
posedto‘local’ comicsand cartoon
figures, which hasresulted, to some
extent, in a fascination with those
originating from Europe and
America. We are, however, wit-
nessing shy attempts, here and
there, to create new figures, al-
though with very few organizations
being prepared to support such
endeavors, it seems likely that we
will beforcedtorely on ‘imported’
charactersfor amusement for some
time to come.

Tilman Blasshofer
PYALARA

his year | will do better. |
promise. This time, there
will be no stress, no trag-

edy of blood, sweat and tears; this
year, | will prepare everything in
advance. Yes. Definitely. No doubt
about it...

Of course, theredlity isthat this
year, like other years, thereisahuge
gap between my wishes and the
harsh reality. It is, after al, not for
nothing that Valentine'sDay hasal-
ways been and will always be the
most frightening day in the life of
the German man...

Everything starts quite harm-
lessly. Weeksin advance of the day
itself, the flower and chocolate in-
dustries begin to remind us of the
fact that anyone who doesn't ‘in-
dulge’ his sweetheart on this spe-
cial day will effectively be sen-
tenced to death. Being the brave
species that we are, however, we
ignore the danger that lurks ahead,
convincing ourselves, usually with
an impressive degree of success,
that we have plenty of time to re-
deem ourselves as romantics with-
out falling victim to yet another
classic exampleof ‘ blackmail’ con-
sumerismat itsbest...At least, that's
what we tell ourselves until the
morning of 14 February when,
whilst making our way to work, we
suddenly realize the shocking truth:
Oh my God, it's today!

Without any further ado, we
rush to work and immediately call
together the crisisteam. Tipsare ex-
changed among the male col-
leagues: which flower shop still

Valentine’s Day Torture

sellsfreshred rosesafter 5 pm, which
French restaurant is likely to accept
a last-minute reservation for two,
which confectionery shop accepts
credit cards, etc. Haunted by pangs
of conscience, we spend all day con-
ferring, both in person and on the
phone, trying to ensure that our lax-
ness in terms of preparing for Val-
entine’s Day will not end in disaster.
Needlessto say, any concern regard-
ing how our bosses will react to our
shirking our responsibilities at work
are as nothing in comparison to the
knowledge of what our sweethearts
will do with a frying pan if, by the
end of the day, we have not proven
ourselves to be the considerate, ro-
mantic lovers that we (supposedly)
are.
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At 5 pm, the marathon race
through local shopping mallsbegins.
Finally, at the seventh florist on our
list, we succeed in convincing the
shop owner to sell us his private
bunch of red roses; of course, the
‘convincing' involvesus parting with
the equivalent to half amonth’s sal-
ary, but not to worry; as they say,
desperate times call for desperate
measures! Now, with not apenny in
our pockets, we try to buy that last
box of Belgian chocolates on credit
- adesperate and senseless plan. As
to finding atable for two in a popu-
lar French restaurant, forget it; all
that's available at this point in the
game is a couple of stools at the
snack bar at the local train station,
and, having realized thefact that this
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is probably the best we can come
up with, we stick the snack bar’s
‘delivery service' leaflet in our
pocket - you never know.

Arriving home, exhausted, af-
ter a40-kilometer-plusrace around
town, we present the now limp
roses, along with the tattered | eaf-
let, to our sweethearts, wheezing as
we do a breathless, “Happy Vaen-
tine'sDay darling, | loveyou.” The
great surpriseisthat contrary to our
expectations, our sweethearts do
not pull out the frying pan, but in-
stead, lovingly take care of us,
which is why, no doubt, as they
help us get comfortable on the
couch, we inevitably whisper,
“Next year I'll get it right. | prom-
ise.”
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SOMETIMES

Sometimes lifeis so unfair,

Sometimes, it gets us nowhere,

Sometimes the right thing is the wrong thing to say,
Sometimes the wrong thing will take us al the way,
What's wrong seems right,

And what’s right seems so wrong,

No sense of where we really belong,

Choices are hard, but nevertheless,

You become stronger each day, and learn from the past,
Sometimes | want to cry,

Or just simply want to die,

But tears are for happiness,

For nothing more, and for nothing less,

A smile means hope and can brighten one’s day,

So next time I’m down, I’'m going to try and say:

| still have my faith, to get me through this,

At the end of the day, there is so much I'll miss,

| want to dream the dream,

And | want to liveit too,

And | think that with your smile by my side,

It'll be easy to do....

