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Simone Suskind
Speaks to TYT:

recently
heard about
a  project

originating from Belgium, the
purpose of which is to improve
the musical situation in Palestine,
in part, through arranging concerts
and musical lessons, and in part,
by collecting musical instruments
for Palestinian students. The
TYT subsequently arranged to
meet with one of the heads of the
project, Simon Suskind. As well
as heading the project, Simone
Suskind also works in various
capacities on issues pertaining to
the Middle East and those relating
to equality between men and
women and Israeli-Palestinian
dialogue, the aim of which is the
reaching of a peaceful solution for
the conflict in the Middle East.
The idea for a project focusing
on improving the musical situation
in Palestine first emerged two and
a half years ago when the director
of a famous musical ensemble,
ICTUS, came to Palestine and
Israel to see what could be done
in that regard. He then returned to
the region, bringing with him the
details of a project, which began
two years ago, the idea being
that the ensemble would send
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MUSIC IS CU

famous musicians to the Palestinian
conservatory in Ramallah and to
the St. Joseph School Academy
in Nazareth every three months to
give students lessons focusing on
different types of music.

One of the activities that were
subsequently organized involved
two famous Belgian music
conservatories inviting professors
from the conservatories in Ramallah
to give master classes in oriental
music to Belgian students. With
time, it became clear that there
was a dire need for more musical
instruments in Palestine, and that is
what motivated the people involved
in this particular project and with
Oxfam Solidarity, together with
the members of an association
specializing in handicrafts, to
launch an international campaign
called ‘Music Fund’ in order to
collect musical instruments for
Palestine. Worthy of mention is
the fact that if the project proves
successful in Palestine, it will later
be implemented in other countries,
the Congo being one example.

The  campaign to  collect
instruments will take place over
one weekend - 15" - 16™ April -
in all Belgian musical academies,
and various Belgian municipalities

and schools. During this particular
weekend, cultural activities,
including three concerts, to be given
in different locations, will take place
all over Belgium. Performers at the
concerts will include Saleem Aboud
who will perform in either one or
two of the concerts along with a
number of Belgian musicians. The
campaign does not only involve
the collecting of instruments but
also, where necessary, repairing
them. Moreover, if not enough
instruments of a certain type are
donated, then new ones will have to
be bought.

Suskind told us that two Belgian
ministers, the Minister of Education
and the Minister of Culture,
are members of the committee
organizing the campaign. “By
having very well-known people
like the two ministers lend us their
support we are hopeful that others
will follow,” said Sylvie. “The
campaign has already gained the
support of two classical musical
radio stations, and we are hopeful
that with enough support, we
will be able to ensure that enough
instruments are available, on
an equal basis, for the various
Palestinian areas. It is our aim that
the instruments should be spread

all over Palestine, including in the
refugee camps, and to ensure that
teachers are properly trained.”

The main difficulty that the ‘Music
Fund’ faces in Palestine is that those
behind it have limited contacts in
limited areas, the main contact until
now being Suhail Khouri, director
of the National Conservatory. “We
don’t want the project to be limited
to Ramallah or Nazareth,” said
Suskind. “It worries me greatly that
it is proving extremely difficult for
us to find contacts in places such as
Gaza and the north and south of the
West Bank. The second worry I have
relates to the question of ‘What’s
the benefit of having instruments
if there are no teachers to teach
them?’ We are planning to talk to the
Palestinian Ministry of Education
and to discuss with officials there
the idea of providing students in
schools with musical training and
also, perhaps, giving some of them
this training in Belgium.”

Suskind then told TYT the story of
her friend, Saleem Aboud. Saleem
always had a gift for both classical
music and science, but when he
finished school, he decided to focus
on the former. It was then that his
parents helped him by sending him
to Haifa and Jerusalem in order to

Interview By: Dalia Nammari &
Saleem Al-Habash

TYT Correspondents

receive the proper training. All of
Saleem’s relatives and neighbors
were against the idea, saying things
such as “Why music? He’s gifted in
science and he could easily become
an engineer instead of a musician,”
but Saleem’s parents not only fought
the opposition to Saleem studying
music in Nazareth, they also fought
that regarding his decision to help
train others in music.

Suskind believes that music is
actually a double-sided coin, one
that can prove beneficial in both
times of war and peace. “When
I see the willingness of young
people to learn music in such a
difficult situation, and when I see
the ways in which learning music
can help improve their characters,
I feel very happy,” said Suskind,
adding, “Music feeds the soul, and
is of vital importance in difficult
situations such as that faced by the
Palestinians that we feed the soul as
much as we can, because only if the
soul is nourished is the individual
capable of facing the problems
that life throws his way.” She then
concluded by telling that “music is
cultural resistance that can change
things in a far better manner than
physical violence.”
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TYT Reporter/Gaza

Between Social Restrlctlons and the Tools of Globalization

As Palestinian teenagers, we
often feel that we are living two
completely different ways of
life. The first is our life as Arabs,
which is characterized by strict
social behavior and restrictions,
the second, a life that is full of
new technology, where there are
no limits, where everything is
permitted and where we can use
the tools of globalization — the
Internet, Chat, and the many other
tools that make the world a global
village - freely. The question is,
when we think about our lives,
and our future — which life should
we choose?

