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Jenin Farmers Association has started in cooperation
with the Copi-Italian cooperative the execution of the
rehabilitation of agricultural land and increases their
productivity in the three villages of the villages close
to the Apartheid wall in the province of Jenin, these
villages are Jalbun, Arbuna and Faqqua. The project
target area of land is 150 Dunums and the number of
beneficiaries is 30 farmers, the project includes the
cultivating and cleaning the land and building walls,
digging wells, planting rainwater seedlings almonds
and olives, as well as the cultivation of 90 dunums of
Homs. Beneficiaries have received seeds as revolved
loan for the Bank of seeds at the end of the season.
Jenin Farmers Association and Jenin Agricultural
Directorate completed a training course in mush-
room cultivation and production for women farmers
in Jaba, Marka, and Yabud. 50 women participated
in the training course which included three theoreti-
cal sessions and one practical meeting through which
they cultivated mushrooms. These courses aim to
build farmers capacities, to provide income and to
improve their families’ economic level.

Jenin Farmers Association distributing seedlings to
farmers at subsidized prices, as the number of dis-
tributed seedlings is 13500 seedlings of all varieties
of Almonds. The activity was not limited to Jenin
District but extended to other provinces as Ramallah
and Tubas. This project is a semi-annual project for
the benefit of farmers.

Qalgilia Farmers Association Initiated the imple-
mentation in cooperation with farmers, funded by
ACDFP the distribution of sheep to poor families in
the Azoun Atmeh Village, in the presence of a rep-
resentative of PARC, beneficiaries and the project
committee, which was formed earlier and included
organizations operating in the village in addition to
the formation of the Advisory Committee, which in-
cluded PARC and the Directorate of Agriculture.
Qalgilia Farmers Association is holding honoring
Celebration for Farmers in the memorial of Earth
Day. The Celebration will be held in the 2™ of May
2009

Appreciations and thanks

... the Republic of Yemen, The General Union
of Syrian Peasants, Moroccan Union for Ag-
riculture, The General Union of Farmers and
breeders in Libya, The General Union of Su-
danese Farmers, The Palestinian Agricultural
Relief Committees (PARC) and The Union of
Agricultural Work Committees (UWAC).

PFU would also like to thank the Foundation
Union of Turkish Chambers of Agriculture
(TZOB), La via Campesina and ACTED.
Special thanks to all individuals who partici-
pated in this conference representing their coun-
tries, organizations or personal.

For all of them our love and appreciation for
their efforts

PFU Programs achievements
in 2008

.. whole 500 farmers to the optimized irrigation
practices.

While the project activities implementation, it has
been noticed a bad management of the irrigation net-
work by the municipality of Jericho. In that frame-
work, an international consulting company has been
hired to assess the problems encountered concerning
the network management and to propose solutions
to improve this management. A French consultant
came twice in Jericho, after 15 days of work (gath-
ering information, meeting with the irrigation coop-
erative, the municipality of Jericho, the Palestinian

Olive oil Program: During April the program con-
ducted several visits to new locations in order to in-
troduce olive farmers to the benefits of joining the
program, these new locations are Senjel, Der Abu
Meshal, Beit Dajan, Kufen and Zawata. Noting that
these locations are located in various districts of the
West Bank.

Public Relations Department: PFU Public Relation
Officer Rula Al-Khateeb held a meeting with Miss
Hiba Al-Daher/ IFAP Mediterranean committee
coordinator and Mr. Kees Blokland/ Director of
Agriterra, where they discussed the situation in
Palestine with particular attention to the situation
in Gaza Strip. In addition to discussing the project
submitted by PFU to Agriterra on Building the
Capacities of Farmers Associations.

Projects and Programs Department: During Israeli
Aggression on Gaza Strip a PFU implemented a
project to supply medical equipments and laborato-
ries for three hospitals in Gaza funded by the Mo-
roccan- Palestinian solidarity group amounted 20
thousands USD.

Projects and Programs Department: PFU Finished
the implementation of two projects one of them is
amounted 129 thousands USD in partnership with
the French organization ACTED fund by OCHA.
Throughout this project, 1500 disadvantages families
were provided by food baskets included fresh vege-
tables, fruits and Olive oils. While the other project is
amounted by more than 171 thousands USD funded
by OCHA, this project aimed to provide 2000 food
baskets with the same contents from farmers directly
to beneficiary families. Noting that farmers benefited
of food baskets projects those affected by the aggres-
sion, as PFU Purchased their products, especially
that they are suffering from prices decreasing and in-
ability of marketing their marketing as a result of the
Gaza strip circumstances.

Projects and Programs Department: in Responding
for PFU Appeal to help the Palestinian Farmers in
Gaza Strip During the Israeli Aggression on GS, CIA
(confederazione Italiana Agricoltori) held a Bazaar
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in Italy in which they sold Wine and Olive Oil for
the benefit of the Palestinian farmers, so CIA donat-
ed by 3500 Euros for PFU and PFU transferred this
amount as food baskets for needy families.

Projects and Programs Department: SDC (the Swiss
Agency for Development) as a partner organization
also Responded to PFU Gaza Appeal and they pre-
sented 10 thousands USD for the benefit of Gaza
Strip, PFU transferred this amount as food basket for
needy families in GS.

PFU signed an agreement with GEF, the Agreement
amounted by 28 thousands USD aims to activate the
cultivation of local melon in Jenin District, this kind
of melon is known by its high quality. Previously
large amount of this melon used to be exported to
Jordan and the Arab Golf Area markets.

Agronomist Dalal Atari from PFU will participate
in “Agriculture and Climate Changes” International
Conference on which will be held at Copenhagen/
Denmark in the period between the 25th to 29th of
May, 2009 in The International Federation of Agri-
cultural producers (IFAP) with its headquarters in
Paris is the main organizer of the conference and the

related events in the form of a seminar on agricul-
tural development perspectives, a seminar on co-op-
erative development, Conference on agriculture and
climate changes, Enlarged Board meeting and finally
An excursion to a Danish farm and bio energy plant.
Qalgilia Farmers Union: On the memorial of Earth
Day PFU, PARC, Microfinance Association and
Qalqilia Farmers Association Volunteers and Em-
ployees in Qalgilia District held cultivation cam-
paign in Kufer Thelth/ Azoun, in the so-called area
oyoun which located close to Karni Shamroun Set-
tlement. Tens of volunteers, Employees and farmers
planted olive trees in the above mentioned area, as
the owners of these lands are prevented from reach-
ing their lands.

Olive Oil Program: Mahmoud Al-Qadi, the pro-
gram Field coordinator mentioned that the program
could market 95 tons of olive oil form 2008 season
amounted by 2 million NIS for Olive Oil Producers
in the West Bank Districts.

Olive Oil Program: olive oil producers donated
approximately f tons of olive oil for disadvantaged
citizen in Gaza Strip during the Israeli aggression.