Bud Wichers,
Ramallah

8 el el S O a2 g s Bl LI, Y
1A (g Lol 3a e ity oS Lgn i
3 lan e cliage Lgsluuis) g divas e Loga LAsua] G po

B8l s syl Ll ald (55, S L) calaa

15l il g L elilad G plel g Lgas g i (5301 Lo plel (il b
15LSSY1 9 o gagdl Lgs ) l—uii Lalio el o gad S ,l—dii clinl b

5 las dio Aracdd elial b Lasius 5900 g3 uagdl i (il b
Iyl L—81,8 e ai ¥y Il S )8 J—ains

8,1y ellolif Lg— giadi Las clicdas —ugiad el Lo
118 355 i elile o i ale LT g ol of oS
Ipfaa Ui Al (] odidlg Lo L 0l s 9gdl sgs (o oA
I dass el il alel By Lgiung s o padf Ja

(BPY- PP VY PRt EEVN JE {1 v TS0
b o Lol a1 38 20— L
Byl sl G p g (o8 (el () (miliD] g () 9t B
> &ofl
Gl
el b Ca ald
Sl gl (A (o Al AL S
abead) Jlaadl 63 @aasd] padll JB oad
o 295l Exnas (5311 (3Bl gl 5 9l g
a9 gyl (8 Jo¥ll Jaca gidag gl
ugdil (g3 5 g el
pacall (IS (pa g caaaad! yalll s Y el
S das Julaiiy (Sida Gl Jalall
SS9 S8) S Sl Loy Liraaglagll o
(DY (oS (e 3 (o sl Al (i g
lﬁ]l&}ud@ieﬂmwj@‘l&@s@;\fj

gl g

blaad

apadily

kiSg Luad
A Ml i i

S (Al ald JAlai G Glaall e s S eslgla
o sy L albe R se e o
bl 9 (o suaadl Gialis ABU asuald $913L o gl
el G311 51 o yal Lo s IS dadacall SYLEL g
iy pand 1,8 ashs Julal) sl s pud g Ll il
Epl el Laisl) oaaasliEas B assastiN
91 e aslia JlI1 g) psibol 9o asid M) (& (i grandiy
S g ¢ o Laia ¥l JSIS 12 aSHLAD o8 e ¥ Lai g Added
s JS g (Ladbol 9o g Lisglig Lial g0 (953 O Lia s 40
N N VSVER SR PRILEN PP JUN
o Lo oy Lol caas ) Blaadl (b Le Jaai
b LA g sliadalf e glés ¢l i cduudil
9 o5 Jib day (clo dacs puu sl Laase (Glui) Lesd
S Ao Balaceudl uadi ¢ 1483 97 (pSews (A8 (40 8 yis prenal
Cralg slicuall g ool paill CoandiS) (el i g celiail)
Ol el g ol calis Aileady) il Jlasls
(SNIAN g 5aai (499 puliall o s (e daat) algh fisa
93 T Sia ¥ g las] Lgoigs ¥ ASilSo (sulal¥ (499
Sl il Lags g eyl ¥ (31 o geo b (lisalls” ¢ las
Lyl g Y 91 Licadily LisLas €l gaco g dasie csslalf oably
iy Lass o) gill g Glail) gad
Ao Ol Lind g 03 (953 o (Sas Alacu glf 03¢
Sl KISl Lge g 89 el

Gopaalghian
oy il

Aaghy bl

R o) (o3 598l cola (glias (pdll aa oolud)
(diye g dillb joan g 9 uik] dga g9 (aaians (51 Lub
e et T ) e
Juddi ok

R ySlacd Ak I8 8 Jaall g gLSYLs Jila pgas)
PRSI g pglasie 5539 g als 5 yuag

Jasi (sls pganl 931 9093 O bl pablins Ja (Slg
)

ol dabo wgda el OF o Loy g Laia
Al gl LM alad) Glackll 3A5) 13 (Sl . ASLgal)
Slaad) diis (glaning sl JSula gl sbo (giuisus
48 il Aad o 350 () J 9o sl ST (0 (1985

Aol (5 gies g8 oan g alall 4S5 JA aall i §eull g

Lidasie (ro ais (19 (@Y aladl (558 o o2
o8 s 131 @IS Gl s padl L jledia g Assdlli]
g 3 s fasas Glakll

Jal g glada ) Liale o g (@deal Y Sual g Jas o)
Laifs i (Las JILchY doods Lad (Lo g Lo g3 (1 g4l
20429 38 doads Las | jua

ilalad) g cpalal] g wlgalll g oLl dlgd Lo a4
925 pgaal g Of folalad¥l IS (e Luladis basas (40 () 9
Gl (o pasla ] g pgeiale s 90 550 OF SRl
S aeld 11, iyl 99y 1935 (o ST (e e
.palial|