The following report is based
on interviews with a number of
Palestinian teenagers as well as a
foreign teacher with many years of
experience in dealing with young
Palestinians.

My first interview was with a
19-year-old university student,
who said, without hesitating,
when asked for his opinion
concerning the two different
ways of life, that it is our lives
as Arabs and Palestinians upon
which we should focus as “doing
so protects us from the many
dangerous things that exist in the
world of globalization.” He added
that although he uses the tools of
globalization for specific purposes,
he prefers a life characterized by
social restrictions rather than open
technology.

Globalization is
“amazing”!

My second interview was
with a 16-year-old girl, who
was obviously very much into
the latest fashions and had a
completely  different  outlook
to that of my first interviewee.
She was excited to talk about
the tools of globalization, which
she referred to as “amazing” and

said that she depends a great deal
on them for keeping in touch with
others. “In fact,” she said, “I spend
most of my time on the Internet, and
I can’t imagine my life without it.”
Asked about her life as an Arab, she
responded, “Our life in the Middle
East is full of restrictions. Parents
and teachers are always telling us
what to do, saying ‘You should
do this,” or “You should do that.’
I prefer freedom over this kind of
‘rule,” and I’ve already decided that
when I’'m a mother, I will encourage
my children to live as modern a life
as possible, to have open minds,
and to use all the technology that’s
available to them.”

My third interview was with
a young boy of 15. He appeared
slightly confused when I asked him
about his thoughts concerning the
tools of globalization versus social
restrictions and freely admitted that
he sometimes finds himself torn
when comparing the pros and cons
of globalization and the associated
tools to those of the traditional Arab
and Palestinian way of living. “I
use the tools,” he said, “but at the
same time, I appreciate our more
traditional lifestyle, and at times, I
find it hard to achieve a balance.”

Important Benefits

PYALARA‘s youth in the Gaza Stnp A GLANCE of hope amidst sufferlng (Photo By Osama Damo)

My last interview was with a
young woman of 21. “I think,” she
said, “that both globalization and
our traditional way of living have
important benefits. The reality is,
our customs and traditions are
extremely important. On the other
hand, we cannot live in isolation.”
The young woman went on to say
that we should have open minds,
protect ourselves with our morals,
and know what’s going on, not
only regionally, but also on the
international scene, in order to be
more aware and better equipped
to deal with the challenges that
life throws our way. “We, as
Palestinians, should never forget that
we are Arabs though,” she warned.
“We have our own traditions, our
own values, our own customs, and
it is important that we do not lose
sight of these when using the tools
of globalization. The chemistry
among the different Arab peoples is
unique and completely different to
that found amongst other peoples,
and it would be a tragedy if it were
ever lost.”

After concluding my interviews
with  young  Palestinians, I
interviewed a European teacher
who has been teaching Palestinian
teenagers for many years. She told

me that at first, she had been happy
to live in Gaza with her children
and that she had preferred living
there to living in Europe as she had
felt there was much less, if any, risk
of her children becoming involved
with drugs, alcohol, or other things
that could cause them harm. “I saw
that in Palestine, people’s morals
were very important to them,”
she said, “and I was hoping that
this would have a positive effect
on my children’s upbringing.
Sadly, however, I discovered
that, like every other society, the
Palestinian one has many, many
problems, the main difference
being, unfortunately, that here, the
problems are kept hidden, which
in my opinion, is a very dangerous
thing.”
Need for Honesty and
Transparency

The interviewee continued,
saying, “I think it’s very important
that we be more honest and
transparent in our dealings with one
another. Although it’s sometimes
good to put limits on personal
freedoms, especially when children
are involved, I do not necessarily
agree with some of the ways in
which our freedom is currently

being restricted, including by
social restrictions. The way I see
it, there’s a real danger of many
teenagers getting ‘lost’ in the
middle of globalization on the one
hand and social restrictions on the
other, especially if they’re fairly
naive.”

The interviewee went on to say
that although there are obvious
benefits to talking to others,
via, example, the Internet, and
learning from their experiences,
one has to display good sense in
terms of sorting the good from the
bad and making sure that learning
from others is not at the expense
of forgetting about one’s own
traditions and values. “I feel,”
she said, “that parents can play
an important role here in terms of
helping their children to combine
what they learn from society and
what they learn thanks to modern
technology, but that will only
be possible if they at least make
an attempt to understand the
technology so that their sons and
daughters do not feel as if their
parents are on another planet. In
short, parents should remove the
fence that separates them from
their children by themselves
becoming ‘technology savvy’;
only when that happens will
the gap between traditions and
modern life be eliminated.”

“The key word, in this regard,
is ‘time,” said the interviewee.
“Parents must find the time to
talk to their children, to discuss
things with them, to show more
of an interest in their lives,
including the technology that has
become so important to them.
Once this happens, they will be
in a better position to ensure that
their children are growing up in a
modern world whilst being fully
aware of the need to hang on to
traditional values and beliefs.”
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