Water Authority, the ministry of Agriculture, and all
the involved stakeholders in the agricultural water
management in Jericho), two main recommendations
were made.

Way forward

Now close to the end of the project in Jericho, we
already see some interesting outcomes, such as wa-
ter savings, increase of productivity and reduction
of fertilizers application. However, this statement
will be confirmed after the accurate evaluation of
the project activities. By extrapolation, this project
could be a first step toward a greater improvement
of the on-farm water management and will clearly
fulfill the main objective of the project. In addition,
the first sign of multiplier effects can already be seen
on field.

Unfortunately, the bad management of the irrigation
network in particular, and of the water in general in
Jericho, could annihilate the efforts made to achieve
such results. It is clear that if the water is not de-
livered in perfect conditions, the on-farm optimiza-
tion of the water cannot be done efficiently. This is
why the unique way forward is to operate a transfer
of management from the municipality of Jericho
towards the Ein el Sultan irrigation cooperative, in
order to have the farmers involved in their water
management.

Microfinance Program: By Tony
Puaud, PFU microfinance project
manager

This project aims to strengthen financial capacities
of agricultural cooperatives for an efficient rural de-

velopment and more specifically, to enable coopera-
tives to provide loans and savings facilities in order
to sustain activities which generate incomes and de-
velop job creation.

Activities and achievements within 2008.

The microfinance project funded by the French
Consulate ended in September 2008. But another
one funded by the French Development Agency has
started the same month for 25 months until October
2010.

During 2008, PFU microfinance team has given and
continued giving assistance in three major levels:
saving and lending procedures

management capacities

financial reporting

In order to:

ensure the safety of poor people’s money collected
by cooperatives

improve the capacities of cooperatives (managerial,
financial, technical) to sustain local development
projects

increase the possibilities for expansion, both in terms
of number of members served and variety of prod-
ucts offered

comply with international auditing standards

Statistics summarizing up our

projects achievements
Our partner, the Arab Center of Agricultural Devel-
opment, has provided $ 171,000 to 15 cooperatives.
This external credit fund helps the cooperative to
satisfy the members’ needs and aims to encourage
savers in continuing their monthly saving efforts.
In 2008, $ 79,199 has been collected by the 18 co-

operative involved in the PFU microfinance program
(+36% compared to 2007).

105 new members have started saving within these
cooperatives (527 compared to 422 in 2007, +25%).
182 loans have been provided for a total disbursed
amount of $ 224,272 (in which $ 93,272 comes from
their saving fund). So, the cooperatives have tripled
their loan portfolio in 2008.

To date, the outstanding portfolio for the 18 coop-
eratives 15201 active loans among which 154 are
healthy -86,1%- and 28 are delinquents -13.9 %-
(corresponding to 60 days in delay).

Our vision in 2009 and summary of its activities.

In 2009, the PFU microfinance team is going to con-
tinue its close monitoring of the program within the
cooperative. The PFU team will focus on making the
saving more regular and ensuring the full repayment
of the borrowers’ credits in order to recycle the credit
fund.

In addition, we expect to computerize the credit and
saving activities into the cooperative. To date, it’s
planned to equip 12 cooperatives with a computer
and a multifunction printer in order to implement the
MIS and as a consequence, to get monthly financial
reports from them.

An administrative coordinator, who is going to be
an ACAD employee but managed by the PFU team,
will be in charge of the MIS implementation and
follow-up.

Finally, with our partner ACAD, we expect to grant
the 18 cooperatives every 6 months as agreed since
the beginning of 2007 in order to increase their capi-
tal and, with the help of the MIS to reach a new stage
for them.
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Why to Boycott Israeli Products

Many groups are getting on board and endorsing the
Palestinian-led call for an international campaign for boycott,
divestment and sanctions (BDS) against Israel.
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From South Africa, where union dockworkers heroically refused to unload an
Israeli ship, to Irish activists, Basque unionists and students in Britain and the
United States, momentum is growing in the struggle to cut ties to Israel.

The essence of the conflict and its history: The Palestinian people are experi-
encing their fortieth year of military occupation.

The siege by the Israeli army and the economic blockade has devastated their
daily lives so that 'normal' life is impossible.

Israel has effectively imprisoned Palestinians with checkpoints, an illegal wall
and an oppressive system of travel permits and colour-coded identity cards, so
scuppering Palestinian economic development.

Costs for Palestinians who want to export products are up to 70% higher than
for Israelis. Settlers in the West Bank get direct access to markets in and through
Israel without the disruptive road blocks and transfers faced by the Palestinians
who are obliged to rely on Israeli intermediaries. The revenue from taxes and
customs goes to Israel, which costs the Palestinian economy 3% of its GDP a
year. Left to develop its agricultural economy, Palestine could be a fertile and
productive land. Olive oil used to be a profitable export crop but over 500,000
ancient olive trees have been bulldozed and cut down since 2000 to make way
for the construction of Israeli settlements, settler-only roads and the Separation
Wall. Yet in recent years, and despite all the odds stacked against them, margin-
alized Palestinian growers have produced good extra virgin olive oil, recently
gaining organic status for some of their production.

The UN resolutions: Israel operates an entrenched system of racial Apartheid
against its own non-Jewish inhabitants and has been illegally occupying Pales-
tinian land in the West Bank, Gaza Strip, East Jerusalem and the Golan Heights

s

since 1967. It has sought to further annex these lands and has systematically
transferred its own civilian population into these occupied territories in contra-
vention of international law.

Israel continues to build the illegal Apartheid wall, annexing vast swathes of
Palestinian land in the West Bank and creating Palestinian ghettos, despite the
ruling of the International Court of Justice that it is illegal.

Israel has demolished Palestinian homes, evicted their occupants and expro-
priated their land and water resources. It has illegally colonized productive
Palestinian land with waves of settlers. A boycott of Israeli fruit and vegeta-
bles, as opposed to other sorts of boycott (academic, sporting), is particularly

apt because horticulture has been a major plank of Israeli expansion. Medjoul
dates in the Jordan Valley, for example, base their operations on confiscated
Palestinian land, in contravention of international law and the Fourth Geneva
Convention.

Ethnic cleansing: Israel is guilty of ethnic cleansing, the murdering and/or ex-
pelling of large numbers of Palestinian citizens, serves the same goal as the
Apartheid comparison, namely the delegitimatization of Israel as a Jewish
state. The army does too little to avoid innocent victims, but this is something
else than deliberately targeting children and women.

The imbalance of power: all negotiations aimed at reaching a Palestinian state
have failed so far, because Israel, being the strongest party, refuses to give
the Palestinians what they are entitled to. Since talking does not help, harder
pressure like sanctions become necessary to force Israel to make concessions.
Moreover, an end is to the occupation is not a favor which requires a counter-
favor, but a non-negotiable right.