Lodly ki e85
vy}

Voot il /bl il il i . .l g

Uaa

A8 )la ulds) ..eling) o gi oli guo £ Lacal Lgad (3457 ciS alaad
o8l LA (S (5 yaT caead L Loy (ylo)y (ol i A gl

o 1A e s oS Sl S .Gl &l yaa gaa) Sl
S AT S B0 padk) AASIal & ghadf oS . lEial g
e LU Cpay Loy .odad Gl (lay (5T (5597 o . A
pd i i 3 L LA Gl ] §a
ST HS3 was duing s e bdio alil) dada .0 glacs
Blasi (o890l ySAI (o Caido aS (5 pas 4551 LA
; eyl Gad & jda Slaag
S i B g Cnasf it Ly g g pusi US;?J
2819 O Aaai . clalsll el 3 yae U
oiyiagdgag crau olial & JLsl clis
Jaiai sel al . 5331 (30 cliguo B ...cliy g0
(0 o lalsll 8RS slliad 8 .dbj,
s3%e i (luidl sas al oo (51 ... gy se0
Silaa Bl L giay S clial
(LA el oLkl pe Al A A8 i
Lgasiewn § 9yl Lgasws ... cailS Bulawas () 2 Y
daa pSladl Ball Gl JLA] . ol
oliel Lo divead Lala dUA o sl iyl
el gl oS gl clalslls . 5Ll
Ol 8,9 .. dals eiladiall Sy 8 3,05
coslic g 8.9 (o sl 3yl g s lid g
8ylad gas 9 aglall ala (ol
05Ls pad 3la 50 el ... olus ) cile]
-39 9 ..::9{9 9l -..clas (5550 (8la
Gl evioen] AIGIS . A s
Ol i ols . alle () &yl 9 ... lgols
ol (8 AIAS Oge pablidlg s (S
’ dla... B alalf &Sy
cecalialll §aicws b 8y glaca (ST ()
Gl 30 gi -.clabl adiul (8 ae g
9 oSy rgy Y glse Y g olay ¥
e Aeliall 3yLiisg ocagtd ol S e
o 3.3|J.| el <G 'a.l .oSelaand] e lgany)
shsusduaas Sl gdl uady ..ol dafas
s o A1 ST (pallf pdly . gl e
el Gadaag Al g g9
dagl gi..0iS @l 6 i Sl llial S
elalSll e a5 6 yLiady .z Luall s
Al g ... gl olso Bilag gﬁw Jaeaia
s grid) g o A ‘;s w8 9 pmteud
@Y giaTg ~adS Ao L Blindl B9l g
Jaai yaall ey obe sSolg i
A .eLd 1 931 & yiasig s pai Canad . Sl ySAN
L yiass plajs alallg .. oul,a¥l £ 58 (g dlia
dliag
=l s o ol S Sy - alliad aliald
s wdlady s Bl Glasg . lsad £S5 Ll als
Lglile (ugds Oaly o) gladiylg | gele (o &3y ..l pandl
iske Glayll g a . algel die cile ol yuig ...5 9l
dlad OIS (pe s g Ll g @i Lagy .o (pa g (30 (50 Caeud

woss pli>
alllaly

ot 539 Sy gala i)
il § LY s
alall 3 aga dlyiag

cull 31,1
-

sl i d
ML;J!@L&.@

Gra3s O 3lS 9,9 e Lala

a5l
Longy/ S yidl il



v

apadily

Yoot il /bd il il s .l i

Think About This

1. At least five people in this world love you so

much that they would die for you.

2. At least 15 people in thisworld love you, in
some way.

3. The only reason anyone would ever hate
you is because they want to bejust like you.
4. A smile from you can bring happinessto
anyone, even if they don't like you.

5. Every night, someone thinks about you
before they go to sleep.

6. You mean the world to someone.

7. Without you, someone might not be

living.

8. You are special and unique, in your
own way.

9. Someone that you don’t know exists
lovesyou.

10. When you make the biggest mistake
ever, something good comes from it.

11. When you think theworld hasturned

it's back on you, take alook; you most
likely turned your back on the world.

12. When you think you have no chance

of getting what you want, you probably
won't get it, but if you believe in your-
self, you probably, sooner or later, will get

it.

13. Alwaysremember complimentsyou re-
ceived and forget about the rude remarks.
14. Alwaystell the peopleyou care about how
you feel about them; you will feel much bet-
ter when they know.

