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‘Don't trust the green
light!’ said our guide, Roni, in
2 tone displaying genuine
concern. “Before you cross
the street, you need to make
sure that the cars havae
stopped. Remember’™ Sud-
denly his tone changed and
smiling, he toldd us, "Welcome
to the Holy Land.”

bk wam ey first angroduction o the
dangers posed by rowd iraffic i 1
he during a two-werk
trip last year. Why so much hysteria |
Winaght ior mysell; afier all, I feit as afe as
:hnh:hummh:rwsppwhn
we drove around in our couch, which
pitﬂuup-mwum:mm:m-,
site we vinifed and depemited us, safely,
night outside the hotel fobby once we ar-
aved bome. The trsih bs, a that poios, § had
never had o mancuver @ sngle crimaing
by fool, and | was therefore wimewhat
amused by the wammng.
Today, bowever, | find mysell paying
lumeﬂhﬂimlnnhulmnmulm

=

illill.lini---tquinng

an-ar-conditioned-coach’ 1oanst. On the
contrary, | am gong to live here, work here.
and be o pan of the daily ife, with all fts
agrecablencss and diagrecahlensas; o hasd
I 8Ddegroe um. Tomy fing ‘entrince 4o ie-
alary,” I reacted wirth shock and i gnad o
how can the inurance Tor a rental car be 35
high as the rental fee? 1 found the anawer
after only an how or s in Tel Aviv's .
bour traffic you need good msursnce!
Hack in Germany, | loved o drive My
car, bistening o mvy favorite mamic - ob, what
a wonderful fecling of freedom’ When my
boyinend and I amived in Tel Aviv. Bow
ever, there was only one thought melafing o
freedom on my mind - my freedom 10 de-
Cile mever 1o drive & car by ihis coumiry, the
reason | gave o my boyfriend being thai |
Am unable b curse in either Arahic or He-
brew. The task of driving therefore fell ey
my boyfriend. Within a single day, and in
spiic of being as ignoram as | was in regard
11 1 Kb lendpe oof Arabic and Hebrew curs-
g, he wan 1o become an expert on the kingd
uf driving “techniques” w previlent here an
lurmel/Pabestine, nidt 10 mention extremely

pressions of:

a German volunteer:

aware of 1b¢ necessity 1o nlwavs kieep one
Fuand on the ham

AT the wtart of our ‘o war experience,”
we were tken aback by the reaciions we
withessod when we stopped for a pedesinan
eneamp the road  Behind us, otber diiven
instanily started to sound therr homs and
curse, while in frond of us, the pedestnan we
were allowing 1o crons resembled a stanled
deer ax he stood there, freeen, a look of con.
Tusion on his face, having apparently forgor.
fen what he wan supposed ta do, namely,
crows the road! Upon discussing the mciden
with a “local,” whe found o telling of our
Hory mos amusing, we learned that in all
prchahiliny, this wan the first time ever thar g
car had stopped 1o give the pedestrian in
Huestion right of way and allow him 1o.¢roms
i nafeny

This b my third week i ferusalem i,
With the rental car no longer at my disposal,
I findd evysell iving on the *oiher niike, ie.
a% b pedesirian, rather than o driver. The
WO part of thas, | would say, i tho being
3 pedestrian, | do not have o hom of my ow
This means, of course. i | have 10 be very

Esther Konieczny

Lierman Yolunteer

b, nol leasd of all becagse it has already
Becoume evident o nie tha European tour-
vets i rentn] cars and swatly sarmilar dey ing
habits 10 my own are few and far hetween
and thar generally speaking, 1 lake my life
it miy hands each and esery time | cros
a roaul

I alten hear about the s called * Jeruilen
Symidroane,” and umil recently, belicved il was
causnd by the effect of beimg im wich close pros
ity 10 the vanoun religions symbals of the
Ihre grean monotheistic religrons. | am iow be-
BEnnang ko wosklker, osvever of 6 n copued Iy
the fear, terror, wnd pure frusirtion imolved in
dealing with kocal romd wralfic. In enber case,
e sl Believe i Giod. (I one doss pol iben
e s ondy one ublemnative - s stay 5 bome?)
Ualil merw, ['%e reves cumaldered miyself @ reli
e petindics, bagh | have o sdmiy . has
ing hatl conuderable experience here as
MRCE T ke am, vy TR bn Gos hais been en
hanced. | s longer smply make sure thal 3 cae
has slopped when | try o croas @ road - T alse
semdd @ ABOTT pruyer in which | ask i resch
e opponine niide iwnlanned. o fag s waorked

Fean anly bope tha My Ay couinee o b
EHawirind

FONTLE
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