The Palestinian Fair-trade Network launched a very successful and well-
attended second national fair trade conference in Palestine, which coincided
with the inauguration of the Palestinian Fair Trade Network, made up of the
Palestinian Agricultural Relief Committees (PARC), the Fair Trade Develop-
ment Center (FTDC), the Union of Agricultural Work Committees (UWAC),
the Palestinian Farmer's Union (PFU), and Holy Land Cooperative Society
-with Oxfam Great Britain as a supporter. From March 16-18, representa-
tives from Palestinian non-governmental organizations and cooperatives,
farmers, academics and politicians, along with representatives from fair trade
organizations and solidarity groups from Japan, Europe and North America,
gathered amid the blossoming landscape of al-Zababdeh, Jenin, to discuss
"Market Potentials for Palestinian Fair Trade Products," and to help Palestin-
ian farmers and exporters get a share of the growing market for fair-trade
products throughout the world. Fairtrade Palestinian olive oil is in great de-
mand with its high quality and distinctive flavor. It leads the way for a variety
of Palestinian produce to take their place in the best restaurants and stores
and in homes around the world. The conference is supported by the European
Commission, Oxfam, CCFD and PARC.

Many Palestinian organizations are now applying the fairtrade principles to

The Palestinian Fairtrade Network opens
a brighter future for Palestinian farmers and producers

their entire supply chain as the fairtrade produce from Palestine is increas-
ingly attractive for local and foreign markets. Products range from olive oil,
almonds and dates to olive wood carvings. This increasing popularity over-
seas provides a unique export opportunity to support farmers and small pro-
ducers who have been particularly affected by the Israeli occupation.
Throughout the three days of the conference farmers, processors and export-
ers discussed ways to increase market opportunities for small-scale produc-
ers in Palestine. International advocates will work closely with Palestinian
fairtrade specialists to identify the solutions to export challenges faced by
farmers and small producers in Palestine.

“The Palestinian fairtrade sector is booming and it is essential for the public
to understand how unique and high quality Palestinian goods are. The Fair-
trade Network is a one-of-a-kind in Palestine and this approach will help
Palestinian farmers and producers increase their presence in the local and
international markets”, said Issa El-Shatleh from the Palestinian Farmers’
Association Union.

“Already, some members of the Network are exporting to Europe, North Amer-
ica, Arab countries and Israel. This is the first step toward greater confidence,
independence and economic security for our farmers”, added El-Shatleh.

Yes We
are living
Dilemma

By: Maysaa Amjad Omar/ a
student in Azoun Atmeh girls
secondary school

We live in the village of Azoun
Atmeh, why I am saying living
as long as I can say that we lan-
guishing under the weight of the
occupation regime and treated
like a prisoners in prison. We are
always expose to the occupation
course of humiliation and insult,
are we slaves? Or criminals? Did
the most heinous crimes and the
largest to govern us to live in this
life.

The village of Azoun Atmeh is
rich of agricultural land and thus,
most residents of the village are
engaged in agriculture, where
the population use and cultivate
the land to benefit from know-
ing that most of the lands own-
ers from neighboring villages,
that is why they suffer from the
difficulty of access to land at any
time due to the presence of the
barrier which is a deadlock in
the entry to their lands as they
wait for hours in front of the gate
to enter, by that they spend the
most of their time on the gate.
Yes, this is the suffering farmers
who might have to be expelled
from their lands without reasons.
Here I recall also that the pro-
portion of 50 teachers comes
to Azoun Atmeh to teach in the
village and approximately 150
students from the neighboring
villages every morning are sub-
jected to inspection, and wast-
ing their time on the gate and
sometimes their books and their
bags are being torn and thrown,
other times they are subjected to
humiliation by the soldiers and
let me say, if there is an incident
here or in case of any urgent cir-
cumstance or if the mood is not
right "of course, the soldiers,"
they close the gate and then stu-
dents, male and female return
to their home without his/ her
study.

If we assume, as the daily reality
and that all students and teach-
ers take one minute at the bar-
rier for inspection and scrutiny,
it is equivalent to 200 minutes
at approximately 3 hours, which
means the presence of teach-
ers and students at the barrier at
five in the morning so they can
attend attendance duly. What do
you think if we add to 3 times the
number of farmers, employees
and stakeholders who get into the
village on a daily basis.

The question remains: is the day
will come when we will be able
to control our lands and lives? Or
we will stay like slaves controlled
we have only to implement???
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Funded by OCHA the Palestinian
Farmers in the Gaza Strip Executed
Food Basket Project is in Gaza,
“from Poor farmers to Poor

Families”

L)

Tahseen Saadat (PFU
Director in GS): the
food basket is an impor-
tant economic tributary.
Farmers: The project
has eased our losses and
returned back the hope
for us.

Beneficiaries: A card
of thanks to PFU and |
OCHA and a call to save |

us from poverty.

Gaza Strip; projects and programs Department
She was holding the food basket, which contained numerous items of vegetables as if she was
saying: "Finally I was provided with fresh vegetables for my “12”children and husband who has
lost his job due to the ongoing Israeli siege imposed on the Gaza Strip.
From the Center District of the Gaza Strip, "Wadi al Salqa" "Umm Mohammed Abu Obeid, 46
years old, living very critical and bad economic conditions due to the prevalence of poverty amid
Gazans, particularly in recent times, Umm Mohammed said " fresh vegetables did not know by
this amount did not reach my home, however, through this food basket" and the basket included
"potatoes, tomatoes, eggplant, cucumbers, strawberries, eggs, olive oil and other vegetables.
Abu Obeid clarified that he was surprised by the Palestinian Farmers Develop-
ment Association call informing him about the presence of a food basket for
him and his family members, indicating that they did not receive any assis-
tance from other organizations in spite of the poverty experienced by this family.
He said: The happiness that flooded my family by that basket is not equiv-
alent to any happiness. Noting that PFU during the crisis published ap-
peal to adopt such relief and developmental projects at the same time.
The engineer/PFU Director in GS Tahseen Saadat said that “the food basket project was
entitled as "Poor Farmers to Poor Families Project" have been funded by OCHA targeted
2000 poor families in the Gaza Strip and 200 farmers adding to that it also provided jobs
opportunities for 15 workers.
Saadat pointed out that Palestinian farmers are living a very difficult economic situations, where
they had heavy losses incurred not only by the embargo, but as a result of the war against Gaza
Strip which targeted human beings, trees and stones, as thousands dunums of agricultural lands
have been bulldozed and destroyed in the center, southern and northern Gaza Strip.
Saadat said that the agricultural sector suffers from a real disaster and it requires urgent remedial
plan to save the agricultural situation and to save farmers and their families who became under
poverty lines.
Saadat appealed to donors and funding organizations to finance developmental projects that
would contribute to raising the Palestinian economy, which has mangled a few years ago, adding
that if the situation remains as it is, the Gazans will be a victim of poverty.
According to one farmer of the project beneficiaries Abdul-Rahman Marouf, 60 years old of
the area of Beit Lahia in the northern part of Gaza Strip: “the project has contributed actively in
marketing strawberries crop, which has fallen as a victim to the Israeli practices and I was able
for the first time since many years of marketing part of the product within this project. He clari-
fied that strawberries market is weak in Gaza Strip because of the high production costs, but it is
aimed to be marketed abroad.
This project was as a lifeline for all of us as Marouf added: “This project even though it was
implemented for a limited period of time but it contributed in marketing a large quantity of this
product and pointed out that the strict Israeli blockade of the Gaza Strip had cost great damages
and that he was no longer able to work and take the loss as in the past.
Marouf expressed his hope of the continuation of such projects, calling donor, developmental and
relief organizations to provide relief aid to Palestinian farmers and save him from the impending
disaster.
As PFU is aware of reaching all areas of GS from the north to the south a sample of citizens was
targeted from Nasser Area in the southern part of GS, citizen Shihda Abu Thabit said: “My work in
agriculture had been suspended as a result of agricultural inputs prices rising resulted by the block-
ade and the lack of marketing, so I joined unemployed people, this project was considered as the
restoration of the spirit to the body again as it provided me with a basket of food, Abu Thabit said,
"This basket was enough for my family for a period of ten days of such vegetables, eggs and oil
Saadat points out that the PFU has since a period of time has worked to help the farmers and
families through these projects.
“On the Behalf of PFU General Assembly, Board of Directors, Director and Staff , we would like
to express our deep appreciation and gratitude for OCHA team who worked hardly during the
Gaza Strip Crisis and still working for providing Gazans with Emergency Project which at least
could ease citizens burdens”.