15. If you have awonderful friend, take thetime
to let them know that they’re great.
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The Power to Go On

Eiman Shar abati
TYT reporter/ Jerusalem

ruthisalwayssosimple; al
I we need to do is wipe off
the dust that covers
it..When | was a small child, |
would often hear my parents men-
tion the word ‘Israel’ when they
were listening to the news or hav-
ing aquiet conversation together but
although | asked about the meaning
of the word, | never got an answer.
| imagine my parentsweretryingto
protect me, but to be honest, | think
that by trying to avoid telling me
things that my not-yet-ripe brain
could absorb, they in many ways
made things more complicated be-
cause | grew up assuming that Is-
rael was a beautiful country - most
probably in Europe - that one could
reach by sailing along a deep blue
river.

Once aware of the fact that my
assumption had been incorrect, |
found it terribly difficult to accept
the fact that the country | had heard
of so often had in fact been created
upon my own. | had always imag-
ined Isragl to belikeamassivegreen
garden full of smiling, happy chil-
dren, so imagine my horror when |

discovered that rather than flowers
and smiling faces, Israel wasin fact
aland of bloodshed and guns.

| am sure that those people
around the world who have only
heard about Isragl but never visited

it all have their own ideas of what it
must be like here and that in many
respects, their opinions concerning
the situation here reflect the images
they have in their mind. | can only
hope, inthisregard, that oneday, like

us, the Palestinians, whose belief in
the Palestinian causeis as strong to-
day asit was 100 years ago, they will
see Israel for what it truly is and, if
they don't already, begin to feel our
pain for which Isragl, aided and abet-

ted by certain governments, is ulti-
mately responsible.

At this point | would like to
send amessage to anyonewho feels
that his or her lifeis worthless and
who is tired of dealing on a daily
basiswith the many difficultiesthat
accompany it. My messageisasfol-
lows: every human being is born
with anatural fear of the unknown
- the idea of dying, for example,
scaresusall - yet herein Palestine,
no fear, not even that of dying, is
enough to make us relinquish our
dream of one day reclaiming that
which is ours. We know the mean-
ing of giving up, but we refuse to
do it, no matter what happens...\We
know the meaning of frustration,
but no amount of frustration will
ever be enough to make ushang our
heads in shame...So, remember,
next time you' re feeling down and
that you can’t go on, your dignity
isholy, your spirit strong, and at the
end of the day, your life is indeed
what you makeof it...If we, the Pal-
egtinians, in spite of everything that
has befallen us, can survive and
continueto fight, then surely, so can
you...

Faces

Sawsan Salous
Ramallah Girls' school
Ramallah

I was walking home from
school. | could hardly see the
rays of the sun through the
cloudy sky, which mirroredthe
sadness in the eyes of the peo-
ple around me. Suddenly a si-
ren could be heard; “Another
tragedy,” people whispered to
noonein particular asthey car-
ried on walking...

Tragedy has become a
‘normal’ part of the lives of
Palestinians. This phenom-
enon, however, is not limited
to the Palestinians, and in many
places al over the world, one
findstragic political, financial,
and health problems, the con-
sequences of which affect mil-
lions of innocent people. |
looked at the faces around me
and asked myself why? Why
do we haveto suffer? Why has
tragedy become so common
that upon hearing of another
tragic event, people simply
sigh and carry on walking?
Whereistheir voice, and where
are those who claim to defend
their basic human rights?
Could it be that those very
same people, thanks to their
failure to act upon their noble

sentiments, areactually guilty
of helping to perpetuate the
misery that characterizes the
lives of those they claim to
protect?

In my opinion, too many
peopl e stand and ook at what
is going on from a distance
without being willing to ac-
cept theideathat their voices
areimportant in termsof help-
ing the people they observe
and changing their lives for
the better, enabling them,
amongst other things, to live
alife characterized by peace
and the absence of war, sick-
ness, and poverty. My mes-
sage to the world therefore is
wake up and rather than fo-
Ccus on coming up with empty
slogans, commit yourself to
fighting for peace and free-
dom whilst refraining from
being sucked into conflictsre-
lating to the balance of power,
which themselves, frequently
lead to wars.

| hope that, strengthened
by your voices, this cry for
justice will become louder
and that, together, we will be
abletoinfluence theworld so
that oneday, inthenot too dis-
tant future, we can say that we
truly made a difference.
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Snow In Palestine/lsrael:
A Uniting Factor

By Petra Schoning
PYALARA

It began Saturday noon with a
concerned inquiry originating from
one of my Palestinian workmates:
“Do you have enough food at home?
Today it will snow.” | honestly
found it hard not to laugh. | mean,
first of all, there was not a snow-
flake to be seen, and secondly, why
should a little bit of snow be con-
sidered a reason to hoard food? |
therefore thanked my colleague for
her concern, which | then com-
pletely ignored, and continued about
my work.

