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Studying Abroad Between

the Dream and Reality

W < S S N I NI O NN O\

Palestinians have studied in many different countries of the world, and each year
thousands of students begin new education in foreign countries. Many countries allover the
world encourage student exchanges in the belief that both countries will be culturally and

educationally enriched.

Studying abroad, in addition to education, one can pick up or improve language skills,
experience a different culture, make friends from across the world, experience new politics
firsthand and most of all one will gain self-confidence as living away from home helps one
adjust in the transition to college and adulthood.

But wait! Studying abroad isn’t that piece of cake one may think ,as like any other
experience one may live, studying abroad has its troubles, hardships and disadvantages.

Despite the many efforts one makes to make the experience studying abroad as easy as
possible. However, moving from the country of citizenship to another is a complex matter,
and careful preparations are necessary if one is going to reap the benefits.

True Stories

In order to discover even more about the experience of studying

abroad, TYT gathered some stories from different people.

An Opportunity of Mingling
with Different Ideologies...

| am now a sophomore majoring in
communication engineering in Jordan and
the reason why | chose to study abroad
is that being somewhere else other than
your country you will have the opportunity
of mingling with different ideologies and
meet people with different thinking waves
others than those we are familiar with in
Palestine, add to this that Palestine is
not a technologically developed country
thus the gain of experience is considered
to be minimal, studying abroad helps in
developing the sense of responsibility, life
experiences, and career experiences. On
the other hand studying abroad is not a
bed of roses, it is also a long rocky road
with many difficulties like being away from
those who you love, family and friends, in
many cases you face a total different life
style and hard mind-sets to get along with.
The way | see it is crucial for every young
man/woman studying abroad to consider
coming back and work here in Palestine
since it is our duty as Palestinians to help
develop and build this country that is
struggling to grow, for me not considering
that is an act of selfishness.

Ahmad Hassna
18 years old
Princess Summia College/ Jordan

Students are Mobile Qil Barrels
After studying one semester in Birziet
University, Palestine, | had to leave
Ramallah for being a holder of Gaza ID,
so | decide to complete my higher studies
in Jordan especially | wasn't so convinced
with the idea of studying in the Gaza Strip.
| studied in the Jordanian University for
Science & Technology "JUST", and | was
specialized in the Civil Engineering. | have
chosen JUST as it is considered one of
the best universities in Jordan in addition,
| knew that Irbid is also considered one of

the most interesting places to spend the
studying years in.

During studying there, the main obstacle
| always faced was the residence, as
Irbid's original residents used to suffer a lot
of students who rent their places and run
away after a while without payment, so my
mates and | used to always face problems
convincing the owners of our good will. In
addition most of the residences owners
were asking for very high rents as a result of
the huge number of students coming from
the Gulf area, where they used to think that
such students are mobile oil barrels !

Studying abroad gave me greater self-
confidence, when | was among my family, |
used to solve a lot of my personal problems
by myself, but being by your own gives you the
sense of obligatory that you have only one way,
which is solving your problems by yourself, the
issue that created my new personality. One more
thing, studying abroad makes one recognize
how precious is it to live with a family .

In order to reap the benefits of the
experience of studying abroad one must
keep in mind that studying abroad isn’t as
easy as one may imagine , and while one is
there , he/she shall try to make use of each
moment of living away from home.

Osama Y. Damo
27 years old
Gaza

To Meet the West in the East
Two years ago, | was required to take one
of the hardest decisive decisions a human
being would ever take. It was the decision
of where to study and live for the next
four coming years of my life. Since these
four years are considered to be crucial for
determining my future status and lifestyle,
| was always worried about it. | wanted to
study in Palestine but unfortunately many
forces where pushing me to the choice of
studying abroad. The first main factor was
the instability of the political situation. On
the other hand, | wanted to experience the
American educational system by attending
an American University in the Arab Gulf.
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So before taking the decision of studying abroad one may ask himself/herself:

* Am | willing to cope up with new things - everything from foods to social situations?

