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ople lie, others die, people sitresults in the death of 32 people and the in-:cuss . as,1 <1558l eif Jlasi ¢ 55,0 o8 cyas

P:nd wonder why...Four years agojuring of 74; the bride and nine children are
the second Intifada started, andamongst the injured...Bloody clashes tak
four years later, we, the two nations whaplace following the Friday prayers at Al-
live here in the Holy Land, are still suffer- Agsa Mosque; three Palestinians are kille
ing. and 31 injured, whilst on the Israeli side,
An Israeli mother cries for her soldier 16 soldiers are injured and two killed.
son who was blown up whilst on his way  This is the kind of life | have been liv-
home for the holidays. A Palestinian motheing since 28 September 2000, the kind o
cries her three-month old daughter who wakfe | now consider ‘normal.’ | do not want
killed in a bombing attack whilst feeding. to live like this. | do not agree with what is
A soldier cries for his best friend who washappening around me. The problem is, a
seriously injured in a shooting attack. Aan individual, | can change nothing. | am &
Palestinian patriot swears to God that he wilPalestinian and | am ready to fight, but do
seek revenge for the death of his brothewant to kill? No! Though, as | said, I'm
who was killed when the house in which heready to fight...for the right to live, for the
was taking refuge was demolished. same rights that teenagers all over the worl
Breaking news...A 24- year-old Pales-take for granted, to be able to study, to visi
tinian blows himself up in Jaffa Street kill- my family and friends any time | choose, to
ing 11 others and injuring 43, nine of whombe treated as a human being, and to live
are in a critical condition...An attack thatlife that is truly normal.
takes place during a wedding party in Gaza
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D r \J O h n WOOd e I I . ::rz]ltjir;i:\a/lvivniid&?ﬁlohammed Joulany

TYT Reporters

“Palestinian Youth are Great!”

“ You have the power to change the world like no other
generation before you. Your generation is special, and I ask
you to hold on to your vision. I want to see more heroes,
younger than I, and I believe that the greatest heroes
sometimes come from the darkest places. The world needs to
learn from you, so hurry and grow up.”

T his was Dr. John dering why some people had s

Ruba Mimi &

Mohammed
Joulani (TYT
Reporters) in-
terviewing Dr.

Woodell, New
York, USA

Woodall's message to much power while others had nq
the young people of power at all. At the time of the war|
Palestine. Dr. Woodall is psychia- in Vietnam, he saw his country|
trist from the United States. Af- become divided over the choice o
ter completing his he University war versus peace, and it was the
of lllinois, he received his train- that he became seriously interestg

;r;?ylr;fpséy;”r;glr%?g Zzhhethté?"v;é_ ;nrgl?g;n%vgﬂézgéei: Zb;igilt?\iz?;people from'diffgrent s'ides to- worse, but sometimes, for th'e bet-the efforts qf vgrious youth-ori-
cepted a post at Harvard Univer-logue with each other and thereb ether, you mewtab]y find that ter, such as what happened in EasEnted organlzatlpns, would grow
sity, where he has been sincereduce the possibility of conflict or hey V\./ant.the same th[ngs, not Igasﬁermany and the former Soviet to be Ie_adgrs with thg necessary
1999. His area of interest is re- further conflict. of _Wh|ch is a better Ilfg for their L)mon. Woodall pgrso_nally bg- determination an'd vision.
covering from trauma, and to  Whilst in medical school, c_hlldren and to hglp their cc')mm.u-lleves that thPT volatile S|t.uat|on in When asked if he. had a mes-
date, he has worked with refugeeswoodall became increasingly i Nity. Woodall noticed that in this the region will not co_ntmge for sage for .Palestlnlar? youth,
from Cambodia, Nicaragua, and terested in conflict resolution andregard, women often take .the leadmuch longer and th_at it is impor- Woodal.l sa_ld that he thlnks.they
Central America; he also spent analthough he was keen to enter thEe algo noticed that, having enatant to ;tart preparing our youth Woyld find it helpful tq consider
entire year running a refugee pro-field, he was reluctant to abando led different groups of people to.and'equ them with a knowledge their problems acpordlng toaglo-
gram for Croatian and Bosnian his medical studies in favor of ancome together gnq talk a}bpu_t theyof Q|ﬁerent approache;, they will bal rathgr than M|ddle_ Eastern or
refugees and has worked with entirely unrelated field of study. It hopes and.as.plr_a_tlons, it is inevi-enjoy success when it comes toPalestinian perspective and en-
both the US State Department andwas actually his wife who openedtably .the similarities, rather than sqlvmg the problems asspuated sure that they devglop thg skills
the United Nations. the door for him. One day, Woodallthe dlﬁerence§, that.became thavith any future opportur_uty for necessary for helping their peo-
Woodall is the founder of a came home very late from his Studfocus of any dlscuss[on. Accord-peace. \{lolence, hg said, is a natu-ple in the futurg. They need, for
not-for-profit organization called ies at the hospital and, in respons' g tp Woodall, chusmg o_nIy on ral reaction, especially when peo- example, he salq, to concentrate
“The Unity Project,’ the four ba- to his wife asking why he was solne fmdlng of political solutions is ple feel powerless, and yet, thgremore on education a_md_to open
sic principles of which are as fol- late, explained that he had beeft mlgtake because Whgn such d!ss no doubt Whatsoevgr that vio- channels of communication with
lows: talking to his patients. “So why notCussions take place yvlthqut_thglrlence creates more V|oIer_10e andpeop!es all over the world, n_ot
* All human beings possess become a psychiatrist?” his wifet,’e'n_g any gttempt to flhd_Slmllarl— that only by stopp.mg the circle of only.m or.der to garner hellp in
dignity and creativity. had asked. “You already spend alﬁ|es in the lives of those involved, violence and looking for other so- dealing with the current political
people become defensive, so delutions will peace ever prevail.  situation but also in order to ben-