Half an hour later - still no snow
insight - | phoned an Israeli work-
mateto ask her whether it would be
possible for her to come to the
Center for Encounters and Commu-
nication Jerusalem (CECJ) half an
hour earlier than planned the next
morning because | was waiting for
the technician to come and fix a
piece of equipment there but had an
appointment with my dentist at 9.45
am and was afraid that the techni-
cian would arrive when no one was
at the center. Her reply? “Well, if
there’sno snow tomorrow morning,
I’ll try and get there early, but if it
snows, then | won't be coming at
all. That’s not a problem though be-
cause the technician obviously

won't be coming either.”

Listening to my colleague, | still
found it difficult to understand what
all the fuss was about. | mean, we
were talking about nothing but alit-
tlebit of snow, right? It wasthen that
| noticed thefirst few flakes of snow
drift past the window, but even then
| was thinking, “Well, so what, no
big deal.” | was, of course, wrong,
as evidenced by the chaos that fol-
lowed: my Arabic teacher finished
the lesson after only ten minutes be-
cause, assheexplained, if shedidn’t,
she would never get back home; the
employees at the center suddenly
began preparing to leave, al of them
using the same argument as the
teacher; and then, to my azament, |
received aphonecall fromthe owner
of the house | rent telling me what

todoin caseit didn’t stop snowing,
thingssuch as“Removeall the snow
from the roof and the balcony be-
causeif youdon't, I'm afraid that the
snow will damage the house.” As
well as removing all the snow, my
landlady also wanted me to turn on
all the taps because she had heard
that the temperature would drop to
under zero and that the freezing wa-
ter in the pipes could possibly cause
them to burst! Slowly, but surely, |
began to understand, what the fuss
was all about...

The next morning, Jerusalem
was covered in a wonderful white
blanket of snow. It waswhilst admir-
ing the view from a window that |
heard the phonering; it was my den-
tist, phoning to cancel the appoint-
ment | had with him because of the

weather. Now taking the whole
‘snow issue’ far more serioudly, |
tried to call the technician, but no-
body answered. A few minutes|ater,
| heard that all the schools had been
closed. | was till really surprised
how everything seemed to have
cometo a halt because of alittle bit
of snow, which, | couldn’t help but
notice, was aready beginning to
thaw. Agreed, in Germany things
slow down alittlewhen there'ssnow
- it takes longer to reach school, or
work, for example - but things have
to get extremely serious before the
municipality decides to close down
the schoolsand your absence at work
because of the weather conditionsis
considered a valid reason for not
being there.

| actually found it somewhat
amusing that the Palestiniansand | s-
raelis seemed to respond in the same
way to the snow; yes, when it comes
to their fear of snow, they are most
definitely united...

By noon on Sunday, when the
technician finally arrived, the snow
had almost completely melted. | do,
however, have a reminder: a few
carefully taken photographs, all of
which will no doubt bring asmileto
my face for yearsto come each time
they remind me of my specia adven-
ture in Palestine/Isragl: snow.
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The Role of Young People in Times of Conflict

Samer Nammari
TYT Reporter
Jerusalem

Most people agree that the world
we liveinisrap-idly becoming a
world of unhappiness, a mon-
strous world that exists in dark-
ness, aworld in which the strong
crush the weak. They would also
agree, | am sure, that although
some things have changed for the
better, thanks, in part, to the won-
ders of modern technology, not to
mention the universal attemptsto
promote respect for the basic hu-
man rights of the individual, in
many instances, people are aban-
doning themoral valuesthey once
held dear, asevidenced by thefact
that the spitting out of obscenities,
for example, has become normal
practice, whilemercy and remorse
seem to have become old-fash-
ioned conceptswith no claimto a
placeintoday’smodernworld. In-
deed, the irony of the so-called
‘evolution’ associated with thelast
century is that whereas, in most
countries, the standard of living
and technology, for example, did
improve, it was often at the ex-
pense of the respect for and pres-
ervation of moral and social val-
ues. | still believe, however, that
young people possess enough

power to rectify the mistakes of the
past and help to ensure that the so-
cieties from which they come en-
joy a brighter, morally sound fu-
ture.