* Am | comfortable making my own decisions, such as what time to leave for school, which
courses to take, and how to deal with conflict and change, without family or friends around

to help?
* Do | like to take risks?

* How have | handled complex and new situations in the past?

If you really hate change and don't like the idea of handling things out all on your own,
then studying abroad may not be suitable for you. It's really important to think about your
comfort zone and to be first of all honest with yourself, as not to end up miserable far away
from home if you aren't! Of course, if you are willing to change such things about yourself
and don't mind tackling them head on, then studying abroad may be an ideal way to take

the plunge.

This, | thought, will enable me to meet the
West in the East and experience technology
in a traditional inspiring atmosphere.

After some searching | decided that
the universities in the U.AE were my
goal. It's one of the most developed and
rich countries in the Middle East. News,
advertisements, and even people never
stopped talking about the United Arab
Emirates and how charming Dubai is.

The moment | arrived to Dubai airport
and stepped outside | realized | am to face
a totally new life experience starting with
the country's unbearable hot weather!

Another problem | faced was the ignorance
of people about the Palestinian case in
particular and about politics in general. From
the first week | started explaining to people
how Palestinians live under occupation and
what we suffer from. | was told through my
talks that anything concerning Palestine and
Israel was banned from school. Anything
involving Israel in books was crossed out.
But this doesn’t mean that my stay here
hasn't benefited me.

Living abroad gave me valuable
experience among various fields. First,
| learned how to take care of myself and
be responsible for every single issue in
my life. | am now responsible for cleaning,
grocery shopping, washing my clothes,
arranging transportation, making living
arrangements, and many other things
that | never did while being at home. This
changed my life drastically from being totally
dependent to becoming a more matured
independent person. Second, being a
student in an international university helped
me understand and appreciate different
cultures. | started to realize how different
people deal with different situations they
face and that even though we are different
in race, we are all human. Finally, | got the
opportunity to explore and understand how
businesses work in developed countries
and how | should take advantage of the
various techniques used.

Furthermore, studying abroad gave me a
great chance to experience other cultures
and deal with people from almost all over
the Globe. This enabled me to be more
respectful and careful when dealing with
people. Also | learned how to express my
ideas in a diplomatic way without hurting
others emotions.

When my time here is done, | plan to
return back to the motherland and work
there for the rest of my life because a one’s

dignity and pride is only in his/her country.

Mohammad Joulani
20 years old
Jerusalem

Enjoy Studying in Normal
Circumstances

I’ m a macaronis engineering student at
the University of Jordan, and it s my last
year.

| wanted to obtain a career that is of a
great future; on the other hand, | wanted
to study at a much known recommended
university. And above all | wanted to enjoy
studying in normal circumstances far away
from the crises in our country and for sure
far way from curfews and checkpoints, and
that was what | found in Jordan.

Living away from my parents made
me a different person for sure, it made
me a reliable person, a person who lived
many experiences and had to deal with
them by his own ,

And for sure it made me know the real
value of family and how they make our
lives get easier and better.

One difficulty one may face studying
abroad is that it's costly enough which
prevents many students from continuing
their studies and drives them home.

| didn’t notice that big difference between
the education in Palestine and Jordan ,
and if time were to go back again , | would
choose to study in Birzeit in Palestine to
enjoy living under the family protection
as we have a long time ahead where we
can be totally independent and take the
responsibly of ourselves and others.

Khalil Al Khateeb
22 years old
Jerusalem
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Name: Mu'ayad Alayan
Age: 20 years old
Nationality:
Palestinian
Occupation: Full-time
eye of Palestine and
part-time fiimmaker
Address: Wherever
ideas fly and
struggling exists,
main office, Beit
Safafa (village next

to Bethlehem with a
population of around
8,000)

Gifted with: A creative
mind and a twinkle in
the eye!