* All human beings should re- your time talking to your patients!” X . . o ;
spect each other and the dignityShortly afterwards, Woodall de_fenswe that any form of real dia- efit by equipping themselves with

of ‘the other.’ cided to use psychiatric training adogue becomes difficult, if not im- New Leaders the tools they will need when they
* People express their dignity a way of investigating how differ- possible. Dlsc_us‘smg ones: hopes Woodgll .expressed C(_)nsider- beq‘ln thelr_ professmnal careers’.,
in different ways, both as indi- ent groups communicate with eac/ind dreams with ‘the other,’on theable optimism concerning the Palestlmap youth are great,
viduals and as part of a culture, other. other ha_nd, opens the way fo_r &oung people in the region and said Woodall. “Never befgre haye
thus the idea of unity and diver- more intimate, more human dia-their ability to find solutions in a | come across such a patient, kind,

sity. - logue. peaceful manner. Commenting on hospitable and wise group of
*We can rely on the strength Finding Hope the fact that both the Palestiniansyoungsters. It is because of them
that comes from our dignity when Woodall is currently in the The Conflict and Israelis have very old leader- that, eventually, the situation will

responding to various crises in PrOSESS of writing a book, the name  \woodall has visited the region ships, he mentioned his hope thatchange. They can make a differ-
our lives, and we can utilize our 07 Wich isFinding Hope Focus- 4 total of seven times, with his firstthe youth of both sides, thanks to ence.”
vides. ' Tecent one in December 2003 an A Valuable Lesson |

A substantial part of the work cludes stories |nVO|V|ng Bosr“anhas amassed considerable exper| I

of ‘The Unity Project’ is the de- g/lvuesrl]'néso’si?asrr:'igv(\f:rgﬁ?; iﬂ;‘:nce in providing training in con- I Whenlived in Croatia, the Croatian people did not want mqto
veloping of training programs in /- - L e of Bosni lict resolution not only to Pales- | help the Bosnian Muslims so they made it very difficult for mp to
schools as well as other activities >0 e oW IN€ People 0T B0SNi&inians and Israelis, but also to Oth'l be with my Bosnian friends or to do anything to help them. @ne
designed for youth, the aim be- ¢V Efter losing loved onest;]n theyrs in the region. Whilst doing so,‘ day a friend of mine invited me to Croatia to visit the childreryat
ing to teach young people skills WT’ eco;m_ng PriSoners S”.“ﬂe observed that because of the®  the Saturday School, so | went, along with my translator, to hear
that will enable them to create °c "o @NC IN SOME cases em(g.,\,n suffering, itis often extremely 1 \ynat they had to say. My friend asked the children, “What is §he
united communities in the face of "2Ped Or tortured, were able to exgifficult for people to hear about b first thing a Bosnian Muslim should do when he enters Croatid?”
terrible situations. In addition to penencde _hoge agaw;r.]VYOOdall dl'lsand appreciate the suffering of othd 4o which the children replied, “The first thing for a Muslim to