One of themajor waysinwhich
youth can be of help in spreading
peace, for example, is to become
moreinvolved intheresolving, us-
ing non-violent means, of course,
of the various problems that arise
in their respective societies; they
could help, for instance, in resolv-
ing feuds between families, includ-
ing those involving honor crimes,
in part, by encouraging their peers
to refrain from becoming involved
insuchfeuds. They also havearole
to play in terms of preserving the
traditional familial and societal
structures that characterize their
societies, by taking care of their
elderly parents, as an example,
rather than casting them away like
abandoned household gadgetsthat
no longer serve the purpose for
which they were intended.

Inour constant search for abet-
ter life, we encounter many things
that need to be ‘fixed’ before we
can go on. Wars and conflicts till
exist, and humans, animals, and
nature continue to perish because
of the hunger for power and mate-
rialistic gain that has tarnished the

history of so many great countries.
Sad as this may be, the fact isthat
the eternal fight between good and
evil will dwaysbethere; somewill
fight for the wrong reasons,
blinded by their ownignorance, ar-
rogance and greed, and otherswill
fight for the right reasons, such as
their belief in peace, justice, and
the right of the individual to live
in dignity. The important thing is
that young people should be clear
about what it is, exactly, that they
arefighting for and whether engag-
ing in violence, even in self-
defense, istruly their only option.

| believe that as young people
we are duty bound to preach peace
between nations that are at war or
ontheverge of war and to do what-
ever we can to try and resolve the
feuds from which warsresult. Itis
true that in many cases, war isin-
evitable; this being the case, we
should alwaysput al our effort into
supporting the side with the most
honorable cause and protecting the
weak from the strong. If we areto
call ourselves peacekeepers, then
we haveto resort to reason and run
to the aid of those who need our
help and assistance in times of
strife, not leave them to fight their
own battles because we want to
remain ‘neutral’. War, as much as

we hate it, isafact of life, and the
reality isthat when acauseisjust,
be it our own cause or that of an-

other people, then we simply have
no option other than to do what we
know to beright...
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Challenge: Between Excitement and Fear

Einass Bitar
Holy Family School
Gaza

meaning of challenge. For

some, challenge undoubtedly
represents something exciting, but
for others, it can represent some-
thing terrible.

The fact is that life itself isa
constant challenge: how to be
happy, successful, achieve your
goals. Right now, | am facing apar-
ticular challenge, onefaced by thou-
sands of Palestinian students every
year, namely, tawjihi (high-school
diploma), which many students con-
sider one of the major challenges
they will ever haveto face, therea-
son being that one’slevel of success
in the Tawjihi exam often deter-
mines if one will become a rising
star or fall to the ground with athud.

No one would argue that
Tawijihi does not put a lot of pres-
sure on the shoulders of students. |
assumed when | started studying for
it that onceit wasover, my fearsand

I often contemplate the true

troubles would all disappear, but
slowly but surely | came to redlize
that | waswrong; that one challenge
would inevitably lead to another and
that my life, in asimilar way to the
livesof all Palestinians, was destined
to become one long string of chal-
lenges, with no ending in sight.

Young Palestinians are used to
challengesof variouskinds- they are
part and parcel of life under occupa-
tion - and in many respects, they are
fearful of what the future holds in
store. Add to that the additional pres-
sure associated with studying for
Tawijihi, and it became easy to see
why so many of them fall apart when
it comes to taking the actual exam.

When | think about taking
Tawjihi exam, | often become nerv-
ous. How can | possibly make sure
that | know all the material? Will |
succeed? Will the days of the exams
stand with me or against me? | am
sure that every Palestinian student
asks exactly the same questions and
will continue to ask them until
Tawijihi isover.

Sometimes, we feel that we can

take on the world and that Tawjihi is
a challenge that we are more than
ready to face. At other times, how-
ever, we feel that we've suddenly
been pushed from avery great height
and that there's nothing we can do
to stop ourselves from tumbling
through the air. Succeeding in
Tawijihi is of course something that
all of usdream about, but the reality
isthat in order to enjoy success, we
haveto remain grounded and not fall
victim to the pressuresthat surround
us.

In my opinion, one will not
succeed in the Tawjihi exam unless
he or she is willing to make sacri-
fices: no more hours spent hanging
out/talking on the phone with
friends, no more TV, no morelisten-
ing to music. It is also important to
remain positive; instead of feeling
afraid and constantly thinking about
the worse scenario, relax, concen-
trate on the task at hand, and do not
allow the ‘fear monster’ to consume
you, for although fear is natural and
in many respects acts as an incen-
tivetodowell, it can alsolead to self-

destruction.

| believe that with every chal-
lengeweface, wegrow stronger but
only if we abandon theideathat we
will fail. Of course, thisiseasier said
than done and there are timeswhen
we will become depressed, espe-
cially when we find ourselves
studying for many hours every sin-
gle day. We need to remain strong
though, to remind ourselvesthat our
level of successwill be determined
not by chance but by our determi-
nation to succeed and our willing-
ness to work hard, even when we
feel that we cannot go on.