The final declaration of “The agricultural sector in

Gaza between reality and challenges” Conference
Jerusalem International Hotel/ Amman from 25 to 26 March 2009

"The agricultural sector in Gaza between reality and
challenges" conference was held at Jerusalem Inter-
national Hotel in Amman-Jordan on 25-26\3\2009.
The Conference was organized by the Palestinian
Farmers Union, Arab Group for the Protection of Na-
ture and Jordan farmers Union and the participation
of six Arab delegations and six local nongovernmen-
tal and international organizations. The delegations
who participated in the Conference were:

The General Secretariat of Arabs Peasants and Agri-
cultural Cooperatives Union.

The Palestinian Farmers Union (PFU).

Jordan Farmers Union (JFU).

The General Union of Agricultural Cooperative As-
sociations in Iraq.

Tunisian Union for Agriculture and Fishing.

The Agricultural Cooperative Union in the Republic
of Yemen.

Moroccan Union for Agriculture.

The General Union of Syrian Peasants.

The General Union of Farmers and breeders in Lib-
ya.

The General Union of Sudanese Farmers.

Also the following are the nongovernmental and in-
ternational organizations participated in the confer-
ence:

Palestinian Agricultural Relief Committees (PARC).
Arab Group for the Protection of Nature (PNA).
Union of Turkish Chambers of Agriculture (TZOB)
La Via Campesina.

The Union of Agricultural
(UWAC).

ACTED.

Throughout two days a number of important papers
were presented and deep discussion on the speakers
presented papers. Conferees agreed at the conference
on the following recommendations:

To urge the international community to put pres-
sure on the occupation for the immediate lifting of
the siege on our steadfast Gaza Strip and to open the
crossings.

To urge the world to impose sanctions, to start boy-
cotting campaigns in all its forms and to withdraw
investments from the occupying entity.

The conferees assured the unity of the Palestinian
homeland and called the Palestinian leadership's to
success of the dialogue on the basis of commitment
to the inalienable national rights of the Palestinian
people.

The conferees stressed that agriculture in Palestine,
is one of the major headings in resisting the occupa-
tion and the preserving lands from confiscation, and
the steadfast farmer is the most prominent headings.
Therefore, it is a must to provide all kind of support
and assistance to the agricultural sector from Arab
and friendly countries.

To form a permanent committee, its core is formed
by the Palestinian Farmers Union, Arab Group for
the Protection of Nature and in cooperation with the
General Secretariat of Arabs Peasants and Agricul-
tural Cooperatives Union to identify the needs of the
Palestinian people in the area of agriculture and to
provide assistance as needed.

To organize Campaigns in the Arab World leaded by
Arab Farmers organizations in order to donate with
agricultural production requirements for the benefit
of the Palestinian farmers.

To put pressure on certain sides who held confer-
ences to support and reconstruct Gaza strip to put the
agricultural sector on the scale of Gaza strip recon-
struction priorities.

To send a Letter to the United Nations two councils
to upload the Israeli occupation the responsibility for
the reconstruction of Gaza Strip according to interna-
tional and humanitarian laws.

Work Committees

To give the Palestinian organizations and farmers the
opportunity to receive agricultural training at all lev-
els in the Arab and international countries, in addi-
tion to call upon establishing agricultural specialized
Institute.

Conferees confirmed the need to work on opening
Arab markets for Palestinian agricultural products.
The Organization of Arabs conference in order to
research the impact of the global food crisis and its
impact on the Arab nation and we appeal to the Gen-
eral Secretariat of Arabs Peasants and Agricultural
Cooperatives Union to contribute to the holding of
this Conference.

To Work on strengthening the steadfastness of Pal-
estinian farmers by launching an organized and sus-
tained campaign in order to access to a unified Arab,
Islamic and specialized fund for supporting the agri-
culture sector.

The conferees assured their full rejection for condi-
tional foreign funding, at the same time they wel-
comed all kind of unconditional funding which may
contribute to the reconstruction of the agricultural
sector in Palestine.

To develop unified strategic plans for the develop-
ment of the agriculture sector on the basis of the
national requirement for the population in order to
fill the gap in the food basket and to achieve food
security.

To assist the Palestinian agricultural organizations in
what is needed to document, disseminate and distri-
bution of all violations and abuses conducted by the
Israeli occupation against the Palestinian agricultural
and environmental sector in order to present it to the
international forums.

To submit a recommendation to the Arab Summit
Conference to be held in Doha and the need to work
rapidly and hard to provide assistance to the Palestin-
ian people with the participation of all official and
nongovernmental and civil society organizations.
The Conference recommends that its need to main-
tain a regular conduct for this conference to support
the Palestinian cause and the Palestinian Farmers
Union is responsible to decide on the next confer-
ence date and venue.

The Conference recommends to send letters and tele-
grams of thanks and certificates of appreciation to all
those who contributed and contributes to the support
of the agricultural sector in Palestine.