New York City, Boston, and other coverlf_ n hosnla la %enera Yers, and that in some cases, thel  gnce he is home is to forgive the people living in his housd” |
areas in the United States, theP <o 9: t_te aehop_e N f‘f_?amc?umply stop listening. ‘ .1 was amazed, so amazed that | asked my translator to repeatlvhat
project is currently being imple- :gr?esrsrié)rll S\[/)vle?eostil?\gglge Stg ;r:g Speaking about the ‘wall, he had said. How could the Bosnians forgive the Croatians; they
mented in Bosnia and will hope- . coura)g/;e to continue living theirwogda” said that he considers it had stolen their homes, killed their parents, raped their sist§rs,
fully soon be implemented here . = .20 L S L Y terrible statement relating to they  made their situation unbearable! The children continued, sayjng
in Palestine and Israel. Ves, giving Ir chi sense of hopelessness currentll in a single voice, “And the second thing a Bosnian Muslim jas

their local community in the proc- being experienced by both the Palg 1o do is to ask the people living in his house if they need hejp.”
ess the hope needed in his bookstinians and Israelis. He addeoi

Now | was more than amazed! Even though their teacher wguld
The Early Yea_rs he focuses on how the world coulthowever, that history is unpredict-¢  haye been perfectly justified in encouraging them to fight ghe
Woodall grew up in a very learn from their example. able and sometimes changes with  croatians, he chose instead to give them another option agd a

poor family with few opportuni- Amongst other things, Woodall gmazing speed, some times for thd

ties and he was constantly won-discovered that when you bring D S (VAL L2 L7 RS 2 ey
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The UN and Pigs...

£ £ United Nations” | said to shot. That does not mean, howevesage of males and are separatexn only describe as a cement ‘ofthere be in taking my complaints
the blonde 22-year-old that it is not a perfect example ofwith a red plastic block, while thefice,” which is manned by moreto someone whose job it was to
soldier who had pointed the daily humiliation to which Pal- third, which is set apart with a cedsraeli soldiers. Interestingly, oneinterfere in the daily lives of Pal-

to the UN symbol on the bag | hacestinians are subjected. ment construction, is for the pascan only tell that they’re Israeli by estinians by combing a number of
placed on the wooden table.” |  The checkpoint, which cuts thesage of females. their uniforms; were they not in humiliating measures and calling
don’'t work with the UN,” | ex- journey from Ramallah to Jerusa- Being a male, | am by now veryuniform, the diverse features ofit security?
plained, “but | do believe in its lem into two, is located close to thefamiliar with the two lanes on thethese young men and women, The fact is, even if the
principles and in human rights.” Qalandia refugee camp. It has deright. Sometimes people just stangome of whom are fair-skinned,Qalandia checkpoint and others
“| too believe in human rights,” veloped from just a simple road-there in silence, waiting for theirsome of whom are dark-skinnedlike it were to suddenly disappear,
the soldier responded. block manned by a couple of Isturn to pass. At other times, how-some of whom have blonde hairit would be of no benefit to the

