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A Page from a University

Student’s Diary

Two years ago, | wrote an article about my
Tawjihi year and how stressful it was. | mentioned
all the things | went through to pass the exam
and make my parents, neighbors, friends, and
even some unfamiliar people proud of me! Now
I'm a university student in my second year and |
have never truly thought | would be stating that
my Tawjihi year was paradise compared to what
goes on at university.

At the beginning, my biggest problem was
deciding what to study. It was a hard decision
to make because I'm almost interested in
everything! Eventually | chose engineering since
everyone recommended it and it sounded like a
great subject to pursue.

| started at Birzeit University as an engineering
student and the problems emerged thereafter!
Everything was new and different. Gradually,
| started having doubts about my choice of
specialization. And trust me; whoever says that
you don't have to study at all at university is
extremely mistaken. In fact, it's probably the exact
opposite, self-teaching becomes an essential tool
of survival once you become a university student!
With this rather diverse student profile, | started
feeling like I'm part of a whole new world, and
realized that the university atmosphere is nothing
like high school. It's the world where you have
to do everything on your own because you're a
grown-up, you have to make your own decisions,
and set your own path.

By the time | finished my first year as an
engineering student | knew that | was still
interested in everything but engineering! The
moment this became clear to me | decided to
change my major, but again the question was
“what to?” It would be absurd to keep trying
one major after another so that was definitely
not an alternative. But | had two options, one

was journalism and the other was marketing. My
acquaintances interfered again, trying to analyze
what’s best for me, what suits me more, and
what provides better job opportunities. But this
choice, in particular, | had to make alone, without
others’ opinions. Reflecting of how PYALARA
gave me the chance to be a young journalist, |
decided to try something new and exciting. With
my first marketing course, | was very successful
and | loved it. My professors complimented me
on my creativity and | started feeling happier at
university, | was assured that | am in the right
place with no deception or whatsoever. Now
things are going great as a marketing student and
| love it even more than before.

| came up with my own conclusion about
university: As they say, it is a new exciting
experience to meet all types of people with
many different personalities. One also realizes
that it’s time to toughen up a little bit and start
managing one’s own life. You make new friends
and start to feel more responsible about pretty
much everything! At university, every single day
is an experience and you learn something new!
You will come to love all the incidents regardless
of how horrible they might seem.At first, | hated
the uneasy sense of being completely lost, which
is probably the case with all new university
students. The elder students often love to play
pranks on the new comers! But that, too, is part
of the university experience.As the days passed
by, | came to love it. | don’t feel lost anymore
and | feel much more responsible and confident.
The most important lesson that | learnt was to
accept and learn from my experiences regardless
of how bad they seem, because university life
offers such a valuable experience by taking us
into different perspectives and situations, as a
drastic change from the high schools that we

were used to!

Thus my advice to any student who is about to
start university is most importantly to try to
find the subject that you are most passionate
about. If you love your major, then you will do
great In it, no matter how hard or easy it could
be. If you are not sure, then get help from close
people around you, but don’t let anyone make
that decision for you.And if you ever realize that
you have chosen the wrong major, then do not
hesitate to change it.

Secondly, It Is Important to meet as many people
as possible, because you can certainly learn
something from each and every one of them.

In conclusion, instead of being afraid, it's possible
to learn how to deal with and even enjoy
challenges. So don’t worry about it at all, take
this chance to break the routine and be creative
in every possible way. Remember that university
life can be very enjoyable, as long as you learn
how to depend on yourself, to be well-prepared
for challenges, and work hard to distinguish
yourself.

Zeina Abu Hamdan (18)
Marketing student
Birzeit University
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