The conferees assured to support the demand of the
Palestinian Farmers Union in the membership of the
General Union of Arab farmers and agricultural co-
operatives on the basis of the recommendations of
the Eighth General Conference for Arabs Peasants
and Agricultural Cooperatives Union, held in Am-
man during the period 22-24 /3/2009.

At the end we would like to express our thanks and
appreciation to the leadership of the kingdom of Jor-
dan and its people for hosting this conference, and we
thank the organizers of this conference the Palestinian
Farmers Union (PFU), Jordan Farmers Union (JFU)
and the Arab Group for the Protection of Nature (PNA).
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How can we get out
of the Arab silence
towards farmers?

By Ibrahim Daiq, the president of the
Palestinian Farmers Union

Dear hero farmers

This edition of Farms Voice comes while the
Palestinian Farmers Union and farmers are
living a variety of conditions, the most im-
portant of the Palestinians the commemora-
tion of Earth Day, looking at our land and
we are steadfast, our land is torn because
of the apartheid wall and Israeli occupation
policy directed against the Palestinian agri-
cultural sector in order to confiscate the Pal-
estinian land, Every day we are confronting
the bulldozers while they are uprooting our
trees, destroying and corrupting the land, we
call upon all Arab and Palestinian agricul-
tural unions and associations to adopt Land
Day on 30th March as a day of anger and a
day for the Arab and Palestinian farmer, we
all should prepare for this event each year
and to memorialize this occasion in a way
which is suitable for the Palestinian and
Arab Farmers Sacrifices, and to memorial-
ize this event centrally in each Arab country
to highlight the role of farmers and solve
their problems.

If we could not unify the Arab Farmers
Union, then we should must begin to estab-
lish regional Farmers Unions including a
group of countries such as farmers in such
as the Levant that brought them together
common circumstances and problems and
solving these problems, such as the problem
of markets through the division of agricul-
tural work common to these Unions, (who
will beat the bell)?

Regarding the Palestinian Farmers Union,
we are proud of the achievements of this an-
cient organization, which success was based
on the ongoing work for a wide range of
volunteers, its organizational beginning was
in 1993 and we were not alone but all honest
and our partner organizations were with us,
especially the unique role and distinguished
relationship with the Palestinian Agricul-
tural Relief Committees.

In light of these successes, there must be
some forces who always try to abort the
project of unifying farmers, as they want to
achieve their personal interests and achieve
their goals, but that passes and even more
strengthen the organization towards unity
and to provide better service and to thwart
any plots hatched against it.

We are so close of holding PFU General As-
sembly conference, which will as it used to
increase the strength and development in the
life of the Union and we hope that we will
witness a new phase in our lives as Palestin-
ians farmers.

PFU Programs achievements in 2008

Olive oil Program: by Thomas Cazalise
PFU Olive Oil Program Manager

The olive oil program has developed a lot in 2008
thanks to the approval of 3 projects funded respec-
tively by the Swiss Agency for Development and
Cooperation (SDC), the European Commission (EC)
and the French Development Agency (AFD). These
3 major projects have secured funds for 3 years (until
the end of 2010) with a cumulated budget which ex-
ceeds 2.100.000 USD.

During 2008, PFU has worked with 19 olive oil coop-
eratives distributed all over Northern west Bank and
gathering more than 600 farmers. PFU also identified
3 women clubs/cooperatives and initiated with them
a pilot project about the production of olive paste.
More than 150 Kg of olives were put in brine during
in October 2008 and will be processed in 2009.
Strengthening olive oil producers’ organizations
Institutional and technical capacity building

PFU team conducted several round of several techni-
cal trainings, including:

“olive fly control” trainings: the program team ex-
ecuted 23 training courses for 2 representatives of
23 cooperatives, these trainings included methods
of controlling Olive flies as well as training farm-
ers on manufacturing local cheap flies traps to reach
the stage of self-reliance and the distribution of the
maximum possible number of traps. The number of
hanged traps in all governorates is almost 18000.
Best practices for olive oil production: the program
team executed 23 training courses for 2 representa-
tives of 23 cooperatives, including methods to im-
prove the quality of olive oil and the factors affecting
the quality of oil through various stages since the fruit
set and till the storage of oil, as well as explanation of
the collective pressing program and encourage farm-
ers to use.

Olive oil chemical analysis: the program team ex-
ecuted 6 training courses for 2 representatives of 19
cooperatives (600 members)this training was held at
Birzeit University laboratory, through this training
associations’ representatives were trained on how to
examine the acidity of olive oil during olive pressing
times to ensure the quality of this crop season.

PFU coordinated with its partners, and especially
with the Fair Trade Development Center, other train-
ing sessions about the institutional capacity building
(good governance, financial and administrative man-
agement...).

Support to the acquisition of modern equipment
PFU conducted a need assessment of the coopera-
tives and purchased modern equipment for olive tree
cultivation and olive oil production (Pruning shears,
Saws, Chainsaws, Harvesting rakes, Ventilated
crates, Nylon nets, Stainless steel tank (2T), Weigh-
ing machines, Pumps and pipes, Mobile tank (1T),
Stainless steel tank (300L) Stainless steel tank (5T),
Rehabilitation of press and trolley) for a total amount
0f 300.000 USD. Cooperatives contributed to 25% of
the total cost.

Follow-up and evaluation of the production

During 2008, The 19 cooperatives produced more
than 157 Tons of olive oil during the season 2008.
More than 92% of it is extra virgin and 30% is also
organic.

Irrigation optimization: By
Gabriel Lambert, PFU Water and
Environment Program Manager

From the French Consulate to PFU

Palestine suffers from scarce water resources and ag-
riculture consumes more than 60% of the available
water. Any optimization of its use is essential to guar-
antee the sustainable development of irrigated agri-
culture and to save water that could be reallocated for
domestic purposes. Because of this, the Palestinian
Farmers Union created in 2007 its Water and Envi-

ronment Department, to provide assistance to the Pal-
estinian farmers in securing their access to water and
preserving their environment.

The MREA was the French implementing body in the
field of Water and Agriculture since the mid 1990’s.
During 15 years, MREA developed a unique meth-
odology and approach of the agricultural water man-
agement. Its main achievements are acknowledged
among the region (optimized on-farm irrigation
techniques and wastewater reuse for agriculture). In
2007, it was decided to transfer the MREA activity
towards local actor, and the PFU was identified the
heir structure in Palestine.

Optimization of the irrigation in Jericho

Therefore, PFU started to be involved in the agri-
cultural water sector in 2007, following the recom-
mendations made by MREA while it implemented its
regional program “Strategies of Water Management
and Water Savings in the Middle East”. Indeed, the
ideal context to optimize the on-farm irrigation sys-
tem is when there is a collective management of the
water resource. To do so, the Consulate General of
France in Jerusalem funded PFU to implement a two-
year project (2007-2009) among Ein el Sultan irriga-
tion network in Jericho. PFU deepens its activities in
Jericho with a second-phase project in 2008 (French
funds) to continue developing the optimization of ir-
rigation as well as improving the agricultural water
management on the irrigation network.

