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Interviewed by:
Tamara Al-Sous

anda Safieh is a recent graduate

with an MA in Music and Cul-
ture. She lives in London and is now
working in music education. Randa
is the author of a research study en-
titled, “Identity, Diaspora and Re-
sistance in Palestinian Hip-Hop”.
You interviewed fourteen hip-hop artists.
Give us a brief account of the differences
and similarities between Palestinian and
American-Palestinian hip-hop artists.
Both groups of hip-hop artists tackle
many of the same themes and topics,
such as identity, the political situa-
tion in the Middle East, U.S. foreign
policy, racism, discrimination, gen-
der issues and pride in one’s heri-
tage. Both endeavor to preserve tra-
ditional values, to narrate their own
history and to resist oppression.
Hip-hop artists living within Pales-
tine and in the diaspora use hip-hop
in two very different cultural, social
and political contexts. For Palestin-
ian-Americans hip-hop is a channel
for the recreation and reformulation
of their transnational and hyphenat-
ed identity; in Palestine it is part of
the struggle against the occupation.
You mentioned that hip-hop music in Pal-
estine is a means of resisting occupation,
how so?
The late Edward Said once said that
in the case of a political identity be-
ing threatened, culture is a way of
fighting against extinction and oblit-
eration. Many Palestinian youths
have chosen hip-hop because it is
a creative and non-violent form of

Upoo Qud

resistance. Palestinian hip-hop con-
tinues a long tradition in Palestine
of the use of music as a political tool
and a symbol of national identity. It
is not alien to tradition either since
they tend to draw upon traditional
Palestinian musical influences.

How does hip-hop compare to other patri-

otic songs, especially those from the first
Intifada?
In many ways hip-hop relates to the
protest music sung during the two
Intifadas, of 1987 and 2000. It was a
simple form of music, usually based
on the well-known folk songs, and
effectively worked to spread news.
The political struggle became a
constant theme in Palestinian po-
litical songs, called ughniyya siya-
siyya “Political song”. Traditional
folk lyrics were substituted with
political lyrics becoming a running
socio-political commentary of the
resistance to the Israeli occupation.
With an all-embracing oral tradition
that permits music to freely reflect
the socio-political trends, Pales-
tinian hip-hop is not alien to these
trends, and is in fact very much an
extension and a development of the
Intifada songs.

What about censorship in Palestine? Do
hip-hop artists face problems with censor-
ship?

Censorship, financial limitation and
travel restrictions are serious obsta-
cles. For example, DAM’s music is
not played on Israeli radio stations
and PR, also known as Palestinian
Rapperz, who are from Gaza, were
also forced to cancel performances
in France due to a ban from travel-
ing imposed by the Israeli occupa-

tion. In the States, the Philistines
were banned from performing at
a festival in Chicago by the Chi-
cago city counsel, and Fredwreck,
a commercially successful Palestin-
ian—American producer was denied
airplay for his track Mr. President.
How does the American audience relate to
American-Palestinian hip-hop music?
Palestinians in particular feel that
they have found a common form
of expression that opens doors for
them within a society that has little
or no exposure to the Palestinian
predicament.

What is the role of women within the Pal-
estinian hip-hop movement?

The few women who have been
involved in hip-hop since its com-
mercial inception have endured
much prejudice. Female Palestin-
ian hip-hop artists, nevertheless,
are an important alternative voice
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of resistance, both in their status as
the indigenous Palestinian minor-
ity within Israel and as a minority
group within the Palestinian hip-
hop community.

They have found a way to speak on
behalf of other women whose voic-
es and lives have been marginalised
in public discourse, especially on
issues of sexual politics. Of the
known female Palestinian hip-hop
artists within Palestine/Israel, there
are Arapeyat (meaning ‘Arab’, ‘rap’
and ‘girls’), a duo from Akka in Pal-
estine 48, and also Abir Zinati from
Lid.

What final message would you like to send
to Palestinian youth about hip-hop?

As a movement with rising momen-
tum, it has created a community for
young Palestinians that transcends
national boundaries and traditional-
ism in music. It succeeded in mobil-
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ising social cohesion and bridging
the distance between young Pales-
tinians living within Palestine and
those of the diaspora, whose paths
might otherwise not cross.

Hip-hop has shown that colonised,
oppressed and marginalised peoples
will always find a means to repre-
sent themselves, and to narrate their
own history and struggle, against all
odds. The celebration of Palestinian
culture and identity through music
is therefore a form of non-violent
resistance against the eradication
of a separate Palestinian national
identity with all the rights that in-
ternational legality guarantees for a
nation, not in the least the right of
self-determination.

For the full version of the re-
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