My adviceto you fellow Tawijihi
studentsnext time, whenitislate at
night and you become discouraged,
instead of holding your head in your
hands and convincing yourself that
failureisjust around the corner, look
towards the sky, toward the stars
that shinethere and say to yourself:
those stars are my goal, and for as
long as they are there, I’ll be able
to find the strength that | need, not
only to continue, but also to suc-
ceed.
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Frank McCourt still not free

The life of an Irish-American writer

Interview by Ruba Mimi,
Lana Kamleh, Ahmed
Hasna, Mohammed Joulani
and Mahmoud Ansari

t a time when for
eign affairs seem
to have becomean

extremely valued tool for
diplomacy, and in the wake
of the various events that
helped in remodeling the
World Order, specifically,
the events of 11 September
2001, anew initiativeisbe-
ing designed by theUS De-
partment of  State.
‘CultureConnect’ is an in-
ternational initiative whose
goal is to improve global,
cross-cultural understand-
ing with a focus on young
audiences aged 12-25,
something that Bart
Sexman, Senior Advisor at
the State Department and
Special Coordinator for
Culture comments on by
saying: “Young people
overseas have very limited
accessto American culture.
What they getisMTV, Rap
music, pornography, very
violent movies, and very
violent video games; that is
all part of our culture, but it
is avery small part of our
culture and the job of the
government is to at least
show the rest of the cul-
ture.” He goes on to de-
scribethe program asanon-
political one, designed to
create “mutua understand-
ing and respect amongst
people; thisiswhat wedo...
it'sal wedo.”
Theprogram utilizesthe
talents of people from di-
verse backgrounds and dis-
ciplines - the arts, business,
sports, government, poli-
tics, and education - through
selecting CultureConnect
Ambassadors, who interact
through the program with
“young audiences on sev-
eral levels addressing as-
pects of American culture
beyond the stereo-types.”
During the last week of
February, the US Consulate
Genera in Jerusaem hosted
one of the CultureConnect
Ambassadors, Frank
McCourt, the Irish-Ameri-

can author and renowned
teacher. As the interactions
continued between M cCourt
and the group of young peo-
pleinvited by the Consul ate,
general commonalitieswere
discovered; for example, the
fact that both McCourt, asan
[rish-American, and Pales-
tinian refugeeshavelivedin
similar circumstances.
McCourt isthe author of
two books, Angela’s Ashes
and’ Tis: AMemoir Hisfirst
book stayed 117 weeks on
the New York Times hard-
cover bestseller list. In addi-
tion, McCourt won the
Pulitzer Prize, the most pres-
tigious prizein literature.
Frank M cCourt wasborn
in Brooklyn, New York but
raised in Limerick, Ireland.
He had ahorrible childhood
asaCatholicinlIreland, due,
in part, to the hundreds of
years of conflict between
Protestants and Catholics
there. McCourt introduces
himself by saying “I'm
Frank McCourt, teacher and
writer, New York, Irish,
American, young man.” He
says that he started writing
when he was eight or nine
yearsold but adding, “| was
old when | published my
writings’; areference to the
fact that he only started to
write serioudly after spend-
ing over 30 yearsteaching at
one of New York’s most
prestigious high schools.
McCourt’s classwas known
asthe best and most popular
classinthewhole school. He
says with a bit of a laugh,
“They liked me, because |
was too easy with them.”

A Dark Childhood

McCourt’s writings talk
about avery poor childhood.
Says the author, “I grew up
in Ireland; | was taken from
New York to Ireland.” He
tellsusthat his mother, who
had six children in five and
ahalf yearsonly tolosethree
of them, “wasemotionaly in
very bad shape.” He contin-
ues, saying, “Wewentto Ire-
land. | was miserable, we
were poor, and my father
drank... he was an alco-

Photo: Niveen Shaheen

McCourt at the Freres College- Jerusalem

holic.” McCourt finished his
education when hewasonly
14, worked for about five
years, collected somemoney
and immigrated to the US.
He then became a teacher.
After retiring, McCourt re-
turned to writing, concen-
trating on his suffering as a
child and ateenager and en-
couraged by his students
who would tell him, repeat-
edly, that he should write a
book each time herelayed to
them one of hismemories of
his childhood. At first,
McCourt was reluctant to