Most of the time, | unplug my raeli soldiers who would now andever, due, no doubt, in part to insome of whom have black hairPalestinians in Gaza who died as
feelings and reactions when | pasthen get down from their military credible frustration, they tend tosome of whom look Arab, some ofa result of being attacked with Is-
through the Qalandia checkpointjeep to check the IDs of drivers pile up in front of the gray metalwhom look Russian, Polish, or Af-raeli shells, or to those who con-
which | do on a daily basis. Thispassengers, and pedestrians intopsison-like turnstiles doors, some+ican, it would be hard to placetinue to live in fear of further at-
time, however, | could not. Look- formal ‘official’ checkpoint. Con- times fighting to get through. It isthem. tacks, just as it would be of no
ing into the soldier’s eyes, whichsequently, one finds today a bizarrep to a soldier standing tens of On this particular day, therebenefit to the owners of the 200
were partly hidden by his regula-architectural mix of stone and lightmeters away to press, or not pressas a female soldier with wisps ofor so homes in the Jenin refugee
tion helmet, | told him, “Well, | gray metal covered in dirt and dusas the case may be, one of two bublond curly hair sticking out from camp that were destroyed by Is-
find that rather strange, your sayand little evidence of the potholedtons - one red, one green - therebynder her helmet waiting for me,raeli bulldozers. Even if we were
ing you believe in human rights.” asphalt road linking Jerusalem wittallowing a single person to passurrounded by a group of dark-able to get rid of checkpoints in
The soldier was obviously an-the West Bank. through. Oftentimes, people geskinned male soldiers. She asketheir entirety, it would still not be
noyed. “You cannot believe inhu-  West Bankers are forbidden tdtrapped’ inside the turnstile doorfor my hawiyah(ID card) as she ‘enough’ because the main issue
man rights,” | continued, “yet still pass through the checkpoint withand are forced to stand there, pustapped her fingers on the red andiere is the need to end the occu-
be prepared to do what you're dotheir cars. The same restrictioring its metal bars, as they wait tagreen buttons. As | gave her mypation and the constant Israeli
ing.” “But this is the law,” said does not apply to Jerusalemitdind out if the order to allow them green ID, which reveals, automatimilitary interference in the daily
the soldier indignantly. | shook (blue ID) Palestinians, and yetto pass has been given by the butally, the fact that | come from thelives of the Palestinian people.
my head then told him with asmany do not even bother to attemption-pressing soldier. West Bank, | glanced at the but- As | reached the other side of
much self-restraint as | couldto pass because of the constant traf- Once through the door, onetons and said, “You know, it's notthe checkpoint, instead of cursing
muster, “Well, there shouldn't befic jams, especially during the rushcomes face to face with a hi techight.” Without waiting for her in- as many others were doing, |
a law that allows you to treat Pal-hours. metal detector machine of the typevitable response, | continued, saychose to focus my attention on the
estinians like pigs.” At that point,  From a distance, the checkpointhat one finds at border crossingsing, “You're treating us like pigs.” words of a song by Bob Dylan:
the soldier attempted to try anddoes not give any indication of thethe airport, and buildings with a“Pigs?” she asked, looking all sur- )
convince me that he had nothingntricate, three-stage proceduréigh level of security. | personally prised. “Yes, pigs,” | answered. “If HOW many times must a man look
to do with the decisions that wereawaiting those who arrive therebelieve that the machine is proyou have any complaints, then g
made concerning the checkpointFirst, one must get out of the vehigrammed to ring, at least oncetalk to the ****” said the soldier

€ Jdgi Jgils

0000000 POOPODOPO®O®0O® By:saleemAl-Habash
TYT Reporter

0Before he can see the sky?
' Yes, ‘n” how many ears must one

although he could see, by the lookle in which one is traveling andwhen a Palestinian passes througising a word that | did not under- 4 have

on my face, that his protest wasvalk along a small road, dipped init, though of course, I have no waystand. Only later was | to discovergefore he can hear people cry?

that she had been referring to theyes, ‘n” how many deaths will it
The Qalandia checkpoint ischeckpoint, you can see the cement The final stage includes twohigh-ranking soldier who deter- take till he knows

considered one of the ‘better’blocks that define its ‘borders.’ Yousub-stages; first, one passes thoughines how matters should be conThat too many people have died?

West Bank checkpoints inasmuclwill then be confronted with threeanother door, which is controlledducted at the checkpoint, not, ofThe answer, my friend, is blowin’

as only from time to time do peo-different lanes: the two on the rightby the same button-pressing soleourse, that | had any intention ofin the wind. o _

ple get beaten up, arrested, oare generally set aside for the pasdier, and then one arrives at what $peaking to him; What point would 1"€ answer is blowin”in the wind.

falling on deaf ears.
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Remember 2 Live

First, | was dying to finish my
high school and start college.

And then | was dying to fin
ish college and start working

Then | was dying to marry an
have children.

And then | was dying to se
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my children grow older so | coul Ol JUs Lags
go back to work ol culey
But then | was dying to retire OlaYl culs (a pl o)1
And now I'm dying O] &y padh o) toald Lagag
Suddenly, | realize that | for- Oliag Gas Al i
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got to live
Don't let this happen to you
Appreciate your life
And enjoy each day
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A Poem with No "‘

Name *

Street signs marking settlements
Hebrew, English, and when not crossed o
or faded

Arabic

Crossed out or faded
Crossed out or faded
Whitewashing street signs
Whitewashing history

A mockery of the land

A mockery of the people
I’'m starting to understand the importanc
of naming
I’'m starting to understand why every refu
gee can name her family’s original villag
and the new address of its various me
bers, which in many cases, is the name
a prison, the prison where they are beir
held
The prison that she most likely does n
have permission to visit
I'm starting to understand why every mal
tyr has a poster in his name, with his ph
tograph, on the walls of every city, villagé
and camp
The same cities, villages, and camps tt
the street signs forget
The same cities, villages, and camps t
have been forgotten by history becau
thus far, history has been written by t
winners

And thus far, justice has not won
| imagine a new permanent exhibit at Ya
Vashem like the one they have now
The room of mirrors and candles
(Or is it one candle reflected hundred
thousands, six million, twelve millio
times?)