Project activities

The two projects amounted a total of 1,704,140 NIS
(around 340,000 €) including a 1,027,345 NIS grant
(205470 €) from the French Consulate. The projects
include different components:

Technical component: provide optimized irrigation
systems to the farmers using the water from Ein el
Sultan; introduce rationalization of fertilizers appli-
cation thanks to the PILazo method and tools.
Capacity building component: training program on
the optimized irrigation practices for all the farm-
ers in the area; as well as comprehensive training for
PFU staff to reinforce and strengthen their capacities
in the field of water.

International support component: international ex-
pertise to improve the general management of the
network, from a municipal to a beneficiary-led man-
agement in order to support the Ein el Sultan irriga-
tion cooperative.

Project achievements

Started in April 2007, the selection of the beneficia-
ries has been based upon several criteria (irrigated
area, water rights, experience and motivation of the
farmers, financial capacities, etc.). This allows us to
draw a list of 70 beneficiaries who received irriga-
tion equipments (315 Km of pipes and disk filters)
and technical assistance to install it in this optimized
way. There is then more around 500 dunums (on the
4,000 irrigated by the water from the spring of Ein el
Sultan) that are now irrigated with optimized irriga-
tion systems. Farmers contributed financially to 30%
of the irrigation equipment.
The reinforcement of the PFU capacities in the field
of irrigation and agricultural water management con-
sisted firstly in hiring a field engineer whose mission
is to work in close cooperation with PFU field co-
ordinator in Jericho. In addition, the field engineer,
the PFU regional coordinator as well as some mem-
bers from the Ein el Sultan irrigation cooperative at-
tended a comprehensive training session in Jordan (2
weeks). PFU therefore has all the competencies and
the capacities to implement the activities in order to
achieve the wanted objectives. The training program
for the farmers is now ongoing and will train the ...

to be continued page 15 —»

Farmers Rights and
PFU Duties

By Issa El-Shatleh — PFU Director

Agricultural Regulations and laws Palestinian
are facing many problems which we all know
that it has been inherited from the Israeli civil
administration after its withdrawal from the Pal-
estinian territories after signing Oslo agreement
in 1993. Till today farmers are still facing many
of the problems as a result of these regulations
and laws although an amendment was conduct-
ed to agricultural law in year 2000, but these
modification did not meet the requires in order
to provide minimum services to farmers.

PFU worked and still working and struggling
side by farmers and volunteers’ side in order to
reach a stage where laws and regulations speci-
fied for the agricultural sector and farmers are in
a level of clarity, transparency and justice. We
believe that farmers are the unknown soldiers
who defend the Palestinian land and it is our
duty to stand beside them and to assist them to
achieve their dreams and ambitions in working
in their lands.

16 year ago (in year 1993) when farmers gath-
ered to establish PFU, they put their mission in
responsibility and awareness, which provides
with standing by farmers side to defend their
own political, economic, social and health inter-
ests. Since that time, PFU is giving all the efforts
to meet the interests of farmers, where PFU Sat
its work policy and determined the tracks and
the methodology for the implementation of its
work based on decentralization in its work with
PFU branches spreading in all the governorates
of the West Bank and Gaza and on the partici-
patory and specialized integrative organizations
working in the agricultural sector, in particular,
and developmental organizations in general to
achieve the best and highest quality services to
farmers.

PFU puts the 31 efficient and highly experi-
enced staff in the service of farmers scattered
throughout the nation who are working day
and night, PFU also has developed its own nine
Syndicate and developmental programs in addi-
tion to those efforts provided by partner orga-
nizations, notably the Palestinian Agricultural
Relief Committees (PARC) which support PFU
efforts and stands next to farmers to gain access
to their legitimate rights and to improve their
economic and living conditions like any farmer
in the world.

Farmers rights remains unclear and it is difficult
to access because it is associated with changes in
laws and regulations, and to change the existing
laws and regulations, however, it is not simple
but complex and complicated because of the po-
litical situation suffered by the nation. Whenever
we could achieve or change the laws or regula-
tions, we come to another obstacle in the mecha-
nisms of implementation (process in the formal
organizations), and here's another story of strug-
gle and work to fix the rights of farmers and
bringing it into existence.
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The Palestinian Farmers Union, in collaboration with partner organizations
Determined the final losses of the agricultural sector in the Gaza
Strip in the wake of the latest aggression

destruction, which led farmers to inflict heavy losses estimated by millions of dollars, especially targeting the
infrastructure of the agricultural sector, PFFU Teams could sets out the final statistics which are as follows:

Gaza: special.
from the first moment of the Israeli aggression on the Gaza Strip, PFU teams alerted to monitor the size of
the agricultural sector losses, which included everything in the Gaza Strip in addition to the targeting human

beings the first target was the agricultural sector and all components of that sector's which had considerable  Final statistics for the agricultural sector losses resulted from the Israeli aggression on Gaza Strip

Region North Gaza District Gaza District gf;zi Khan Younis District Rafah District | Total
unit Belt | Beit | Jaba- | AL | Alzay | b | GV Abasan, Al | AL | AL
Losses Ha- Lahiya liya shujaia toun She1kh ley, Hajar Alkbera, | Khuza Fukhary | Shuka | Naser
noun Ajleen Al- Deek Algarara
Fruit trees Dunum 900 650 1000 80 1100 120 800 150 1350 950 200 220 100 7620
Irrigation Networks Dunum 1100 2350 1200 380 2000 170 1300 300 1600 1000 240 300 150 | 12090
Greenhouses(completely destroyed) Dunum 35 300 10 12 65 4 10 12 20 6 20 25 20 539
Greenhouses(partially destroyed) Dunum 10 100 5 4 40 2 6 16 12 10 8 18 10 241
main water pipelines for irrigation Meter 4500 10.000 | 11.000 1500 12.000 1200 5000 2500 6500 1500 1800 2500 | 2000 | 62000
Water wells well 37 70 35 5 35 10 45 4 5 4 6 2 1 259
cement pools for gathering water pool 15 140 15 3 30 4 5 6 13 3 5 18 10 267
Grain crops Dunum 600 50 550 350 350 - 400 100 2250 350 110 500 120 5730
Non protected vegetable crops Dunum 200 1800 200 300 900 50 500 150 250 100 40 95 50 4635
Poultry farms (100-500 hens) Farm 15 60 45 12 20 2 10 9 7 2 2 5 4 193
Cattle and sheep farms (5-200 heads) Farm 18 140 70 1 15 - 25 15 299
Rabbit farms Farm 9 45 10 - 4 - 5 3 6 8 2 5 3 100
Water tanks 1000 - 1500 L tank 80 120 100 25 70 15 150 35 180 60 35 35 30 935
agricultural tools Warehouse Warehouse 10 80 10 5 30 - 6 4 5 5 1 3 2 161
Nurseries Nursery 2 10 2 - 3 - 1 - 2 1 - 1 - 22
Agricultural roads Km 9 13 14 3 12 2 5 5 8 3 2 2 1 79
Strawberries crops Dunum - 2000 - - - - - 1 - - - - - 2000
Turkey and Duck farms farm - 7 2 - 2 - 1 - - 1 - - 2 15
Beehives 600 300 550 200 15 - 50 30 500 250 150 50 10 2705