Catholic Vs. Protes-
tant... Moslem vs. West-
ern Christian

The background of the
conflictin Ireland is mainly
about sovereignty over land
and the battle between two
parties, namely, the Catho-
lics and the Protestants. As
a result of the conflict, the
Protestants felt superior to
the Catholics, who, gener-
ally speaking, were very
poor. After the events of 11
September, the world began
to fight an unseen enemy,

write a which
b ook F< > Fom any
about his consider
miserable The path from tobels
child- lam.
hood, and Fear to Freedom Wher
decided asked
to concentrate on writing about the natural tendency to

one that was “happy and
witty and funny.” He later
decided, however, that he
“wanted to show what it is
like to be poor.” No one can
dispute that McCourt had a
wealth of information from
which to draw: with no re-
frigerator and no electricity,
hisfamily hadto shareasin-
gletoilet with 16 other fami-
lies, something he comments
on by saying, “Yes, as you
mentioned, it was just like
living in arefugee camp.”

compare between the con-
flict in Ireland and the one
involving the West and Is-
lam, McCourt says, “When
| was teaching, | kept ask-
ing the people in charge of
the school, ‘Why can’'t we
teach something called com-
parativereligion? Why can’t
we teach Judaism, Bud-
dhism, Islam, all religions?
Theanswer would awaysbe
‘No’. There was a lot of
fear.” Although the people
in charge of the school did

not agree with McCourt, he
“did it anyway,” since he
taught comparative litera-
ture, which involved the
studying of several texts
from different cultural back-
grounds and religions.

What About Education?

McCourt tells us that
there were no textbooks at
his school and that the stu-
dents had to memorize eve-
rything. He adds, “We
learned alot of Irish and how
the Irish suffered, and we
learned basic arithmetic. Un-
fortunately, however, they
did not encourage us to ask
guestions or to be curious.
They would tell us some-
thing, we would memorize
and believe it, they would
examine us, and we would
give it back to them.”
McCourt then goesonto de-
scribe another kind of edu-
cation; the one he gained on
the street.

They Were Also Throw-
ing Stones in Belfast

McCourt wanted to
know more about Palestin-
ian youth, to go beyond the
images of youth throwing
stones at Israeli soldiers,
which aretheimagesthat the
media usually portrays. He
saysthat he understandsthis
phenomenon of stonethrow-
ing because Irish children
and youth in Belfast threw
stonesat British soldiers. He
adds, “What isvery frustrat-
ing is that, here we are in
2004, having failed to ad-
vanceasingleinch fromthe
fights of thousands of years
ago; we dtill have the same
war, the same hatred.” He
then asks, “Why don't we
haveagrest |eader, or agreat
nation, that would say, ‘We
will not fight again, we will
lay down our arms; if you
want tokill us, go ahead and
kill usin the presence of the
world’ 7’

Immediately after asking
the aforementioned ques-
tion, McCourt shareswith us
a story about New York
where, on Saint Patrick’s
Day (when Americans of

Irish descent take part in pa-
rades dressed all in green),
agroup of Irish homosexu-
als wanted to take part in
the parade. McCourt ad-
vised them to refrain from
fighting with thosewho did
not want them inthe parade
or to go to court regarding
the issue, suggesting, that
they organize something
different, a “parade with a
different color.” He then
adds that were he a Pales-
tinian, he would search for
something creativeinterms
of resisting occupation. “I
would arrange a huge,
funny, humorous, beautiful
parade, involving maybe
one color or a number of
colors, that would go up
and down by the wall,” he
says, adding, “We need to
get the poets to sit down
and talk about what we can
do.”

Freedom!

McCourt believes that
the most important thing a
person or nation can have
is freedom, and that it is
freedom on which people
should focus during times
of great suffering. He ex-
plainsthat he used to write
two ‘Fs ontheboardinhis
classroom with an arrow
between them and that the
arrow represented the path
from fear to freedom. “We
areall afraid,” hesays, “but
we can move toward free-
dom.”

McCourt nonetheless
acknowledges that he has
not succeeded in freeing
himself completely. “I till
havemy problems, my life,
decisions | make, and re-
grets...” he says. “I have
regrets involving my
mother and family...I am
not completely free.” He
pauses for a second, then
asks, “Butwhois?Only idi-
ots are completely free.”

N.B. Unfortunately,
TYT couldn’t find neither
of McCourt’sbooksat any
Pal estinian bookstore.
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