The room where, as you walk through, y¢
hear the reciting of names, victims of t
Nazi Holocaust
Names that are so many that the tape
yet to repeat itself

| imagine a room a bit like this

But where every destroyed Palestinian
lage is named

And every victim of Al-Nagba is named
And every refugee is named
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And every prisoner is named | ’;’;":L ‘,‘a‘f" s
And every prison is named ”ﬂ ;mj."’f >
And every uprooted tree is named I mf"f !
And every demolished home is named n‘;‘ m";m

. ‘-."a
And every town trapped behind the we Y1 S ¥y

is named
And every victim of the Jewish psychos
of fear is named, including you and |
And | imagine every Israeli, every Zion
ist, every Jew walking through that roor,
And seeing herself
And seeing himself
Reflected in the mirrors, in the names,
the light of the candle
Reflected hundreds, thousands, millions
times

As many times as it takes
Until there is not one more rabbi who cg
look me in the eye and say
“This settlement was built on empty land

By Hannah M.
Boston, USA
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The Search Continues
Aya Tahhan

16 years old, Jerusalem

| have not written for a while

Yet here | am, writing a poem for no one

And what is more, | am doing it without being haunted by the past.
Something for which | thank God B\
When the memories of my broken hert come o mind,

| would feel sad and cry 4
But now | am happy, having said my goodbyes - b
Now, at last, having left the bad guy behind s

| can search for the ‘right one’ "'!
Now, at last, | can live my life normally \j
But whilst taking great care to protect myself

From the tricks of boys, their lies, their deceiving ways =
No, nothing will make me commit the same mistake twice\,\ /{,—
Still, | cannot help but wonder sometimes, S~
How could he lie to me when all | showed him was love?

If | were him, | would be unable to sleep at night

And would feel guilty about tricking my beloved

If I were him, | would be haunted by the things | have done

The heart | broke, the eyes that | claimed to love....

Yes, he hurt me but life is too short to let him do so any longer
Instead, | will search for the right person, knowing that when | find him,
My love will make him feel like a prince
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Life between
Checkpoints

It's 5.00 pm, and I'm standing waiting at the Qalandiya check-
point, half way between Ramallah and Jerusalem. To reach
Ramallah via the checkpoint is not usually difficult, though of
course, there are always exceptions. The problems begin in l i

earnest, however, when one returns to Jerusalem and finds
oneself standing under a 20-meter long ‘roof’ that covers the
queue of 100 or so people awaiting their turn to pass through
one of two iron turnstiles, one of which is for men, and the
other for women. Whilst border guards order people to pass
through the turnstiles in groups of four or five, the sense of
claustrophobia that accompanies the wait increases, as does i
the general sense of uneasiness.