In the Memorial of the 30™ of March
(Earth Day) PFU Honors Outstanding Farmers

Ramallah: special
The Palestinian Farmers Union organized

honoring celebration for a number of out-
standing farmers from all over the West Bank,
in the immortal memorial of the thirty-March
on the ground. The celebration was started
with the Palestinian national Verse and stand-
ing a minute of silence as mourning for the
lives of martyrs.

Ibrahim Deiq the chairman of PFU reviewed
in his speech on this occasion the most impor-
tant achievements of PFU during its march in

working to service the land and farmers. Deiq
added “without farmers’ volunteers’ efforts, PFU
would not be able to realize these great achieve-
ments, in addition to farmers steadfastness in
their land who stood as a blockage in front of the
Israeli occupation and settlers herds ambitions to
swallow more lands.”

Deiq did not forget to mention martyrs caravans
who fell while defending the ground and dignity.
Deiq clarified PFU role as a syndicate defending
farmers rights and interests and what PFU has
achieved on this level through the Government

adoption of recovering of value-added tax for the
benefit of Farmers, valuing the role of President
Mahmoud Abbas and Ministers Council repre-
sented by Dr. Salam Fayyad, the Prime Minister,
and the role of the Ministry of Agriculture rep-
resented by the Minister Mahmoud Habbash, in
issuing the decree of recovering the Value added
tax for the benefit of farmers.

Deiq added that the value of what has been re-
covered for the benefit of the farmers is estimat-
ed about (10) million shekels, which contribute
to reduce production cost and improve the in-
come of the farmers.

In farmers Statement Abdullah Al-Bayaa spoke
about the beginning of PFU work, which emerged
from PARC, noting the role played by PFU in
the mobilization of farmers masses in using all
means to protect the land from Israeli occupa-
tion and settlers herds, referring to the convoy
of martyrs, farmers who died while working in
their in order to defend them from confiscation..
Al-Bayaa assured that the land and its protec-
tion require concerting the efforts and consoli-
dating the national unity among all the Palestin-
ian people, Al-Bayaa reviewed the beginning of
mass action in Palestine and its achievement at
all levels.

In Olive Farmers’ Statement Behjat Sheaibi, Ol-
ive Growers Association President spoke on the
occasion of Earth Day as an occasion to return

to the land, and activate public wok as a way|
to reach the national objectives of the Palestin
ian people in establishing their independent state
with Jerusalem as its capital.
Sheaibi reviewed the work of Al-Zaytouna As-
sociation, which focused on maintaining and
improving the quality of Olive Oil to the phi
losophy withstand for what this tree means of
withstand and challenging the Israeli occupation
images.
In the Statement of PFU Director, Issa El
Shatleh, he spoke about PFU development stag-
es since its inception to the present day and what
this means for the sector and a wide range of]
farmers, pointing to PFU major programs of the
syndicate, human rights and development pro-
grams, adding that PFU would primarily depend
on the implementation of its programs on volun-
teers of farmers in addition to the PFU staff.
El-Shatleh explained that is currently working
with 16 of the farmers associations in the vari-
ous governorates of the West Bank and Gaza
Strip with a membership of 9400 farmers in ad
dition to 73 cooperatives.

Then, Abd Al-Majid Hamdan, Ibrahim Deiq
Suhail Salman, Mahmoud Al-Froukh, Ghas
san Alan, Hashem Abu Hassan and Medhat Al-
jaghoub started the distribution of appreciation
certificates to outstanding farmers in their work
in the ground.




( Appreciations and thanks )
Palestine

The Palestinian Farmers Union would like to express its
sincere thanks and appreciation to all of those who con-
tributed in the success of “the agricultural sector in the
Gaza between reality and challenges” conference which
was held in Amman/Jordan in 25-26/ March 2009, and
most notably The General Secretariat of Arabs Peasants
and Agricultural Cooperatives Union, Jordan Farmers
Union (JFU), Arab Group for the Protection of Nature
(PNA), The General Union of Agricultural Cooperative
Associations in Iraq, Tunisian Union for Agriculture
and Fishing, The Agricultural Cooperative Union in

K to be continued page 15 J
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4 PFU Preparations to hold )

the General Assembly Conference

Ramallah: Special

The Palestinian Farmers Union is preparing these days
for the General Assembly Conference which will be held at
the end of this month to elect the new board of directors.
It should be noted that PFU include within its membership
13 Farmers Associations distributed at various provinces
of the West Bank and Gaza Strip, each FA is represented
by two members in the General Conference which means
26-members will elect the Board of Directors composed of
9 members, and in turn the board of directors distribute the
managerial positions and the election of an executive office

\Of 3 members. J
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The Palestinian Farmers Union organized a regional conference with the participation
of international organizations to support the Agricultural Sector in Gaza Strip

“the Agricultural Sector In Gaza Between Reality and Challenges”

Amman - Palestine

On the basis of PFU faith in the importance for the Arab world and
European organizations to take their role in supporting the Palestin-
ian people, particularly the agricultural sector, as a nation who are
still suffering from the occupation. PFU in collaboration with the
Arab Group for the Protection of Nature and Jordan Farmers Union
organized in the Jordanian capital, Amman a Regional Conference for
the reconstruction of the agricultural sector in the Gaza Strip, with
the participation of farmers and farmers associations from Iraq, Su-
dan, Morocco, Tunisia, Libya, Yemen, Jordan and Syria, in addition
to international organizations, including both La Via Campesina (the
path of farmers) and the International Foundation Acted in addition
to the Union of Turkish Chambers of Agriculture. The conference
was also marked by the participation of the Palestinian Agricultural
Relief Committees and Union of agricultural Work. The Conference
was entitled as “the Agricultural Sector in Gaza between Reality and
Challenges”.