Mu'ayad, a resident of
Beit Safafa, graduated from
the Freres High School in
Jerusalem and then, with his
GCE Certificate in one hand
and his dream of becoming
a filmmaker in the other,
departed for San Francisco in
order to fulfill his dream.

Mu'ayad brother and sister
once told him, ;You have to
choose one of two things:
to study something that you
don’t like and become rich
financially, but not in terms
of happiness, or to study
something for which you have
a passion and find happiness
in your work, even knowing
that you will never be rich.
Being well aware of the fact
that money can never buy
happiness, Mu’ayad knew that
his future was in art and film
making, and so it was that once
in San Francisco, he signed up
for afilmmaking course offered
by alocal cinematic institution,
there being no suitable course
on offer in Palestine.

Whilst studying in America,
Mvu’ayad made many short
films, never forgetting his
country Palestine or his
village Beit Safafa nor the
daily lives of the Palestinians
living there. Examples of his
short films include one about
the Palestinian folk dance,
the dabka, one about the life
of a young Palestinian girl,
and a third about two young

buulall vl vguo

men, one Palestinian and
the other Israeli. Suddenly,
however, halfway into his BA,
Mu’ayad decided to return
to his homeland, Palestine,
to use what he had learned
for the benefit of his village
and his country. It should be
mentioned here that Mu’ayad
has presented several of his
films and documentaries in
San Francisco, Boston, and
New York, including a feature
story based on his father’s life
in Beit Safafa and another that
focused on his friend, whose
problems with his identity
have isolated him and his
father from his mother and
sisters. His work has been
received very well, so well, in
fact, that he was awarded the
sought after Kodak Award.

Mu’ayadisnowconcentrating
on a filmmaking project
involving 12 young people
from Beit Safafa, aged 16-17.
Whilst  constantly teaching
them about the filmmaking
process, he is helping them to
produce their own short films
and documentaries using his
personal equipment in the Beit
Safafa Club without the benefit
of any kind of funding and
relying solely on his talents
and expertise.

Asked about the subjects
on which he tends to focus,
Mu’ayad said that he prefers
to deal with social issues rather
than political ones because the
majority of people are fed up
with politics and are looking
for something new that takes
them away from their routine.
He always, he added, focuses
on real stories involving
people he knows personally or
that he has heard about from
others. He then mentioned that
the films being produced by
his team of young filmmakers
are due to be shown during the
Palestinian Festival in London
and the Arabic Festival in San
Francisco.

In addition to his filmmaking
projects, Mu’ayad is also

involved in an exhibition,
which is being held at the Beit
Safafa Club and whose subject
is the Palestinian Nakba
(Catastrophe). The exhibition
includes both old and new
pictures relating to the Nakba
as well as a short slide show
about Beit Safafa itself and
how it was divided into two
areas. Most of the residents
of Beit Safafa have now seen
the exhibition, as well as one
of the Palestinian films that
Mu’ayad presents at the Club
each Friday.

Another project in which
Mu’ayad is currently active is
one involving the preparation
of two documentaries, one
about his family, and the other
about three Tawjihi students
from Beit Safafa, two of whom
are musicians, and the third,
an academic genius. The aim
of the second documentary, he
explained, is to follow the lives
of the three young Palestinians
and see how far they will go.

The most difficult problem
he faces these days, said
Mu’ayad, is a lack of funds,
without which it has become
almost impossible to embark
oncertain projects and see them
to fruition. Another problem,
he added, is the fact that very
few people are willing to help
with the projects without any
kind of financial reward. He
mentioned in this regard that
in San Francisco, a group of
five or so people would get
together to exchange ideas
and experience relating to film
making without money ever
becoming an issue.

Palestine is clearly full of
creative young people like
Mu’ayad. The problem now
is how to use their talents and
expertise, given the limited
resources, to make their
dreams, and those of others,
come true.

Ruba Mimi
TYT Reporter
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