Israeli Soldier -- wires -- Pale{l‘inians

Christian Schossi
9 Photo: Qalandia Checkpoint (TY

German volunteer

Today, as | wait to cross theclaustrophobic atmosphere behinguestioned. As to the checkpointsives of the Palestinians living in cession of a young boy whilst on
checkpoint, | appear to be the onlyne | breathe a sigh of relief. Nevekhat the Palestinian Authority in-the Occupied Territories. For ex-their way to their wedding party
foreigner, which in itself, made again | think to myself, then won-stalled at the time, although | wasample, a short trip of say 15and how they get out of their small
me feel uncomfortable. To makeder, how on earth do people copguestioned the first few times Ikilometers now entails that onecar and stand to watch the pass-
matters worse, the fact that thevith this kind of pressure everycrossed them, as time went on anchanges taxi two or three times. Oing convoy of mourners. Sud-
‘roof’ is made of corrugated iron single day? the Palestinians there got to knowop of that, one has to climb overdenly the mourners are gone and
means that those waiting under- The lasttime | passed an Israeline, the only conversations thatoadblocks, stones, and piles oRana is left standing alone. De-
neath become hotter by thecheckpointin order to reach Jeruwould take place would be thoseubbish, and, having experiencedpair, fear, anger and hopelessness
minute and the heat, combinegalem from the Occupied Territo-about the film I'd just seen or wasthis kind of indignity, one inevita- overwhelm her, and she runs back
with the body odor of those wait-ries was seven years ago whengdlanning to see on my next visit. bly feels like one is being treatedo the car where the camera moves
ing in line, makes the whole wait-was working at a rehabilitation  Things, unfortunately, haveas some kind of terrorist. It is re-around her as she sits, motionless,
ing process most unpleasantcenter in Beit Jala that was estalhanged a great deal since | waally incredible; Europeans can flyon the day of her wedding, trying
Some people wait patiently,lished to help young disabled Paliast in Palestine. With the Intifadafrom Germany to Italy, for exam-to come to terms with what it
putting their faith in God and try- estinians. During the 18 monthshow four years old, the mistrustple, without even needing to showmeans to be a Palestinian.
ing to ignore the fact that the waitthat I spent working at the center between the Palestinians and Israer passport, whereas here in Israel/ For foreigners, the reality of
at the checkpoint has become rossed many checkpoints, but nqis is greater than ever before, anéalestine, Palestinians - and indeslife in Palestine is difficult to com-
‘normal’ part of their everyday once did | experience anything ashis mistrust reflects on foreignersforeigners as well - are unable tgrehend and in many cases, they
lives. Others, however, are gettingwful as what | experienced todayike myself whose papers are nowravel to the next town or village tend to settle for the illusion rather
nervous and begin to shove anat Qalandiya. Seven years agGscrutinized at every given opporwithout having their papersthan seek out or confront the re-
push. Suddenly, two men standwhen | wanted to visit Jerusalemunity. Today, the Israeli securitychecked several times. ality. Said Abu Assad about this
ing to my left begin to argue, andto see a movie | would usuallyofficer checks my papers notonce, The Palestinian filmmaker tendency, “When the abnormality
within seconds, a battle of wordsmake the journey by bike and input twice, pausing only to take aHani Abu Assad has succeeded inf barriers and occupation be-
ensues. What would happen werg10st instances, | did not have tquick glance at me and, no doubtconjuring up some very impressivecomes an everyday reality, normal
a real fight to break out, | askpass any checkpoints except th@onder to himself what I, a for- visuals to portray the reality of thethings like love and marriage turn
myself? The answers | come upne at Bethlehem, where, havingigner, was doing on the PalestinPalestinian existence. In the filminto fiction. This is life in Pales-
with make me feel very nervous.showed the border police my redan ‘side’ of the checkpoint. ‘Rana’s Wedding, for example, hetine now. My aim is to challenge

When | get to the other sidepassport, | was in most cases al- |t is frightening how the Israeli shows how Rana and her bridepeople’s minds through cinema.”
of the turnstile and leave thelowed to pass without even beingsecurity’ polices are affecting thegroom get stuck in the funeral pro-

H O e rything, the anchor that stops ushow you that the opportunity tosometimes believe that the onlyand despair.
Alexander Barghouthi from floating on the waves of dark-change things, to overcome theinswer to your problems is a mira- My frignd, I app_reci:_ate the
10th Grade, Friends School Ness and despair. If we lose hoprS'faCIeS that gonfront you, a_nd tele, you'd be wrong, because, afact that it is becoming increas-
Ramallah then we will inevitably fall into the improve your situation still exists. |east in my opinion, the only an-ingly difficult to stay afloat in the

bottomless pit where only failure Thanks to hope, there is alwayswer is hope. You don’t believemidst of this terrible storm of vio-

What is hope? One cannolng disappointment and nothindight at the end of the tunnel, nome? Look at the Iragi people, at théence and aggression when the
help but ask this question wherg|se await us, so never give up hopeatter how long and dark the tunalestinian people, those who lostind of agony and anger seems
today, in this world made of steelyecause if you do, everything younel, because all tunnels, eventuallyverything they loved or valued,to be blowing more strongly than
and stone, one does one’s best {py1ye will be lost. come to an end. their homes, their possessionsgver before, but we should not
reach the top but inevitably falls  ajj of us have been broughtto  Open your eyes, my friend, anctheir money, their loved ones. Didgive up. Instead, we should fight
at the last moment. In this world,oyr knees now and then by a problook around you, then tell me whatthey raise their arms in despair andntil we breathe our very last
asingle mistake can shatter on€m that we've been unable to deayou see. Even if you try to ignoreabandon their dreams? No, they dibireath and our very last drop of
dreams. | always wonder howyith, put the trick here is to under-the fact, you know, deep insidenot! Instead, in spite of facing im-blood spills from our veins. Re-
people allow themselves 10 tUMstand that in spite of our doing ouithat what you see is hatred, paingossible conditions, they workedmember, if you lose hope, that
into savage, merciless beats anflest, it is our lack of knowledge,fear, injustice, persecution, suffernight and day to replace, wheresame hope that gives you power,
then walk over the corpses of othexperience, or resources that hasg, killing, mercilessness, chaospossible, the things that they losenergy, and keeps pushing you
ers to get what they want? Whycaysed our failure, not our characand despair, but you also see somand they continued with their lives,forward, no matter what, then the
should only the strong surviveres. yes, defeat can be a bitter exthing else - survival. Questions likecarrying the memories of the onesbattle will be well and truly lost.
while the weak lose everything,perience, one that can tear yottow and why no doubt keep youthat they lost in their hearts, bed, for one, want to win, and that is
though law and justice are supposapart, but instead of becoming anawake at night just as they do megause they realized that, using hopehy | continue to put my faith in
edly on their side? I will tell you, g1y and desperate, you need to turdnd you continue to seek answersg light the way, they would even-hope and why | now ask you do
my friend, hope is the key to evehings around and rely on hope tdut the reality is, although youtually escape the tunnel of darknesthe same.
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The Most Wonderful Days of My Life...