It should be noted that the Conference focused on the most important
trends and plans for emergency must be carried out by international
and Arab organizations to rebuild of the infrastructure of the agricul-
tural sector in Gaza, where the conference discussed a range of issues
such as the serious damage of the agricultural sector in Gaza resulted
of the Israeli war on Gaza, and strategies to be followed in the imple-
mentation of reconstruction projects, and plans for agricultural relief.
During the opening a number of participants made their statements
including Mr. Ibrahim Deiq President PFU, and Mr. Mansour Itbaiqa
Secretary-General of Arabs Peasants and Agricultural Cooperatives
Union, Mr. Ahmed Al-Faaour President of Jordan Farmers Union.
Ms. Razan Zuayter President of Arab Group for the Protection of Nature
and Ali Abd al-Ali, a member of the Executive Office of the General
Union of Syrian Peasants, a member of the Syrian Parliament and Ab-
dul Majid Al-Malasi, Chairman of the Tunisian Union for Agriculture
and Fishing, and Mr. Semsettin Semsi Bayraktar the President Union
of Turkish Chambers of Agriculture. The statements stressed the need
to develop a joint plan for the protection of farmers in Palestine which
ensure their steadfastness and to rebuild what has been destroyed by the
Israeli occupation authorities.

In the speech of PFU President, Deiq reviewed the agricultural reality
in Palestine and what farmers are being exposed to by the Israeli occu-
pation authorities of destruction, uprooting and bulldozing of land. He
indicated also to the reality of the situation of the agricultural farmers in
Gaza Strip, especially after the recent aggression and a legacy of seri-
ous consequences on the ground in the agricultural sector in Gaza. Deiq
called on all countries to work hard and fast to develop an emergency
plan to save the agricultural sector in the Gaza Strip.

Mr. Semsettin Semsi Bayraktar the President Union of Turkish Cham-
bers of Agriculture, said in his statement “the inhuman attack of Israel
against Palestinians in Gaza is a human disgrace. During these attacks,
unfortunately even the kids, who were taking refuge in the UN schools,
have been targeted to Israeli bombs. A human tragedy occurred in Pal-
estine in front of the eyes of civilized world. Unfortunately all ‘Civi-
lized World’ has watched while the kids, teenagers, mothers and even
the wounded people who were in ambulances lost their lives. In front
of the eyes of the world, infants and the people faced with human trag-
edy were murdered and deprived from food, water, heating and even
the light.” He added “As Turkish farmers, we strongly condemn these
attacks caused death of innocent people, women and children. All farm-
ers are members of Union of Turkish Chambers of Agriculture (TZOB)

which is the largest professional farmer organization of Turkey with
720 agriculture Chambers. I would like to declare that we as TZOB
called our 4.8 milion registered farmers boycotting all of the goods
particularly seeds and irregation systems of Israel for the purpose of
protesting these attacks ”

In Ms Razan Zuayter President of Arab Group for the Protection of Na-
ture statement, she highlighted the most important demands that PNA
adopted is lifting the siege imposed on Gaza Strip and emphasizing the
right of access food, the need to punish and boycott Israel, and the ap-
plication of Resolution No. 119 which was drafted by the Arab Group
for the Protection of Nature and was adopted by the World Congress
of the International Union for Nature Conservation, which was held in
Barcelona in October / 2008, which stressed the need for a mechanism
to compensate for environmental damage resulted from armed conflicts
and the need to find a mechanism to offset pollution and abuse, which
affects the ground.

“We have to launch a global sustainable campaign to support farmers
in the Gaza Strip, Palestine, and make pressure and lobbying for the
establishment of a specialized international organization specialized in
wars and its impact on agriculture and environment, and to develop
a universal moral Charter related to the occupation and its impact on
natural resources, we believe that our success depends on cooperation,
planning and the organization of pan-Arab cooperation, Arab and inter-
national cooperation.

In a speech the President of the President of Jordan Farmers Mr. Ahmed
Al-Faaour he reviewed the situation of agriculture in the Arab world,
and that agriculture is one of the most important pillars of the national
economy in the Arab world.

Al-Faaour indicated the need for concerted efforts in order to provide
support and assistance to the agricultural sector in Palestine, particu-
larly in the Gaza Strip after the sector suffered from the devastation
caused by the recent war in the Gaza Strip.

In the speech of Mr. Mansour Itbaiqa Secretary-General of Arabs Peas-
ants and Agricultural Cooperatives Union, he reviewed the history of
Palestine and what the Palestinian people were exposed to of attacks of
the gangs and the Israeli occupation of the herds of settlers to destroy
all what is Palestinian.

In the speech of Ali Abd al-Ali, the member of the Executive Office
of the General Union of Syrian Peasants, a member of the Syrian Par-
liament, he praised the Palestinian farmers and what they achieved of

victories through their steadfastness in their lands, demanding all Arab
brothers to stand by the side of the Palestinian nation generally and the
Palestinian farmers particularly.

Al-Ali considered that the Palestinian farmer is a symbol of steadfast-
ness and resistance, calling all to provide farmers with assistance to
strengthen their steadfastness, so that they can continue to work and
cultivate their land and provide food security, viability for the Palestin-
ian people.

In the statement of Abdul Majid Al-Malasi, Chairman of the Tunisian
Union for Agriculture and Fishing, he considered that helping the Pal-
estinian people and their contribution in supporting the steadfastness of
the Palestinian people is a duty of all Arabs. Al-Malasi called upon de-
veloping mechanisms of action plans aiming to rebuild the agricultural
sector in Palestine, particularly in the Gaza Strip.

This refers to the many reports of the magnitude of suffering experi-
enced by the agricultural sector in Gaza, as a result of a cruel block-
ade imposed by the Israeli Government, the outcome of the war by the
Israeli forces on the sector in December and January 2008-2009. As
the initial reports has indicated that damages and losses of agricultural
sector in the last war as large numbers of fruit trees, irrigation systems
as the total destruction is 5000 dunums, also 185 wells were destroyed,
385 livestock farms including cows, sheep, ducks and rabbits. This un-
doubtedly will be reflected on the lives of people and ways of life and
living.

During the conference working papers were provided which included:
“the occupation Procedures and its impacts on the agricultural sector”
presented by Mr. Suhail Salman From PFU Board of Directors, “the
final statistics of the agricultural sector losses in the Gaza Strip” pre-
sented by the Director of PFU Mr. Issa El-Shatleh, a paper was pre-
sented by Mr. Indra Lubis from La Via Campesina entitled as “Building
Food Sovereignty in Palestine” and a paper presented by Miss Hanna
Bauman form Acted entitled as ” Improving Food Security during Gaza
Crisis”, War and Agriculture: A global Issue” presented by Ms. Ra-
zan Zuayter from the Arab Group for the Protection of Nature, “PARC
Plans to Rebuild what was Destroyed of the Agricultural Sector in Gaza
Strip” was presented by Mr. Monjed Abu Jeesh and “ the agricultural
reality in Palestine and Foundations to face the Crisis” presented by Mr.
Taha Al-Refai from the Union of Agricultural Work Committees, in ad-
dition to paper submitted by Samir Abu Halaleh of the Jordan Farmers
Union entitled as “War Crimes and its effects on environment.”
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