I o remain at the samethat whatever the headmaster haglse contact with one another. I felef all, as a way of thanking mythe graduation ceremony, my

By: Enass El-Bitar
TYT Reporter/Gaza

school for an entire 12 to say, it was better to know thegompjetely lost. Although the Schools for all it had done for me.friends and | were called up to the

years could possibly truth than be left in the dark. My headmasters voice was akind and | did indeed study exception-podium, one by one, to receive our
be considered an unappealing ideiend was right, but her words didreassuring one, it was no Iongeﬁ”y hard that last year in schookertificates. As | was handed mine,
by some students, but not by mélittle to comfort me. music to my ears, and | hardly paioﬁnd did my best to avoid thinking| pid farewell to my school, know-
In fact, the 12 years | spentat my The meeting began, and, as exa—my attention as he went on to wisf@bout how the time for my friendsing that from that day forth, my
school, years spent working hardpected, the headmaster began talls "y syccessful future, so focuse@nd | to say goodbye was rapidlyyays there would be nothing but a
under the guidance of my teaching about the fact that this wouldWas | on the fact that more thar@Pproaching. 1 also, however, mad?hemory.
ers and principal, were really thebe our final year at school and thalything else, what | wished wag point of doing anything | could  shortly after graduation, | took
best years of my life, and in manyit was extremely important that wes, my days at school to continuet® strengthen existing friendshipsmy final exams, and then spent the
respects, | regret the fact that theyake full advantage of our remainindefinitely so that my friends and- it is easy, after all, to makenpext few weeks anxiously await-
are over. ing time there and work extremely, would never have to part. friends, but harder to keep them ing the results. | need not have

I remember an incident thathard toward getting good results in Later that day, | sat at home irthe hope being that, upon leavingyorried: | did very well, and when

occurred at the end of the year thaur final exams. This part, | hadgjjence thinking about the years §chool, my good friends and || heard the results, my eyes lit up
preceded my final (Tawjihi) year expected, but | had not expecteqilad spent at my school and thinkwould remain in contact. with both pride and pleasure.
at school. The headmaster calledhat was to come... ing how awful it would be to have ~ The days passed quickly, and  athough 1 still miss my days
my classmates and | in forameet- What the headmaster told Usyg jeave and never again be withefore we knew it, the exams wergyt school, | feel | have benefited
ing, a meeting | instinctively in his usual eloquent manner, wagy| my friends. At first, | feltincred- around the corner, as was oUimmensely from what | learned
knew would revolve around thethat as well as studying hard, W‘?bly sad, but then, thank God, itgraduation party, which was due tqnere, part of which was that al-
fact that we were about to enteshould also prepare ourselves me’b‘egan to dawn on me! Rather thatake place before, rather than afthough all good things must come
our last year at school. “In lesstally and emotionally for the e”dsit feeling sorry for myself, why ter, the exams. Our graduation wWag, an end that does not mean that
than a year, I'll be leaving here,”of the school year as, once the fi;, promise myself to make thencredible! For a day, we, theihe ending of one good thing can-
I kept thinking to myself, and sud-nal exams were over, my clasSpost of my last year at school and@wjihi students, were the stars ofyot result in the beginning of an-
denly, I felt very sad. My sadnessmates and | would never again begre that my family, teachersthe school, and our excitement angither. Now, thanks to the success |
was visible to my fellow class-together as a group. Moreover, he g of my course, my dear princi-Pride was clear to all as we donnegchieved in the exams, | am ready
mates, as evidenced by the facaid, in all probability, few of us 4 \yould be proud of me foreverour graduation gowns prior to theyg begin a completely new life, the
that one of them told me | lookedwould remain in touch, the ten-yeg {hat is exactly what | wouldactual ceremony, at which point, lxey to which is university. Will my
as if | had been slapped in thedency being for students to go theify, . focus on my studies, not orshed a few tears, though nobodyfe at university be as wonderful
face; she then proceeded to tell mewn ways after leaving school andyg igea of leaving school, not leasgPPeared to notice. At the end oks my schooldays? | hope so...
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By: Sylvia Woudenberg
Atlas-college in Ypenburg
[ ] [ | [ | ] ™ n = - - The Hague, Holland

S:ing in the tram with We do not have to deal with war. pe? No, in The Netherlands, wesessful. | no longer have any hopand religious groups who make
a

y classmates, I think ~ Later in the day, we are showrpre far more preoccupied withthat my dream will come true.up the population of The Nether-

bout how nice and re-@ film. There is a boy, still grow- things like enjoying the rich world Even if | had a beautiful car, thelands are able to live in peace.
laxed the atmosphere is but thefd up, still full of hope. He laughs i which we live and complaining Israelis would shoot it to piecesEventually it is agreed that the
begin to wonder what life is like @ l0t, but behind the laughter, ong\hout not having the latest train-As to football, | know that | will Palestinians and Israelis could
back home for the Palestinian pardetects a lot of fear; the fear of begys to hit the market, and suddenlyjever become a great footballefive together in one land but as
ticipants. Do they have tramsing Killed, the fear of being impris- | fee| ashamed. because Palestine does not haveleng as there are two leaders, one
there, or has Israel destroye@ned, the fearoflosing one’shome  one of the girls, who works asstrong, national team. So, do youepresenting the former, and the
them? Is everyone able to usé0 Israeli aggression. It saddeng radio broadcaster, tells us abowvant to know what my dream isother, the latter. It is also agreed,
them? If you are caught travelling™e t0 know that in Palestine, merher |ife. She says that she is luckyiow? It's to be exactly like you.” however, that the wall should be
without a ticket, do you merely@nd boys have to keep watch giecause, through her work, shé get goose bumps as | listen taaken down as there is no valid
get a fine or are you likely to benight so that their loved ones caran give hope to younger Palesthat last sentence, and, judging byeason for splitting a country into
shot as a punishment? sleep in safety and peace; it sadinjans, adding, “I often hearthe looks on the faces of the auditwo and in stopping part of the

A short while later, we arrive dens me even further when, lateyoung children saying, when lence, | am not alone. To be likepopulation from visiting their

at ‘Museon’ (?2?), and | am overJn the movie, the boy sees anothejrow up, | want to be just like us, to live in peace...such a simfriends and family who happen
whelmed by the friendly way in child killed by the Israelis. you.” A few more of the Palestin-ple dream, and yet, so seeminglyo live ‘on the other side’.
which we are received by the Pal-  The film finishes and ten jang speak, and then a boy comégpossible to realize. | say, live in peace, respect
estinians we meet there. Looking/0Ung Palestinians stand up at thg, the front. He is shaking, and |  Nextcomes a discussion abouthe other’, even if he or she has
around, | see young people froniront of the hall. They are agedyssyme that he is nervous. The hdfte wall and the question of thedifferent beliefs and opinions,
all kinds of backgrounds and ofetween 15 and 20, and | coulthecomes deadly silent. The boy inkand on which it is built and its because only when that happens,
different cultures and religions,easily be one of them...but I amyoqyces himself and then says, “fightful owners. In my opinion, it will the people of Palestine and
and | cannot help but feel proudot. In The Netherlands, there ig;sed to dream about owning a bigloes not matter whether the landsrael have what they really need
of the way in which The Nether-N0 war, no oppression, we don'tcar when | was older, that | wouldbelongs to the Israelis or the Pal- peace, safety, and mutual re-
lands is so welcoming of diver-have checkpoints all over thepecome a professional footballegstinians, the fact is, the two peospect - not only for themselves,
sity. | also feel relief that in The Place, and we do not constantlyy|aying for the Palestinian na-ples should be able to live inbut also for future generations.
Netherlands, unlike in Palestinefear for our lives, so how could Itjonal team, that | would be sucpeace, just as the different ethnic
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